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SUMMARY 

This report provides a state-of-the-art overview of current trends in far-right 

ideologies and masculinities online across six country contexts: France, 

Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Slovakia, and Sweden. It is complemented by 

interview data offering expert insights into the contemporary landscape of 

online extremism and anti-gender politics. 

The growing prevalence of far-right ideologies is frequently cultivated within 

online social media environments, where misogynistic narratives and 

constructions of hegemonic masculinity are mobilised to engage young men, 

particularly those navigating identity-related challenges. Importantly, such anti-

democratic attitudes are not confined to digital spaces but are increasingly 

permeating offline social and political contexts. 

The findings highlight several key implications for policy and prevention at the 

national and European level. Central among these is the need to strengthen 

democratic frameworks through the provision of targeted support structures 

and preventative educational initiatives that promote inclusive and constructive 

forms of male identity and belonging. The report further emphasises the 

importance of sustained investment in research, mentoring, and intervention 

programmes, alongside the promotion of global digital citizenship. This should 

be underpinned by enhanced international collaboration with technology 

companies to improve the regulation of online spaces and mitigate the spread 

of extremist content.  
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INTRODUCTION 

EMMELO: European Men, Masculinity, and Extremist Leadership Online 

examines masculinity as a tool used in extremist movements online across 

Europe and the threats it presents to democracy and the fundamental rights 

and principles of the EU. How men engage with these gender narratives has 

significant implications for how European men perceive democracy and the EU. 

EMMELO maps far-right movements in six countries across Europe: Ireland, 

Sweden, France, Hungary, Germany, and Slovakia. The consortium consists of a 

diverse mix of representatives from academic institutions, civil society 

organisations, and research centres, with interdisciplinary backgrounds in 

journalism, sociology, human rights law, gender studies, psychology, and media 

studies. The participating institutions include Matej Bel University, University of 

Galway, Université de Bordeaux, Central European University, Uppsala 

University, European Alternatives, University of Göttingen, and the Institute for 

Strategic Dialogue. 

The aim of the EMMELO project is to develop gender-sensitive tools and 

recommendations, raise awareness, shape policy, and enable practitioners and 

citizens to become informed about masculinity’s role within modern European 

extremist movements. To achieve this aim, EMMELO’s project tasks include 

analysing media and social platforms, conducting interviews with civil society 

actors, and using data scraping and gender-based analysis to map extremist 

communities and build national profiles for EMMELO’s Gender and Online 

Extremism (GOE) Digital Observatory. 

The present deliverable is the Six Country Profile Reports on Extremist 

Movements across Europe. Each country profile provides sociohistorical 

context to situate contemporary developments within broader political and 

cultural trajectories. Interviews were conducted in each country with non-

governmental organisations (NGOs), educational institutions, civil society 

organisations, international progressive political foundations, academia, and 

diverse professional backgrounds at local, regional, and national levels, 

including government representatives, journalists, think tanks, and activist 

organisations. It should be noted that interviewees were provided the option to 

maintain anonymity at the point of publication due to concerns around 

safeguarding, and when interviewees have chosen to remain anonymous they 

are referred to by the number they were interviewed in (e.g. interviewee #1). 

Finally, the reports put forward evidence-based recommendations to address 

the role of gender, and specifically masculinity, in extremist movements, to 

inform policy and future research. 
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FRANCE

Country Context and Extremism Landscape  

 

France is currently experiencing an unprecedented political crisis in the Fifth 

Republic. The 2024 legislative elections confirmed the ‘tripolarisation of the 

parliamentary arena’1 with a central bloc [the presidential Renaissance party and 

its allies], a left-wing bloc [La France Insoumise (LFI), Parti Socialiste, Parti 

Communiste and the ecologists], and a far-right bloc [Rassemblement National 

(RN) supported by the Union des Droites pour la République]. None of them hold 

an absolute majority. However, political instability could benefit the RN: October 

2025 polls credit its candidate to lead in the first round of the 2027 presidential 

election.2 

  

The RN has become a central player in French political life. Since the 

breakthrough of the Front National in 1984, and the rise of its leader, Jean-Marie 

Le Pen, to the second round of the 2002 presidential election, the party has 

gradually gained traction since 2011 when his daughter, Marine Le Pen, 

embarked on a ‘normalisation’ strategy. Renamed Rassemblement National 

(2018), and now chaired by Jordan Bardella, it has successfully established itself 

at the local, national and European levels. The RN dominates a far-right political 

offering that has diversified: alongside smaller parties (e.g. Debout la France!; 

UPR; Les Patriotes; La Ligue du Sud…), and more recent formations such as 

Reconquête!, founded by Éric Zemmour in 2022. 

  

Issues currently debated in French society, beyond global crises (ecological, 

geopolitical and others), are shaped by a difficult socio-economic context and 

by distrust in democratic institutions, the welfare state and migration policies. 

Societal transformations explain that political attitudes are linked to a ‘tripartite 

division of values’ with a social-ecological and cosmopolitan group (26%), a 

conservative, identity-based and authoritarian group (30%), and a moderate, 

ambivalent group (44%).3 The new electoral order is now less determined by 

class-based voting and the cross-class appeal of the RN is a fact4 5 The radical-

right gender gap has also disappeared.6  
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In this context, far-right themes are increasingly appealing: defence of 

nationalism; rejection of immigration (perceived as a threat to identity, security, 

women); rejection of democracy (criticism of pluralism, power of judges); 

criticism of progress (including minority rights); authoritarianism (valorisation 

of strong leaders, order and security), traditionalism (defence of French values 

and identity, secularism); and anti-egalitarianism (national belonging and 

marginalisation of gender, class or race in equality discourses).7 Across the far-

right spectrum, these themes are promoted differently.8 9 Whereas the 

Reconquête! party is clearly liberal in economic terms, the RN encompasses a 

social perspective and claims to address ‘all forms of vulnerabilities’.10 

Regarding their framing of ‘wokeism’ as a scapegoat, far-right stakeholders also 

differ according to their degree of conservatism or ‘identity liberalism’.11 The 

rights of women and minority groups are defended as part of a ‘Western’ 

identity defined in opposition to Islam, erecting these actors as defenders of 

secularism.12 They position themselves along a spectrum that spans explicit 

radical anti-feminism to the instrumental use of feminist rhetoric via 

femonationalist strategies, weaponising feminist tools and concepts to advance 

far-right agendas.13  

  

The far-right’s metapolitical project, consisting of preparing for political power 

by imposing an ideological framework,14 leads to a key ‘cultural battle’.15 It is 

supported through the reconfiguration of the media-cultural sphere, driven by 

powerful economic actors who are committed to a ‘reactionary crusade’, such 

as the industrialist Vincent Bolloré or the entrepreneur Pierre-Edouard Stérin. 

The latter developed a political agenda called the Périclès project (French version 

of the Heritage Foundation’s Project 2025). 

  

Far-right stakeholders have quickly invested in digital spaces and technologies16 

according to a strategy of ‘digital Gramscianism’.17 Feeling marginalised by the 

media, they found the Internet to be an opportunity to bypass all intermediaries 

in pursuit of their goal of ‘re-information’, particularly in the 2010s. In 2016, 16 

of the 30 most visited French websites were classified as far-right18. From 

pioneering blogs and websites such as Fdesouche.fr and TV Libertés, etc., to the 

recent emergence of influencers (Papacito, Le Raptor dissident, etc.), the French 

‘fachosphere’ appears to be ‘an interconnected ecosystem’19 with a high degree 
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of flexibility, since actors circumvent restrictions introduced in the 2020s by 

migrating to more confidential spaces such as Telegram and Signal.  

  

Historical and Current Extremist Activity  

 
The dynamics of French far-right extremism have long been documented by 

researchers.20 Journalists and anti-fascist activists have endeavoured to map 

this reality.21 This effort is necessary due to the unstable nature of the extremist 

environment and the rebranding of groups after dissolution by public 

authorities (e.g. l’Œuvre française, dissolved in 2013 became Génération 

Identitaire, dissolved in 2021, and re-emerged as Argos in 2022). Mapping is also 

necessary because these organisations are characterised by their local 

anchoring (e.g. La Bastide Bordelaise; Lyon Populaire, etc.), sometimes linked to 

football supporters' clubs or student unionism (formerly Groupe Union Defense, 

now La Cocarde). 

  

Some of these groups derived from post-WWII movements (those nostalgic for 

the Pétain regime, opposed to decolonisation, antisemites and anti-Marxists). A 

new generation is rooted in the New Right of the 1960s and 1970s (G.R.E.C.E, 

Œuvre française). This movement is composed of royalists (Action Française), neo-

Nazis and revolutionary nationalists (Egalité & Réconciliation, Parti de la France, 

etc.), fundamentalist Catholics (formerly Civitas), identitarians and 

‘confusionnistes’.22 ‘Confusionism’ (coming from ‘confusion’) refers to far-right 

strategies of ‘interference and hybridisation between the postures and themes 

of the far-right, the classical right, ‘Macronism’, the moderate ‘republican’ left or 

the ’radical-left’, a key trend in the French far-right’s metapolitical project.23 

Others, including the most radical far-right, aspire to a ‘total revolution’ and to 

legitimise violence as a means to put an end to political liberalism.24  

  

Nationalist and anti-feminist figures such as Eric Zemmour and Alain Soral 

contributed to spreading the idea of the ‘feminisation of society’,25 documented 

by scholars only from the mid-2010s.26 A French manosphere is emerging, 

presenting varying degrees of radicalism and violence, a misogynistic and anti-

feminist counterculture promoting traditional gender roles and masculinist 

norms.27 
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Several events mark the evolution of French extremist activity, most of them 

taking the form of intense protests and campaigns around the legislation such 

as the civil partnership bill (1998-1999), La Manif pour tous (2012-2013) (Brustier, 

2014), the ABCD de l’égalité, the unsuccessful launch of an educational 

programme by the Ministry of Education in 2013,28 as well as the Yellow Vest 

movement in some aspects (2018-2019).  

 

Besides these, the wave of Islamist terrorist attacks in Paris in 2015 and the 

subsequent attacks in the country drew attention to the phenomena of 

radicalisation. They also reactivated debates around secularism, 

communitarianism and insecurity, giving far-right stakeholders the opportunity 

to position themselves as a safeguard against Muslim fundamentalism. The 

resurgence of conspiracy theory movements (particularly anti-vaccination) 

during Covid-19 boosted online extremist activities leading to an increase in 

cyberbullying, and alarming data on young people's mental health.29 

 

The first commission of inquiry into the psychological effects of TikTok on 

minors took place in 2025, with French masculinist influencers called to testify. 

That same year, several prosecutions raised public awareness around the issue: 

a teenager who allegedly was radicalised online and identified with the incel 

movement was charged with planning to kill one or more women;30 a live-

streamed death on Kick exposed the intersections of violence, masculinity and 

ableism;31 a 20-year-old man was arrested for his interactions with the 764 

network originating on Discord.32 

  

Key Actors and Ideologies  

  

The French context presents a wide variety of far-right and masculinists 

stakeholders including websites (some of them promoting anti-feminist and 

explicitly masculinist ideologies, self-describing as ‘hoministes’, coming from the 

word ‘homme’, meaning ‘man’ in French), more or less structured organisations 

and groups (promoting ideologies revolving around royalism, neo-Nazism, 

ethno-nationalism or revolutionary nationalism, fundamentalist Catholicism 

and Identitarianism), as well as artists and media platforms (supporting the 
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‘cultural battle’33 by normalising and disseminating far-right's themes through 

entertainment and lifestyle content, often in the form of debates and podcasts). 

Some online gaming communities34 and sports communities35 constitute other 

major actors exploiting themes of masculinities, virility, and identity in 

participatory spaces. Several Individual influencers including political 

commentators, reality TV personalities, fitness, lifestyle and business 

influencers, etc., play a key role in spreading masculinist ideologies, more or 

less explicitly [ranging from Incels to Men Going their Own Way (MGTOW) and 

Pick Up Artists (PUAs)].36 Notably, several masculinist influencers also offer 

advice on cryptocurrencies, promoted to avoid paying maintenance to ex-

spouses.37 Also noteworthy is the recent conversion of the RN to 

cryptocurrencies.38 With regard to the 'Manosphere', some actors seem to fully 

adhere to the masculinist movement. Amongst explicitly masculinist ideologies 

are movements such as Incels, MGTOW or forums for sharing intimate content 

without consent such as Leakimedia. Importantly, female content creators and 

organised collectives also mobilise ‘women’ identities to advance ethno-

nationalist, anti-gender and anti-immigration agendas, often reframing 

traditional gender roles as forms of empowerment.39 As such, current works 

increasingly highlight the intersections between identity and nationalist 

discourses, with gender now constituting ‘a gateway to the far-right’.40  

  

Masculinity in National Context  

  

French gender norms have continually evolved in response to political, social 

and economic transformations, shifting from ideals of virility rooted in self-

control and chivalry to royal ‘absolute virility’, the ‘controlled virility’ associated 

with compulsory military service, and the nineteenth-century ‘triumph of 

masculinity’.41 The World Wars reactivated a war-like conception of 

masculinities42 while developing new forms of ‘fascist virility’, i.e. white but also 

heteronormative.43 Such norms have been increasingly challenged by feminist 

movements which would be responsible for a supposed ‘crisis of masculinity’.44 

Beyond a simple reactive backlash phenomenon,45 masculinist stakeholders 

have thus been promoting norms of masculinities, resulting in greater 

polarisation. For example, (young) women have become more sensitive to 

feminism while (young) men are increasingly attracted to masculinist 
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discourse.46 According to surveys, three quarters of men believe that men 

should protect women; 42% think women should have few sexual partners; 53% 

believe men should know how to fight, and 46% think men should not show 

emotions.47   

  

Such polarisation of gender norms provides fertile ground for extremist 

movements,48 which capitalise on men’s identity-related insecurities through 

alarmist narratives about the ‘disappearance of virile values’ and the perceived 

weakness of today’s men.49 Many actors use the narrative of the ‘feminisation 

of society’ as a key explanation for ‘national decline’, caused by feminist 

movements’ redistribution of gender roles, LGBTQIA+ rights promoted by the 

‘LGBT lobby’ and the ‘Islamisation of society’.50 Masculinities depicted as positive 

and desirable by extremist movements are deemed to be necessary to restore 

a natural order dominated by white men.51   

  

Mobilisation Trends  

  

One of the foundational moments for mobilisation was the creation of 

movements for the rights of fathers in France, which paved the way for the still-

active masculinist rhetoric promoted by various associations such as SOS Papa 

and the Groupe d'Etudes sur les sexismes (‘Study Group on Sexisms’). The latter 

of these was created in 2008 and claims to be ‘feminist, hominist and pro-equal 

rights’.52 These movements constitute a transnational vehicle for the 

dissemination of anti-feminist ideologies.53 

  

The 2012 Manif pour Tous protests constituted an unprecedented platform for 

expression, coalition-building and normalisation of extremist discourse54 while 

bringing new female leaders through a ‘regeneration of the identitarian radical-

right’.55 These movements are inherently part of transnational dynamics and 

could be considered among the catalysts for the Europe-wide anti-LGBTQIA+ 

rights movement.56 Some are members of transnational networks and 

platforms such as the World Congress of Families and Tradition, Family and 

Property, which gather ultra-conservative actors to coordinate campaigns 

against abortion, sex education, LGBTQIA+ rights and gender equality at the 

European and international levels.57  
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Anti-feminist mobilisations have multiplied since the #MeToo movement; this 

involves a strategy of exhaustion and cyber surveillance through raiding 

feminist accounts, trolling, doxxing and the use of bots.58 Several waves of 

cyberbullying against female activists, politicians and social media figures have 

been instigated by far-right groups.59 Offline too, femonationalist movements 

have increasingly been infiltrating feminist gatherings and demonstrations,60 

especially after the French feminist movement took a majority stance against 

the genocide in Gaza.61   

 

Interview Findings 

 

We interviewed six stakeholders from diverse professional sectors, operating at 

various levels of intervention practice (local, regional, national, and 

transnational) and addressing the topic from complementary lenses, including 

deradicalisation, feminism, far-right extremism and online violence. 

Participants were recruited through existing professional networks and 

following a snowball sampling method.  To protect participants’ privacy, all 

interviewee names have been anonymised. 

 

 

Interviewee # Details 

1 Journalist specialising in the most radical segment of the far-

right spectrum and contributor to a national progressive 

media outlet and newsletter on the topic. 

2 Practitioner in a pioneer local deradicalisation centre 

founded in 2015, post Islamist terrorist attacks whose focus 

extended to other forms of extremism. 

3 Practitioner from an online platform hosting a reporting 

mechanism for illicit online content which recently obtained 

the ‘trusted flagger’ status under the EU’s Digital Services Act. 

4 Coordinator of a regional feminist association’s 

communication strategy, one of the oldest in the country 

focusing on gender-based violence education, and sexual and 

reproductive justice. 

5 Director of one of the main national feminist and anti-racist 

organisations tackling gender-based cyberviolence. 
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6 Research and advocacy officer overseeing the strategy of a 

transnational feminist organisation. 

 

Shifts in Extremist Strategy and Leadership 

 

According to interviewees, the recruitment, communication and organisation 

strategies of extremist groups have undergone significant changes with the 

widespread use of digital technology, particularly social media, and especially 

since Covid-19 (interviewees #2, #3, and #5). Young people are the main targets 

as leaders of these extremist movements tend to exploit feelings of exclusion, 

including those experienced during adolescence (interviewee #2), fostering 

belonging around common values ‘to form a pack’ (interviewee #5). The 

objective is to build a virtual community, a process reminiscent of dynamics of 

control observed in sectarian organisations (interviewee #2). This phenomenon 

is further facilitated by the use of online pseudonymity (interviewee #5), 

encouraging violent behaviour (interviewees #3 and #5).  

 

Recruitment can also be consolidated through ‘rites of passage’ framing, 

involving in the most extreme cases, animal abuse, self-harm or even physical 

and sexual violence, often inflicted on young girls (interviewee #5).   

 

This is the case with the 764 network, a violent and nihilistic extremist network 

founded by American Bradley Cadenhead, with which the 20-year-old man 

arrested in Normandy in August 2025 was associated.62 These initiation rituals 

contribute to strengthening the sense of community belonging, while also 

forming part of a ‘gamification logic’ that promotes forms of addiction, 

psychological control and distancing from reality (interviewee #5).  

 

Communication revolves around seemingly depoliticised ‘proxy’ themes 

centred on lifestyle (ie. seduction, personal development, sports, 

cryptocurrencies, financial investments, meat consumption, etc.), making such 

discourses difficult to detect by platforms’ moderation mechanisms 

(interviewees #4 and #5). The objective is to institute an ideology in a subtle and 

gradual manner, ‘under the surface, in a very insidious way’ (interviewee #5). This 
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ideology is often based on relatively simple, accessible discourse that can be 

easily disseminated through short formats such as reels or stories posted on 

video-centric platforms including TikTok or Instagram (interviewee #1).  

 

Experts interviewed also highlighted the growing use of emotion-based 

communication strategies, seeking to provoke a reaction from the public 

through deliberately ‘divisive’, ‘outrageous’, ‘provocative’, or even openly ‘violent’ 

statements, often using ‘irony or humour’, generating more engagement63 

(interviewees #1 and #6). Finally, extremist communication has been 

transformed by the proliferation of immersive technologies such as deepfakes 

and ‘nudify’ apps, which young people in particular have mastered (interviewee 

#3). 

 

In this ecosystem, there are different levels of organisation depending on the 

types of actors and movements (interviewees #1 and #4). Some spaces are 

characterised by internal hierarchies and peer validation systems while others, 

particularly those involving influencers, are more diffuse (interviewee #3). 

Nevertheless, this remains a coordinated and interconnected movement, 

driven by a new generation of actors who have fully mastered digital codes and 

fully realised the central role of digital technology in ideological organisation 

(interviewee #1). This is particularly the case for militant figures or movements, 

whether they come from the far-right (interviewee #1) or from certain fringes 

of radical feminism, such as TERF (trans-exclusionary radical feminists) 

(interviewees #4 and #6).  

 

Another organisational tactic that is now commonplace is the strategy of 

‘featuring’, which consists of an already influential personality legitimising and 

raising the profile of new figures by associating them with their media visibility 

(interviewee #1). This is the case, for example, with the influencer Le Raptor 

collaborating with Papacito in podcasts, or Cyril Hanouna inviting Thaïs 

d'Escufon to appear on his show.   

 

The constant back-and-forth movement along the online/offline continuum is a 

key element in leadership legitimisation strategies (interviewees #3 and #5). 

Several communities organise in-person training sessions, particularly in the 
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form of survivalist camps (interviewee #3), playing a decisive role in 

strengthening group cohesion and loyalty to leaders. This hierarchical 

dimension is central to leadership and is manifested both through rites of 

passage and through a more or less explicit hierarchy of statuses and roles 

within the communities (interviewees #1, #3, and #5). Some leaders use 

violence against their own community in ‘binary loser versus winner logic’ in order 

to establish their legitimacy, mirroring capitalist mechanisms presenting 

domination and competition as positive values (interviewees #5 and #6). 

 

Masculinity Constructions 

 

The contours of the definition of masculinities remain vague and nebulous. One 

interviewee, a member of an association working to prevent Islamist, far-right, 

pro-Russian and antisemitic movement radicalisation, reported that he had not 

observed any clear differences in the way these masculinities are expressed or 

valued according to the ideologies (interviewee #2). However, the degree of 

centrality and theorisation of these narratives varies according to the extremist 

movement (from the Exposure Manifesto thoroughly theorising women’s 

oppression to the Iron Skull Division manifesto which does not give such a 

central place to gender domination) (interviewee #3).  

 

Commonalities between different masculinist movements lies in the promotion 

of a ‘societal project based on domination and the polarisation of gender norms’ 

(interviewee #4). Extremist discourses on masculinities also revolve around 

issues of power, money and social status, thus establishing a class hierarchy 

(interviewees #2 and #5), but also around the cult of the body, physical 

performance and appearance (interviewee #2). Thus, the norms of masculinity 

promoted by these extremist movements are white, Western, privileged, 

cisgender, heterosexual and able-bodied masculinities.  

 

Therefore, the search for a scapegoat as an oppositional reference point for the 

construction of identities and masculinities fits perfectly with far-right ideology 

(interviewees #1, #4, #5 and #6). These ‘right-wing masculinities’ constitute an 

identity-building process in opposition to norms perceived as progressive or ‘woke’ 

(...) and dangerous to White, Western civilisation’ (interviewee #5). Moreover, some 
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groups overturn class stereotypes, such as those of the French ‘beauf’ (‘chav’) or 

the hunter, as embodiments of traditional rural masculinity (interviewee  #4).  

 

Finally, ableism is presented as one of the under analysed dimensions of 

masculinist movements. Men should be ‘physically capable’, i.e. of violence and 

domination through physical strength (interviewee #1) as evidenced by the live 

death of Jean Pormanove (a disabled man) on Kick (interviewee #5). Hence, 

masculinities act as a ‘lever’ (interviewees #4 and #6), a ‘work objective’ 

(interviewee #2), and a steppingstone ‘that unlocks other mental boxes’ leading 

to other extremist ideologies (interviewee #4). 

 

Impact on Prevention and Democratic Engagement 

 

Many respondents emphasise that the main consequence of extremist 

discourses mobilising the notion of masculinity is the production and 

legitimisation of gender-based violence, occurring in both digital and physical 

spaces (interviewees #3, #4, #5 and #6). This violence constitutes a direct attack 

on fundamental democratic principles, in particular respect for human dignity, 

the right to life, the right to live free from violence and the right to privacy 

(interviewee #5).  

 

This violence is sometimes directed against women, children and gender 

minorities as individuals (cyberbullying, sextortion, online sexual exploitation, 

forced mutilation or even forced suicide, etc.), but also against feminist 

organisations as rights defenders. The example of the French family planning 

(Planning Familial), one of the oldest feminist movements for popular education 

in France, which has been campaigning for more than 60 years against violence 

and for education on sexuality, as well as reproductive health, illustrates these 

dynamics of intimidation against feminist structures. Their premises, located 

throughout France, are regularly targeted by attacks and vandalism committed 

by extremist actors (interviewee #4). These physical attacks are part of a 

continuum of online to offline violence and also manifest themselves in 

systematic harassment online, particularly when the Planning Familial launches 

awareness campaigns on inclusivity, trans identities and access to abortion. 

These attacks also take the form of trolling under the Planning Familial's social 
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media communications, cyberbullying of its representatives, and raids 

organised by the 'Manosphere' (interviewee #4).  

 

Respondents also mention the growing influence of media entryism by 

economic actors from the far-right (interviewee #1), who are strengthening 

their influence on the political and cultural agenda64 (interviewees #5 and #6). 

This influence leads to the promotion and normalisation of misogynistic, racist, 

classist, transphobic and ableist hate speech (interviewees #1, #5, #6). As 

summarised by a prevention practitioner, these phenomena contribute to a 

decline in ‘universalist ideas in favour of a conservative ideology’ increasingly 

dominating the public debate (interviewee #2). 

 

Notable Practitioner Insights 

 

The interviewees revealed a broad range of response strategies. For feminist 

activists and practitioners, the adoption of an intersectional framework is a 

central pillar of the response framework (interviewees #4 and #5). Practitioners 

who are more involved in primary prevention and support for radicalised 

individuals emphasise the effectiveness of a multidisciplinary and multisectoral 

approach (interviewees #2 and #3). One interviewee also reflects on the place 

of male allies in activist circles, particularly feminist circles, who should 

materially contribute through logical and financial support rather than create 

male-only spaces (interviewee #4).  

 

Moreover, the issue of discourse framing came up regularly in the interviews. 

Respondents highlighted the political issues associated with the use of terms 

such as ‘radicalisation’, ‘extremism’, ‘terrorism’ and even ‘violence’, which can be 

exploited for racist and Islamophobic purposes (interviewees #2, ##4, 5 and #6) 

and to repress social movements (interviewees #4, #5, and #6). The notion of 

‘radicalism’ also encompasses a positive connotation, often promoted by 

feminist movements (interviewee #6). Another participant critically analyses the 

categorisation process altogether: ‘determining what is […] extremist or not is a 

way of removing what is ‘acceptable democracy’ from the democratic sphere’, one of 

the reasons for far-right parties’ normalisation’ (interviewee #4). One interviewee 

expressed concern about the consequences of discourse framing on the 
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development of security-oriented public policies for surveillance purposes, 

particularly around the end of online anonymity, such as the Chat Control 

Regulation (interviewee #5).  

 

The discursive framing calls for a more comprehensive reflection on the issues 

of visibility and media coverage. Some respondents advocate the need to 

politicise the media discourse (interviewees #4 and #5), while another 

promotes a strategy of ‘political neutrality’ (interviewee #2). Several trends in 

media coverage have been identified, such as sensationalism of the subject 

around Islam (interviewee #2), and the equal treatment of anti-feminism and 

feminism by certain media outlets, particularly in the choice of speakers to 

address this subject (interviewee #6). The interviewed journalist’s editorial team 

wishes to cover this topic in a more specialised manner (interviewee #1). 

Another key dimension of the visibility strategies lies in the media coverage of 

attacks against feminist organisations (interviewee #4). While in some 

situations, internal policies consist of not publicising physical attacks, other 

configurations allow organisations to capitalise on attacks to increase their own 

visibility, mobilise public support or trigger fundraising campaigns.65 

 

Finally, the role of women in spreading extremist ideologies emerges in the 

interviews as an increasingly important issue. Alliances between transphobic 

movements, particularly TERF (Trans-Exclusionary Radical Feminism) groups, 

and far-right movements (interviewees #4, #5 and #6), provide both groups 

with access to institutional spaces of power (interviewee #4; Bock, 2022). Other 

forms of alliances are observed between extremist movements mobilising 

masculinist and femonationalist currents, such as Némésis (interviewees ##1 

and 5). One respondent also highlights the evolution of her own feminist 

association that moved beyond condemning masculinist movements as such, 

but also of exposing certain women from the far-right in normalising such 

discourses (interviewee #6). 

 

Concluding Analysis: Cross Source Convergence 

 

Research and response strategies concerning the mobilisation of masculinities 

by extremist actors in France lag behind other European and North American 
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contexts,66 partly due to the relatively recent emergence of masculinities 

studies in France in the mid-2010s.67 In this context, establishing the link 

between masculinities and extremism remains an emerging field of research, 

although work on anti-gender movements has already documented certain 

aspects of the French context, especially in English-language literature.68 It 

seems that activists, particularly feminists, as well as journalists and online 

content creators, have anticipated academic research in identifying and 

analysing the phenomenon of radicalisation through masculinities, as shown by 

empirical results. In general, the content of interviewed stakeholders’ discourse 

seems to converge, with the exception of the framing and politicisation of the 

topic, which differ significantly between activists and more institutionalised 

actors.   

 

Transnational Dynamics 

  

Empirical and desk-based research reveals that the mobilisation of 

masculinities by extremist movements is truly rooted in transnational dynamics 

(all interviewees). This can be explained by the borderless digital dimension, the 

increasing accessibility of English-language content, and the transnational 

mobilisation power of these highly organised and well-funded movements 

(interviewees #1, #3, and #6).   

 

Although the French case does not appear as particularly unique, one 

transnational anti-gender politics expert highlights three dimensions that are 

characteristic of the French context (interviewee #6). The first is a certain delay 

in understanding the scale of the phenomenon and adopting public policies as 

a consequence of both a culture of French exceptionalism and the country's 

status as the home of human rights and freedom of expression (ibid.). This 

analysis is confirmed by French-language literature produced by our Canadian 

neighbours, who are pioneers on this issue.69 The second dimension is the 

question of convergence between extremist masculinist movements and 

femonationalist movements (interviewee #6). Indeed, Sarah R. Farris70 has 

theorised the concept, drawing on, among other things, the French context 

characterised by secular republicanism, colonial heritage and the influence of 

femocrats, figures of White, institutional feminism. Finally, the third dimension 
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identified is the growing mistrust of democratic institutions and mainstream 

media, triggering the success of social networks as a source of information 

(interviewee #6).  

 

Role of Masculinity in Extremist Mobilisation  
 

Research strongly demonstrates that narratives around masculinity are 

particularly strategic discursive and ideological tools for extremist movements. 

They are powerful instruments for recruitment, movement structuring and 

communication. Digital technology seems to have considerably accelerated this 

phenomenon, which has greatly favoured the emergence of numerous political, 

activist and media leadership figures. Although practitioners in the field point 

out that the radicalised public does not distinguish between or perform models 

of masculinity that are explicitly different according to extremist currents 

(interviewee #2), it is possible to hypothesise that masculinity norms vary 

according to the actors, their political positioning and their ideological goals. 

Further analysis is therefore needed to identify and compare trends in the 

discourse between actors who use legal and human rights rhetoric, such as 

movements for the ‘protection of fathers’ rights’, and other movements that 

openly advocate illegal hate speech around white supremacy, for example.  

  

Indeed, even within far-right groups, whether among extremist militant groups 

or even at the level of far-right parties (from the Rassemblement National to 

Reconquête!), the discourses do not appear to be entirely convergent, without 

being fundamentally opposed. These nuances would enrich our understanding 

of the reception and effects of these narratives. That said, on the far-right, it 

would seem that the emphasis on promoting white masculinity as a remedy for 

‘civilisational decline’ is increasingly becoming a common theme for targeting 

immigrant, Muslim and racial minorities. The experts interviewed and the 

literature confirm this convergence, namely the appropriation of feminist 

themes or tools. For example, Eric Zemmour borrowed the term ‘feminicide’ to 

form the neologism ‘francocide’, the murder of French people, allegedly 

because of their nationality. Meanwhile, he bans the words ‘gender’ and 

‘LGBTQIA+’, symbols of ‘new identities, subdivisions that are unbearable for the 

proponents of a united, uniform and immemorial French identity’.71  
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Implications for Policy and Prevention 

 
The issue of training as a form of primary prevention is identified as a key lever 

in the fight against extremism. The aim is to implement training provided by 

expert associations to professionals (police, justice, health, education, leisure, 

etc.), as well as school and university students (interviewees #2 and #3). The 

issue of educating men and constructing positive and inclusive representations 

of masculinity appears to be paramount in the context of this prevention 

component (interviewee #4). At the same time, data production and research 

are considered essential components of the prevention system (interviewees 

#2 and #3). Formulating a ‘fundamental theory’ based on field experience is 

considered as a key area for improvement in order to better understand and 

prevent the phenomenon while informing public policy (interviewee #2), with a 

gender-based approach (interviewees #5 and #6). 

  

Support structures for radicalised individuals would benefit from systematising 

the inclusion of the digital aspect into the deradicalisation process (interviewee 

#2). Indeed, this shortcoming leads to a lack of expertise in dealing with and 

understanding the extent of the digital phenomenon in the construction of 

narratives around extremist masculinities. This response model must be based 

on a multidisciplinary and multisectoral approach through strong collaboration 

between the health, psychosocial, education, culture, justice and other sectors72 

in order to avoid the pathologisation of the phenomenon. Furthermore, the 

interviewed practitioner from the platform for reporting illegal online content 

reiterated the importance of effectively deploying platform moderation and 

monitoring mechanisms in order to protect victims of cyberviolence 

(interviewee #3). These measures include the deployment of the ‘trusted 

flagger’ status, provided for in the Digital Services Act, as well as transparency 

reports to account for moderation practices and compliance with digital rights 

by platforms. 

 

Finally, according to the respondents, advocacy should rely more on 

transnational and European alliances (interviewees #2, #3, and #6) as a lever 

for implementing national public policies. Notably, only organisations 
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established within the institutional landscape of the fight against cyberviolence 

and radicalisation are familiar with the RAN/Knowledge Hub and use it in 

particular to form European networks or consortia for research projects 

(interviewees #2 and #3). These public policies must empower both states, 

technology companies and platforms in collaboration with actors in the field, 

including transnationally (interviewees #3 and #5).  

 

Some respondents cite foreign measures, such as the Take It Down Act in the 

United States, as examples that could inspire stronger European regulation on 

collaboration with platforms (interviewee #3). Beyond specific measures, 

feminist foreign policy is identified as a decisive political tool for integrating 

digital rights into the international equality agenda (interviewee #6). 

Interestingly, the fourth ministerial conference on feminist foreign policy, 

hosted by France in October 2025, included a session devoted to online 

violence. Another popular form of transnational advocacy includes the 

development of European social tools and networks based on common 

democratic values, which would constitute a true ‘European antithesis to X’.73  
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GERMANY 

Country Context and Extremism Landscape 

 

In Germany, the political climate has increasingly been marked by a 

mainstreaming or ‘normalisation’ of far-right narratives.74 This development 

reflects broader debates over social belonging across postcolonial, post-fascist 

and post-socialist contexts.75 Far-right actors draw on anti-feminist, 

heterosexist, racist, antisemitic, ultra-nationalist and völkisch-authoritarian76 

ideas to delineate exclusionary distinctions between ‘us’ and ‘them.’ In these 

antagonistic mobilisations, gender and sexuality play a central role, in 

conjunction with other dimensions of differentiation and inequality such as 

‘migration’ and race.77 

 

Binary and hierarchical constructions of gender and sexuality, and the 

idealisation of the (heterosexual and white) nuclear family, have long been 

integral to far-right worldviews. What is distinctive today, however, is the extent 

to which actors – such as the Alternative für Deutschland (AfD) – actively seek to 

reshape contemporary gender discourses.78 They strategically exploit gendered 

and sexualised as well as racialised and migranticised79 conflicts that resonate 

with everyday experiences and emotions.80 These reactions emerge amid 

contradictory (neoliberal) transformations of gender relations since the 1970s, 

including the partial integration of women into wage labour alongside the 

continued exploitation of unpaid care work, as well as the recognition of same-

sex marriage.81 Far-right actors frame these developments as threats to social 

cohesion and to an allegedly ‘natural’ (and unequal) social order.82 In the context 

of multiple intersecting social, political and economic crises, their antagonistic 

narratives offer exclusionary yet simplified explanations. Researchers identify a 

renewed emphasis on white, cisgender, heterosexual, able-bodied male 

supremacy (the ‘re-sovereignisation of masculinity’).83 

 

Social uncertainty provides fertile ground for far-right narratives of fear.84 The 

strongest increases in AfD support occurred in 2022-2023, amid the economic 

repercussions of Russia’s war on Ukraine as well as peak inflation.85 Germany 

has experienced three consecutive years without economic growth, the longest 
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stagnation since 1949.86 Rising housing costs,87 food and energy prices,88 and 

cuts to welfare systems have exacerbated the perception of social divisions, 

contributing to far-right mobilisation.89 

 

Economic malaise intersects with geopolitical tensions, such as surging energy 

costs and the effects of pro-Kremlin information warfare,90 the climate crisis,91 

and pandemic-related conspiracy narratives.92 The war between Israel and 

Hamas further amplified antisemitic and anti-Muslim narratives, accompanied 

by rising incidents of violence.93 Far-right actors instrumentalise these 

overlapping crises to reinforce social polarisation. 

 

Ongoing struggles over discursive boundaries shape the political landscape. 

Far-right actors seek to normalise anti-migration, racist, antisemitic, 

heterosexist, and anti-feminist narratives.94 Mainstream party actors 

increasingly echo these discourses, further shifting boundaries to the right.95 

Claims about ‘cancel culture’ are used to portray far-right actors as victims of 

censorship,9697 positioning them against broader democratic movements such 

as LGBTIQA+ and Black Lives Matter.98 

 

In the 2025 federal election, the AfD became the strongest opposition party, 

gaining particularly in East Germany, while the Sozialdemokratische Partei 

Deutschland (SPD) and Freie Demokratische Partei (FDP) suffered historic losses.99 

Although the AfD performed strongly in European (European Parliament, 2024) 

and regional elections (e.g., in Thuringia and Saxony),100 it has also recently lost 

several local contests.101 

 

Survey data indicate declining trust in democratic institutions and increasing 

acceptance of far-right attitudes. The 2025 Mitte-Studie finds that democratic 

values remain widely supported while acceptance of anti-democratic 

statements is on the rise.102 Although the share of respondents with fully right-

wing extremist [rechtsextremistisch] worldviews has declined, a stable grey zone 

of ambivalent attitudes persists.103 These trends were corroborate’d in the 2024 

Leipzig Authoritarianism Study, which reports declining satisfaction with 

democracy, rising ‘xenophobia’ in Western Germany, increasing hostility against 

trans* people, anti-Americanism, anti-capitalism and antisemitism. 104  
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Politically motivated violence has reached its highest level since 2001.105 Sharp 

increases were recorded in xenophobic [fremdenfeindlich] (+29.1%), anti-

foreigner [ausländerfeindlich] (+34.3%), antisemitic (+20.8%), and anti-women 

crimes (+73.3%).106 Anti-feminist incidents doubled107. Digital attacks have risen 

dramatically, disproportionately affecting women, the LGBTIQA+ communities, 

and migranticised and racialised groups.108109 

 

Historical and Current Extremist Activity 

 

After 1990, far-right networks between West and East Germany consolidated, 

developing specific local dynamics.110 Violent attacks targeting particularly 

racialised and migrantised groups marked the early 1990s (e.g., in Hoyerswerda 

1991, Rostock-Lichtenhagen 1992, Mölln 1993 and Solingen 1993).111 In the 

same period, far-right parties such as the Deutsche Volksunion (DVU) and Die 

Republikaner (REP) gained electoral footholds. There was also a growth of neo-

Nazi groups in Kameradschaften,112 the Rechtsrock (far-right rock) scene and 

autonomous nationalist networks.113 Between 2000 and 2007, the neo-Nazi 

terrorist group ‘National Socialist Underground’ (NSU) murdered at least ten 

people.114 These crimes were only uncovered after the suicides of two 

underground neo-Nazis in 2011, exposing structural racism and deep 

institutional failures.115 

 

Since the 2010s, global crises, the COVID-19 pandemic and Russia’s war against 

Ukraine, have intensified social polarisation. Anti-lockdown protests led to 

connections between conspiracy groups and far-right actors.116 Germany also 

witnessed a resurgence of far-right terrorism, including the murders of CDU 

politician Walter Lübcke117 (2019), the Halle synagogue attack (2019) and the 

Hanau shootings (2020).118  

 

The ‘long summer of Migration’119 marked a critical turning point: while many 

citizens acted in solidarity through volunteer and community initiatives, racist 

and nationalist rhetoric intensified particularly around racialised and sexualised 

narratives regarding migranticised masculinities after the 2015/2016 ‘Kölner 

Silvesternacht’ (Cologne New Year’s Eve night).120 Far-right mobilisation surged, 
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racist attacks increased,121 asylum laws were tightened, and anti-migration 

discourses consolidated.122  

 

Parallel developments unfolded in anti-feminist and anti-queer mobilisations. 

Historically rooted in backlash against women’s emancipation, contemporary 

anti-feminism increasingly fuses misogynist, anti-queer and ultra-nationalist 

worldviews.123 These respond to both anti-racist and feminist resistance and 

critique,124 such as the 2017 NSU Tribunal in Cologne,125 and the global impact 

of Black Lives Matter following the murder of George Floyd in 2020, and to 

progressive gains in gender and sexual equality.126 

 

Key Actors and Ideologies 

 

The German far-right includes heterogeneous actors who share overlapping 

political orientations. Anti-feminism, hostility against non-binary and trans* 

communities, as well as hyper-masculinity function as ‘bridging narratives’.127 

 

The 'Manosphere': An online ecosystem of so-called ‘men’s and fathers’ rights 

activists,’ ‘Incels’ (‘involuntary celibates‘), participants in the ‘MGTOW’ movement 

(‘Men Going Their Own Way’), adherents of ‘red-pill’ worldviews, and masculinist 

life coaches spreads anti-feminist, misogynist, heterosexist, patriarchal, 

authoritarian-masculine, or hyper-masculine worldviews.128 ‘Life coaches’ 

commodify these ideas and tie them to issues of individual autonomy, success, 

discipline and hierarchy.129 

 

Neo-Nazi actors: Groups such as the parties Der Dritte Weg or the former 

Nationaldemokratische Partei /Die Heimat openly reference Nazi worldviews and 

promote a ‘soldierly masculinity’.130 This is centred on toughness, discipline and 

sacrifice for the (nationally and racially imagined) collective, devaluing other 

masculinities, femininities and queer people.131 

 

The ‘New Right’: Groups like the Identitarian Movement, and think tanks such 

as the former Institut für Staatspolitik or Compact, deploy ‘metapolitical’ 

strategies to shift public discourse.132 Concepts such as ‘ethnopluralism’ (i.e., the 

idea of culturally homogenous, territorially bound ethnic groups), or ‘the Great 
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Replacement’ merge antisemitism, antifeminism, anti-communism, racism and 

hyper-masculinity.133 They foreground a figure of the (white and heterosexual) 

elitist male right-wing intellectual.134 Among them are actors of the far-right 

parties (e.g., the AfD) who participate in democratic political processes. 

 

Christian-fundamentalists ecosystems: These actors combine Christian-

fundamentalist and völkisch-authoritarian, racist, antisemitic, anti-feminist and 

heterosexist narratives.135 They use familiar online formats, with social media 

playing a central role, to spread conspiracy narratives, religious-fundamentalist 

messages and far-right worldviews.136 

 

Masculinity in National Context 

 

Hegemonic masculinity137 in Germany has historically been shaped by a 

gendered division of labour that anchored male identities in the nuclear family, 

paid employment and women’s economic dependency.138 In the Federal 

Republic of Germany (FRG), neoliberal transformations since the 1970s have 

widened social inequalities, despite feminist gains and the gradual liberalisation 

of gender relations.139 In the German Democratic Republic (GDR), hegemonic 

masculinity was shaped by state-socialist ideals of productive labour, collective 

achievement and political loyalty.140 Although formal gender equality was 

promoted, gender inequalities persisted.141  

 

After 1990, regional differences gradually diminished as West German 

masculinity construction became hegemonic.142 Nevertheless, post-socialist 

experience continues to influence contemporary gender and identity 

formations, including East German far-right and neo-Nazi milieus. 

 

Neoliberal restructuring and feminist achievements have destabilised 

historically entrenched forms of male authority in both the family and the 

labour market, while new insecurities around breadwinning and social status 

have emerged.143 Additionally, the rise of the service economy has diversified 

masculinity models, including more egalitarian family practices and broader 

acceptance of queer lifestyles.144 
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Intersection with Extremist Narratives 

 

Recent years show a rise in anti-feminist attitudes, both online and offline, along 

with growing support for far-right and authoritarian models of gender.145 The 

liberalisation of gender politics appears to be increasingly contested. Young 

men in particular show receptiveness to hierarchical, heteronormative and rigid 

constructions of gender.146 In Germany, in the 18-24 age cohort, 35 % of young 

women voted Die Linke, whereas young men made the AfD the strongest 

party.147 Men under 40 are overrepresented among masculinists who actively 

promote anti-feminist ideologies, defend authoritarian and hierarchical gender 

norms and mobilise against gender equality.148  

 

The ‘re-sovereignisation of masculinity’ is closely tied to far-right constructions 

of masculinity that valorise male domination, aggression, and the defence of a 

racially and sexually (white) homogenous and binary imagined community.149 

Historically, forms of soldatische Männlichkeit (‘soldierly masculinity’) held 

hegemonic status in German society until 1945 after which other forms of 

masculinity largely replaced them.150 Nevertheless, across far-right milieus, the 

ideal of the disciplined, militarised and violence-oriented man who provides for 

his family both economically and physically continues to occupy a dominant 

role.151 Digital environments amplify these militant ideals.152 

 

Mobilisation Trends 

 
Two anti-feminist and anti-immigration campaigns illustrate the current 

dynamic. 

 

‘Stolzmonat’ (‘Pride month’): a far-right counter-campaign to Pride Month that 

appropriates national colours to promote anti-queer narratives. It is adopted, 

for example, by New Right and AfD actors.153  

 

‘Remigration’: Popularised by the French Identitarian Movement, ‘remigration’ 

functions key far-right mobilising concept. It is used to advocate for mass 

denaturalisation and expulsion of racialised groups.154 



 
This project is funded by the European Union under grant agreement no. 

101177204. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) 

only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union. Neither the 

European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.  

 

Country Profiles          Page | 32 

 

Transnational Dynamics 

 

Digital platforms facilitate the global circulation of far-right, anti-feminist and 

anti-LGBTIQA+ narratives. U.S. gender political mobilisations, such as protests 

against drag story hours, have been adopted in Germany.155 Some masculinist 

influencers adopt monikers such as the ‘German Andrew Tate’. Transnational 

references also stem from political figures such as US President Donald Trump, 

who resonate with European far-right leaders such as Italy’s Giorgia Meloni and 

Hungary’s Viktor Orbán. Current research shows that  

the German-speaking 'Manosphere' largely mirrors international patterns.156 

 

This dynamic intersects with the broader use of digital technologies by far-right 

actors: far-right content remains highly visible on platforms such as X, and 

similar strategies are employed across other online platforms, undermining 

trust, safety and fact-checking measures. These developments demonstrate 

how far-right actors exploit technological infrastructures to their advantage, 

while worldviews emphasising libertarianism, authoritarianism, deregulation 

and individual autonomy can inadvertently align with far-right narratives.157 

Such interactions have concrete effects in Germany, as seen during recent 

elections, where digital mobilisation and algorithmic amplification played a 

notable role in shaping public discourse.158 

 

Interview Findings 

 

In total, 10 interviews were conducted with expert representatives of NGOs, 

educators and civil society actors engaged in initiatives aimed at preventing 

radicalisation or promoting democratic values. The interviews were recorded 

and transcribed using the software Noscribe. Interviewees were anonymised. 

The organisations were kept identifiable, in agreement with the participants and 

in line with the ethical guidelines of the EMMELO project, to highlight their 

specific expertise. 
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Interviewee # Details 

1 

  

Verein Niedersächsischer Bildungsinitiativen e.V. (Association of 

Lower Saxony Educational Initiatives, VNB). The VNB is a certified 

educational organisation recognised by the state of Lower 

Saxony which offers training and support for individuals, NGOs 

and civic initiatives. Its work focuses on queer and gender issues, 

intersectional perspectives on migration, and critical masculinity 

studies for practitioners and educators. 

2 DISSENS Institut für Bildung und Forschung e.V (Institute for 

Education and Research, Berlin) is an educational, consulting and 

research institute in Berlin, recognised by the Federal Agency for 

Civic Education and as a provider of child and youth services. 

Since 1989, it has focused on gender relations and critical, 

gender-reflective masculinity work; current projects include 

research on the 'Manosphere' and far-right masculinity.is a 

specialised counselling and resource centre addressing issues 

arising from the lived realities of boys and men. The organisation 

supports them in managing challenges and seizing opportunities, 

acknowledging the tension between the problems they 

experience and those they may cause. 

3.  

 

Mannigfaltig e.V. Institut für Jungen- und Männerarbeit in Hannover 

(Institute for Boys and Men's Work in Hanover) is a specialised 

counselling and resource centre addressing issues arising from 

the lived realities of boys and men. The organisation supports 

them in managing challenges and seizing opportunities, 

acknowledging the tension between the problems they 

experience and those they may cause anti-feminist groups, as 

well as smaller niche organisations. It situates current racist, 

antisemitic, and neo-Nazi ideologies within their historical 

continuities and developments. 

4  apabiz - Antifaschistisches Pressearchiv und Bildungszentrum Berlin 

e.V. (Anti-Fascist Press Archive and Education Center Berlin)  

focuses on the far-right in Germany after 1945. It monitors and 

analyses militant neo-Nazis, far-right terrorism, extremist parties, 

racist and anti-feminist groups, as well as smaller niche 

organisations. It situates current racist, antisemitic, and neo-Nazi 

ideologies within their historical continuities and developments. 
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5 Distanz e.V. - Distanzierungsarbeit, Jugendkulturelle Bildung und 

Beratung e.V. (Disengagement work, youth cultural education, and 

counselling, Weimar) is a Center for Disengagement Work in 

Thuringia and a non-profit organisation active across Germany, 

both online and offline. Its work focuses on interventions against 

far-right extremism and group-focused enmity, particularly 

among young people. 

The Center for Gender and Right-Wing Extremism provides 

nationwide training and advisory services with a gender focus to 

civil society, policymakers, youth workers, educational 

institutions, and media professionals on how to address far-right 

extremism, far-right populism, and group-focused enmity. 

6 

 

Fachstelle Gender und Rechtsextremismus, Amadeu Antonio Stiftung 

(Center for Gender and Right-Wing Extremism, Amadeu Antonio 

Foundation, Berlin). The Amadeu Antonio Foundation (AAS) aims 

to strengthen a democratic civil society that consistently opposes 

far-right extremism, racism and antisemitism. 

7 Bundesforum Männer (Federal Forum for Men, Berlin).  

The Federal Forum for Men is a German umbrella organisation of 

38 organisations that promotes gender policy work for boys, men 

and fathers throughout Germany. 

8  AntiAnti is a project by the NGO medialepfade.org – Verein für 

Medienbildung e.V. It operates in Berlin and Brandenburg, 

focusing on universal or primary prevention of far-right 

extremism, Islamism and antisemitism. AntiAnti aims at enabling 

young people to develop skills that help protect them from 

engaging with (online) content produced by far-right extremist or 

Islamist actors and from internalising antisemitic resentments. 

9  Mobile Beratung gegen Rechtsextremismus Berlin (Mobile 

Counselling Service against Right-Wing Extremism Berlin). The 

MBR serves as a central point of contact for individuals and 

institutions seeking to strengthen their capacity to respond 

effectively to manifestations of far-right extremism, far-right 

populism, racism and antisemitism in both professional and 

private contexts. The MBR collaborates with on-site stakeholders 

to develop context-sensitive strategies for action, including long-

term and preventive approaches. 
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10 Violence Prevention Network (VPN) is an NGO with over two 

decades of experience in preventing extremism and supporting 

deradicalisation and disengagement processes. Its team holds 

internationally recognised expertise in working with ideologically-

motivated offenders and individuals at risk of far-right or Islamist 

extremism. 

 

Shifts in Extremist Strategy and Leadership 

 

The interviewees observe a diversification and hybridisation of the far-right. 

This development is accompanied by increasing visibility of far-right positions 

and their ‘normalisation’ in the societal mainstream. The individuals involved 

are becoming noticeably younger amid intensifying radicalisation (interviews 

with MBR, VPN, and AntiAnti). 

 

‘[We observe] a process that has been underway for several years: a strong 

pluralisation of right-wing extremism [Rechtsextremismus] across various initiatives 

and milieus. These include groups that, only a few years ago, one could hardly have 

imagined cooperating, whether in demonstrations, joint projects, or similar 

activities. There is also a broader milieu marked by growing disillusionment with 

democracy, a trend that continues to intensify.’ (Interview with MBR) 

 

In connection with these developments, the interviewees report an increase in 

far-right violence, based on data from reporting and monitoring centres, as well 

as official crime statistics (see first section). They highlight high levels of anti-

feminist, politically motivated, antisemitic and racist violence. Attacks targeting 

queer people have reached record highs. In the digital sphere, they emphasise 

the likely large number of unreported incidents. 

 

Interviewees agreed that far-right actors have become key players in digital 

political communication, setting themselves apart from established parties, 

which have been relatively slow and ineffective in using social media platforms 

like TikTok or Instagram (interview with Distanz).159 On X (formerly Twitter), far-

right narratives appear to be widely spread without any sanctions such as 
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content takedowns or account bans. Interviewees note that other platforms, 

such as Instagram and YouTube, put more effort into regulating content (e.g., 

by complying with legal requirements such as the EU Digital Services Act, DSA). 

A related criticism is that many platforms seem to respond more to user reports 

rather than taking proactive actions.160 In general, interviewees observe 

insufficient intervention and regulation regarding hate speech and illegal 

content that undermines democratic values and human dignity. As a result, 

digital environments seem to provide ideal conditions for advancing 

mobilisation strategies and disseminating anti-democratic content.  

 

‘What we’re noticing, especially with a focus on these youth groups, is that it has, of 

course, become much easier to spread far-right content. You no longer have to wait 

for the NPD’s schoolyard-CD to get a chance to listen to Nazi or far-right music. It’s 

all much faster now, and ... you can just do it at home by yourself. You don’t have to 

work up the courage to go over to some group in the schoolyard and ask if they’ll 

take you along to a concert. So, it’s all much more low-threshold.’ (Interview with 

apabiz) 

 

‘One must also consider the points of contact, which have become much more 

permeable, i.e. the entry opportunities into the right-wing extremist scene. 

Simultaneously, there is a noticeable spread of so-called alternative media, including 

various right-leaning, legally ambiguous media formats and platforms operating 

extensively in the digital space. This intersects strongly with radicalisation, 

contributing to the emotionalisation of actors and the simplified or selective 

treatment of certain political developments.’ (Interview with MBR) 

 

Far-right and 'Manosphere' actors use online platforms for mutual exchange, 

networking, recruitment, and mobilisation, often reinforcing gendered and 

sexualised narratives. For example, groups and individuals linked to the AfD, 

the Identitarian Movement, or the III. Weg use platforms like X, Telegram, or 

Instagram to organise, coordinate and promote offline actions, such as counter-

protests against Christopher Street Day and Pride parades in cities like 

Magdeburg, Dessau, or Halle. 
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‘That’s why I definitely see a lot of networking potential there, and at the same time, 

the possibility to mobilise in a top-down manner […] for an actual kind of street-

fighting, in the sense that anti-democratic demonstrations and actions are being 

planned.’ (Interview with AntiAnti) 

 

Educators and practitioners describe that children and adolescents often 

encounter far-right and/or anti-feminist material (such as memes or Instagram 

Reels by 'Manosphere' influencers) without actively seeking it out or recognising 

their ideological framing (interviews with Distanz, VNB, and AntiAnti). The rapid, 

anonymous circulation of information can accelerate radicalisation processes 

among young people (interviews with apabiz and MBR). Police raids in Berlin 

and the ‘Verteidigungswelle’ case in Mecklenburg (where very young individuals 

were involved in planning terrorist attacks) illustrate this trend (interviews with 

apabiz and MBR). These dynamics have intensified significantly compared to 

previous years, with such cases becoming more frequent (interview with 

apabiz). 

 

Interviewees highlight the COVID-19 pandemic as a critical turning point. During 

lockdowns, many young people were confined to online environments, losing 

access to vital social and support networks (interviews with DISSENS and VPN). 

From 2020 onwards, interviewees observed an increase in online radicalisation 

(interviews with DISSENS and MBR). This trend applies not only to social media 

influencers but also to the gaming sector, where, for instance, ‘soldierly 

masculinity’ is reproduced. 

 

‘So, on the one hand, we observe in the gaming sector spaces that reproduce a 

certain form of militarised masculinity. Then, on social media, influencers play a 

huge role, both female and male influencers, such as Andrew Tate, but also right-

wing extremist influencers in the German-speaking context, who promote a 

particular understanding of gender, often combined with right-wing extremist 

ideology, extremist narratives, or even conspiracy theories.’ (Interview with AAS) 

 

‘What has also become increasingly apparent are radicalisation processes in digital 

spaces in which it is no longer necessary for specific individuals to introduce others 
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to right-wing extremism. Radicalisation can take place without the involvement of 

organised structures.’ (Interview with MBR)  

 

However, existing studies indicate that far-right narratives in digital 

environments have a limited impact unless they are reinforced through offline 

social environments, such as peer groups or subcultures, within youth clubs, or 

sports associations (interview with DISSENS). For instance, Tomczyk et al. show 

that extremist online memes alone have only modest radicalising effects.161 

However, their influence increases significantly when individuals are already 

socially embedded in corresponding offline networks. All in all, interviewees 

agree that more research is needed to understand the interplay between online 

and offline far-right mobilisation. 

 

Masculinity Constructions 

 

At the core of far-right constructions of masculinity lies an unequal, hierarchical 

and rigidly binary conception of gender. This conception is typically framed as 

‘natural’ and immutable, and at times even ‘God-given.’ Within this framework, 

only ‘real’ men and women are recognised as legitimate identity categories, 

each presumed to possess inherent and distinct characteristics (interviews with 

apabiz and AAS).162 In particular, interviewees emphasised that constructing 

gender diversity and feminism as threats to social cohesion constitutes a central 

strategy of far-right mobilisation. 

 

‘What we really see as the entry point, where young men get drawn in, is this very 

anti-feminist understanding of gender and the idea of being an ‘alpha male.163' 

(Interview with AAS) 

 

‘We repeatedly encounter irritation among young men, especially when it comes to 

the term ‘feminism.’ We simply notice that there is a lot of resistance to engaging with 

the topic at all.’ (Interview with AntiAnti) 

 

Interviewees described the far-right as a male-dominated scene that advances 

ideas of gender inequality and racialised constructions of society and the 

nuclear family. White ‘soldierly masculinity,’ in particular, embodies a hyper-
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patriarchal, hyper-masculine ideal situated at the apex of a symbolic, gendered 

hierarchy. It is constructed in explicit opposition to femininity, non-normative 

and/or racialised and migranticised masculinities and LGBTIQA+ positionalities. 

This ideal is characterised by an emphasis on authority, decisiveness, physical 

strength, and the position of a publicly visible protector and ruler. Emotional 

sensitivity, progressive attitudes or egalitarian behaviours are largely excluded 

from this worldview. (Interview with apabiz)164 

 

(White) women are primarily seen as mothers and caregivers, or ’guardians of 

the people’ (interview with AAS).165 They are valued mainly for their reproductive 

function to secure a racially imagined ‘bloodline’. As noted by the interviewees, 

far-right strategies increasingly provide identity politics aimed at young (cis-

)women. Unlike other dimensions of participation (such as involvement in 

criminal or violent acts), the gender gap appears to narrow regarding far-right 

attitudes (interview with AAS).166 Yet, opportunities for women within the far-

right movements remain highly constrained. While many young women can 

engage as activists, their participation is often circumscribed by the expectation 

that they will eventually marry, bear children, and withdraw from political 

activity. These formations remain in a highly patriarchal model where hyper-

masculinity and heterosexism continue to dominate (interview with AAS). At the 

same time, there is an increasingly visible demarcation against gender diversity 

and LGBTIQA+ positionalities. Anti-feminism and anti-queerness have become 

central areas of action. Misogyny and hostility towards trans*, non-binary, and 

queer people serve as markers of differentiation from the far-right movement’s 

own male-centred worldview. (Interview with apabiz) 

 

Interviewees observed different types of far-right masculinities (echoing the 

categorisation of far-right actors described above): 

 

Neo-Nazi milieus sustain highly visible public performances rooted in historical 

National Socialist aesthetics (e.g., symbols such as the swastika, the Black Sun) 

and gender constructions (e.g., on ‘motherhood,’ such as described above). 

They often openly express hate and support physical violence. These 

performances are characterised by a militarised or ‘soldierly form’ of 

masculinity. (Interviews with apabiz, AAS, VPN, AntiAnti) 
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Actors associated with the so-called ‘New Right’ tend to cultivate an elitist, 

academic and bourgeois masculinity. This is framed through selective 

exclusivity and social hierarchisation, positioning themselves ‘at the top of the 

food chain’ (interview with AAS). Narratives such as the ‘Great Replacement’ 

suggest that feminism and queerness weaken the (white and homogeneous) 

imagined community and its purportedly ‘natural’ gender order. The Western 

white man, according to this idea, must reassert his masculinity to protect 

women from allegedly threatening, racialised and migranticised men. 

(Interviews with apabiz, AAS, VPN, AntiAnti, DISSENS). 

 

In digital environments such as the 'Manosphere' interviewees observed a 

proliferation of so-called ‘life coaches’ over the past five to seven years. ‘Life 

coaches’ offer activities ranging from weekend retreats and boot camps to ‘pick-

up’ training under the guise of mentoring men. These actors promote notions 

of ‘libertarian-authoritarian masculinity’ based on physical strength, economic 

success, sexual dominance and the promise of individual autonomy (interviews 

with VNB and DISSENS).167 They often espouse a racist, heteronormative, binary 

and biologically deterministic worldview. They portray women as inherently 

predisposed to specific traits and evolutionarily programmed to deceive men 

(interview with DISSENS). Liberalism and women’s self-determination are 

perceived as problematic as they allegedly undermine the ‘natural order’ and 

erode men’s individual agency (interview with DISSENS). Masculinist advocates 

push for a return to what they consider the ‘anthropological foundations of 

human nature’ (interview with DISSENS).168 

 

A further variant emerges among Christian-fundamentalist actors. Their 

narratives centre on defending ‘traditional’ Christian values, grounded in 

hierarchical gender relations, heteronormative family models, and nationalist, 

racialised conceptions of society. They merge conspiracy narratives and 

religious fundamentalism with far-right worldviews. Also, this form of 

masculinity idealises male authority and guardianship, portraying white men as 

protectors of white women and children and a strictly binary and 

homogenously imagined social order against perceived social decline. It often 

manifests in opposition to LGBTIQA+ visibility and rights, as well as in resistance 
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to what is framed as ‘premature sexualisation’ [Frühsexualisierung] in education, 

and rejection of the so-called ‘homosexual lobby’ (interviews with apabiz and 

DISSENS). 

 

Interviewees emphasised that transitions between neo-Nazi, ‘New Right’, 

'Manosphere' and Christian-fundamentalist masculinities are fluid.  

 

‘The question becomes: when does a coaching account become a problem, especially 

when there are so many that are just sharing fitness content? The transition, from 

‘this is just fitness’ to ‘this is anti-feminist, this is problematic’, is very subtle. That’s 

why we specifically highlight problematic actors like Karl Ess or Alpha Brotherhood 

as examples. Then there are smaller, lesser-known accounts that are still focused on 

actual fitness coaching, to show how blurred this boundary is. And yet, there is 

always a persistent underlying narrative of this performance-oriented mindset.’ 

(Interview with AntiAnti) 

 

However, this fluidity does not eliminate the hierarchy among different models 

of masculinity. The interviewed educators also described how adolescents 

develop idiosyncratic interpretations in this context. 

 

‘I think that’s kind of a TikTok thing … And somehow it seems like it’s something really 

familiar or has become well-known ... And it’s part of this hierarchy of hegemonic 

masculinity concepts: there are the ‘Alphas,’ and then somewhere down the line are 

the ‘Sigmas,’169 which also express something very specific. And I always wonder how 

much of that … the adolescents actually pick up on. But if you ask them what a 

‘Sigma’ is, they have some kind of explanation for themselves. And I find that 

interesting, because when you look at it on its own … it sounds fine at first. They 

always say something like: ‘Yeah, it’s someone who doesn’t really care what others 

say and just does their own thing.’… But then there’s this whole chain of implications 

attached.’ (Interview with mannigfaltig) 

 

All forms of masculinity share a core emphasis on social hierarchisation and the 

demarcation of a narrow, exclusive notion of ‘true’ or ‘real’ (white, heterosexual, 

able-bodied) masculinity. Interviewees describe how the ‘re-sovereignisation of 

masculinity’170 is also reflected in political discourse and public media. 
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Masculinity is portrayed as a ‘core essence’ that must be affirmed and defended 

against perceived societal threats, particularly the influence of so-called ‘gender 

ideology’ (interview with VNB and DISSENS).  

 

Impact on Prevention and Democratic Engagement 

 

The practitioners and educators interviewed highlighted how the 

‘normalisation’ of far-right positions significantly influences their work. 

Educators reported that although young people may see themselves as 

democratic, many have incorporated parts of far-right, völkisch-authoritarian 

and nationalist narratives, such as reproducing anti-migrant or anti-feminist 

content. In particular, interviewees working in East Germany emphasised that 

the growing acceptance of far-right worldviews is affecting their pedagogical 

methods: support for democratic attitudes, once taken for granted, must now 

be actively cultivated. The practitioners also observed how adolescents are 

increasingly displaying far-right symbols and openly engaging with far-right 

music.  

 

Overall, practitioners described how rising anti-democratic attitudes and 

worldviews are challenging their efforts. This sometimes even results in 

harassment directed at professionals. They stressed that democracy education 

must prioritise establishing a solid democratic foundation, which often requires 

proactive development. Practitioners also highlighted the importance of 

supporting diverse educational and life course models and critically examining 

how gender- and diversity-sensitive pedagogical methods and materials are 

implemented. All interviewees emphasised that unsustainable, short-term 

funding and programme structures are problematic, particularly amid cuts in 

democracy education. In cases of anti-democratic radicalisation which 

respondents increasingly noticed, long-term formats and close collaboration 

with social workers and psychologists are essential. 

 

Online Extremism: Digital Narratives and Data Insights 
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According to our findings, platform use varies by actors and their target 

audiences. ‘Men’s and fathers’ rights’ activism, which dates back to the 1970s 

before the internet, often relies on Facebook or a more traditional website 

format. By contrast, younger users and influencers tend to favour TikTok and X. 

Actors within the 'Manosphere' or the AfD frequently operate their own 

websites and YouTube channels to disseminate content. Far-right parties such 

as the AfD also rely on social media platforms such as Instagram, WhatsApp and 

TikTok to reach broader audiences. According to a CeMAS report171 and several 

interviewees, Telegram has become the central platform for the German-

speaking far-right, particularly after bans on platforms such as YouTube, and 

Instagram. Similarly, far-right clandestine, terrorist groups such as those 

associated with the ‘Reichsbürger’ (‘citizens of the Reich’) movement and 

conspiracy narrative followers (such as COVID-19 deniers) use Telegram as a 

key communication channel (interview with apabiz).172 

 

While some actors have migrated to less regulated platforms such as VK, Gab.ai, 

or BitChute, these shifts often result in a noticeable loss of reach.173 Extremist 

youth groups, including those affiliated with far-right parties, are also known to 

use platforms such as Tellonym. Among younger age cohorts, particularly those 

aged 14 to 15, TikTok remains the dominant platform (interview with apabiz). As 

other investigations have shown, gaming platforms such as Minecraft or Roblox 

likewise serve as environments for far-right radicalisation and can attract even 

younger users.174 

 

Content Types and Aesthetics 

 

A wide variety of memes, slogans, hashtags, symbols, music, and video styles 

circulate in far-right online environments. Within antagonist far-right 

mobilisations, derogatory distinctions are produced through constructions of 

the ‘enemy’: in particular, queer, feminist and left-wing individuals and 

politicians, as well as racialised and migranticised groups are depicted in 

negative terms. In both the desk research, online ethnography and the 

interviews, the following elements were particularly notable: 
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Images that contrast the male ‘strong provider’ with ‘tradwives’ [‘traditional 

wives’], who embody conservative performances of femininity and domesticity. 

In opposition to these idealised far-right gender constructions (see section 

above), feminists are often depicted as unsuccessful, unattractive, ‘unnatural’ 

and externally influenced (e.g., through markers such as piercings, tattoos, or 

dyed hair). 

 

Gendered and sexualised narratives intersect with racist and antisemitic 

ones: (White, cis-gendered, heterosexual and able-bodied) women’s and 

children’s safety is often instrumentalised. Male refugees and migranticised 

men are frequently depicted as violent or sexually threatening (see the 

narrative of the ‘sexually dangerous Muslim men’).175 Trans*feminine 

individuals are often portrayed with grotesque or antisemitic images. Hashtags 

such as ‘#Stolzmonat’ and ‘#Remigration’ play a prominent role (see section 

above).  

 

Also, discourse around ‘migration’ is heavily exploited. This includes conspiracy 

narratives such as the ‘Great Replacement’ (see above). Feminists and left-wing 

actors are depicted as aiding the deliberate ‘replacement’ of the ‘native’ 

population. Mobile populations and migranticised groups are portrayed as 

violent, criminal or sexually threatening. This is used to emphasise the 

protection of women and children.  

 

Antisemitic conspiracy narratives depict liberal or left-liberal societies as 

controlled by secret elites (e.g., the World Economic Forum). Jewish, leftist, 

feminist, queer or climate activist groups are portrayed as agents of societal 

decay; they allegedly threaten a ‘natural’ order rooted in gendered and 

racialised inequality and the (heterosexual and white) nuclear family (interview 

with DISSENS). ‘Pepe the Frog’ is a widely circulated internet meme appropriated 

by far-right actors and conspiracy movements such as QAnon.176 

 

Anti-queer narratives emphasise the preservation of a homogeneous national 

community (‘Volk’). They advocate for the enforcement of the gender binary, as 

well as the defence of heteronormative and racist family models. Within this 

context, gender and sexual diversity, along with LGBTIQA+ visibility and rights, 
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are framed as threatening. Children and adolescents are frequently targeted: 

queerness or homosexuality is depicted as ‘perverse’ and is sometimes 

associated with paedosexuality.  

 

Transphobia is strategically employed to instrumentalise ‘safe spaces’ for 

women. This is exemplified by Marla Svenja Liebich, a prominent figure in the 

far-right scene in Saxony-Anhalt who campaigned against a self-determination 

law. By foregrounding the protection of children and women, these narratives 

are designed to appeal to the societal ‘centre’ and attract conservative actors. 

Transphobia also resonates beyond conservative circles. 

 

Another related meme revolves around the figure of the ‘Talahon.’ It negatively 

depicts racialised and migranticised young men who are characterised by 

specific clothing and urban styles (such as Gucci caps, cross-body bags, football 

jerseys and thick chains). The term likely derives from Arabic, roughly 

translating as ‘come here.’ It gained popularity through the song Ta3al Lahon by 

German rapper Hassan, which circulated widely on TikTok and other online 

platforms. In recent years, the term has been appropriated for racist and anti-

immigration narratives (including actors linked to the AfD and neo-Nazi groups). 

 

Within neo-Nazi online environments, a common focus is on physical and 

martial activities such as combat sports and narratives of nationalist self-

defense. These practices are often explicitly violent. They may encompass both 

combat sports training and participation in violent actions.  

This resonates with symbolic imagery like ‘pack’ [Rudel] motifs, survivalism and 

campfire aesthetics. However, interviewees noted that these resonate less with 

younger audiences. 

 

Mythical narratives and landscape (such as mountains) invoke idealised ‘one-

upon-a-time’ imaginaries (interview with apabiz). These are used to portray 

alleged external influences as threatening social coherence, thereby giving rise 

to narratives of danger. 

 

Simplistic, exaggerated and idealised gender depictions based on National 

Socialist prototypes circulate widely. Many of them are AI-generated. They 
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often feature white, blond, blue-eyed, athletic, cis-gender, and abled-bodied 

girls and women in skirts with long or neatly braided hair, alongside men with 

the same characteristics and hypermasculine, ‘alpha’ physiques. 

 

Within neo-Nazi online environments, anti-Antifa sentiment were described 

as particularly dominant among adolescents. This could be seen through 

statements such as ‘hunting leftist ticks’ or in symbols like ‘1161’ (a numerical 

code for ‘Anti-Antifascist Action’, a counter sign to ‘161’, ‘Antifascist Action’). 

 

Subcultural phenomena were also observed. ‘Ostmullen’ refers to young East 

German women active on platforms such as TikTok and X (formerly Twitter). 

They adopt far-right aesthetics, partly shaved heads, football fan imagery and 

streetwear codes.177 While their content normalises far-right gendered 

positions, it diverges significantly from the ‘traditional’, domesticated femininity 

(e.g., represented by ‘tradwives’ as seen in the LUKRETA movement).178 They 

instead embody a more subcultural form of far-right femininity embedded in 

binary, nationalist frameworks.179 

 

A parallel coaching scene was observed that partially overlaps with far-right 

environments. While especially common in the ‘Manosphere,’ it is not unique to 

it. Many male ‘life coaches’ emphasise dating, nutrition and dietary trends (such 

as raw food consumption) as markers of masculinity. Simultaneously, they 

promote body culture and fitness through muscular, highly trained physiques. 

Their content often features clothing that exposes the upper body alongside 

staged images of sculpted bodies. Beyond prescribing ‘male’ traits, these actors 

frequently outline what they consider desirable ‘female’ qualities. This 

reinforces essentialist and binary ideas about gender. 

 

In this context, (white, cis-gender, able-bodied and heterosexual) masculinity is 

often constructed as something to be defended. The boundaries of ‘acceptable’ 

male behaviour are often enforced by the nuclear family and peer contexts. 

Libertarian–authoritarian narratives depict social reality as harsh and 

oppressive (e.g., due to wage labour), fostering a sense of unfreedom among 

men. Their proposed solutions emphasise individual success and maximum 

autonomy (e.g., through financial independence or social status). Emotional or 
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egalitarian partnerships are portrayed as limiting personal freedom within an 

authoritarian model of masculinity receptive to far-right worldviews. Likewise, 

demands for social equality and social justice, such as feminist or ecological 

policies, are perceived as obstacles to male self-empowerment (interview with 

DISSENS).180 

 

Across online platforms, ‘woke ideology’ functions as a catch-all term for 

anything perceived to restrict personal freedom or autonomy, particularly that 

of men. ‘Wokeness’ is deployed as an enemy image to delegitimise policies 

promoting social equality or diversity, as well as sensitivity to discrimination 

(Interview with DISSENS).  

 

All in all, far-right online environments intertwine gendered, sexualised, racist, 

antisemitic, anti-feminist, anti-LGBTIQA+ and conspiracy narratives to construct 

enemy imaginaries and present social inequalities as ‘natural’. These 

environments justify authoritarian worldviews by mobilising emotionally 

charged narratives of social threat, as well as of a racially defined and 

heteronormative imagined community positioned against solidarity and 

equality-based visions of society. This reinforces a coherent anti-democratic 

message that builds on social hierarchisation and exclusion. 

 

Online Mobilisation  

 

The interview findings and desk research reveal an online–offline nexus within 

contemporary far-right milieus. Digital activity is not confined to virtual 

environments but frequently translates into concrete forms (such as street-level 

mobilisation). Offline events, in turn, provide material that is circulated back into 

online ecosystems. This includes activists travelling to anti-LGBTIQA+ 

demonstrations or staging far-right rallies, marches and flash-mob-style 

interventions.  

 

As a CeMas report on anti-Pride protests in 27 German cities during 2024 shows, 

newer far-right youth groups rely on social media platforms such as Instagram, 

WhatsApp and TikTok for recruitment and coordination.181 Several Queer Pride 

events faced large counter-mobilisations, with hundreds of far-right activists 
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participating. In Bautzen (in August 2024), approximately 700 neo-Nazis 

mobilised against a Queer Pride festival attended by roughly 1,000 participants. 

Observations from the interviewees nuance this picture. According to apabiz, 

some of the far-right (neo-Nazi) groups monitored during their research have 

more than 1,000 followers on social media. However, their actual mobilisation 

capacity remains limited. Despite their online reach, it is often only the same 20 

to 50 individuals who attend demonstrations or other actions in person. Overall, 

online mobilisation appears to depend strongly on local dynamics and on the 

specific forms of activism employed (interview VPN). 

 

Interviewees noted that far-right masculinity politics can function as an entry 

point to radicalisation (interviews with MBR and apabiz). Recent research 

demonstrates how radical groups strategically leverage algorithms and 

platform-mediated interactions to identify, target and recruit vulnerable 

individuals.182 These developments have contributed to the proliferation of 

violent incidents and the deterioration of far-right online discourse. In the 

German context, the attackers from Halle (9 October 2019) and Hanau (22 

February 2020) exemplify this dynamic: they belong to a generation of 

perpetrators who are active and networked online and who display distinctly 

misogynistic ideas.183 These cases illustrate how ideas of gender inequality, anti-

feminism, hostility towards LGBTIQA+, antisemitism and racism can facilitate 

pathways to far-right terrorism.184 

 

Interviewees observed that young men are particularly vulnerable to far-right 

content. Masculinity, intertwined with dimensions such as social inequality, age 

or unemployment, can serve as a gateway for engaging with far-right 

worldviews. Another key finding is that platform dynamics seem to contribute 

to the monetisation and normalisation of masculinist content.185 Influencers 

exploit biographical and social uncertainties by offering ‘traditional’ masculinity 

norms alongside promises of social and political security, dominance and 

status. They invite men to participate in a shared culture of experience 

(interview with VPN).  

 

Concluding Analysis: Cross-Source Convergence  
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The findings underscore the risks posed by rapidly evolving far-right 

ecosystems in Germany. Interview partners from counselling centres, educators 

and civil society organisations describe a pluralisation and expansion of the far-

right actor landscape over several years. Established and emerging far-right 

networks are increasingly mutually reinforcing, collaborating across online and 

offline contexts. Far-right concepts such as ultra-nationalist, völkisch-

authoritarian, racist, antisemitic, anti-feminist and heterosexist positions are 

increasingly normalised within public discourse. These developments can be 

read as reactive responses to broader tendencies toward the liberalisation of 

unequal societal relations in the context of neoliberal transformations. This 

includes advances that have been pushed forward by queer-feminist and anti-

racist movements. A particular development is the involvement of significantly 

younger individuals in far-right scenes accompanied by an acceleration of 

radicalisation processes. Official crime statistics and monitoring data indicate a 

rise in far-right, antisemitic, racist, anti-LGBTIQA+ and anti-feminist violence. 

Violent attacks on LGBTIQA+ communities, feminists and women have reached 

unprecedented levels. 

 

Across platforms, central actors in Germany’s far-right digital political 

communication include influencers from neo-Nazi, New Right, ‘Manosphere,’ 

and Christian-fundamentalist groups. TikTok, Instagram, X, YouTube and 

Facebook serve as key visibility platforms; Telegram functions as a central hub 

for far-right actors following suspensions from these mainstream platforms. 

Younger audiences encounter far-right content within online gaming platforms 

such as Minecraft and Roblox.  

 

Interview partners consistently criticised that platform regulation remains 

insufficient, often reactive rather than proactive. This means that the digital 

availability of far-right content has significantly lowered access thresholds. Far-

right music, memes and videos are instantly accessible. Radicalisation 

increasingly occurs without direct recruitment, frequently reinforced by 

algorithmic amplification. This means that young people often encounter far-

right content accidentally without recognising its ideological character. 
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Gendered, sexualised, and racialised narratives emerge as a core organising 

principle across online environments. The findings illustrate how memes, 

videos and other formats interweave antifeminism, heterosexism, racism, 

antisemitism and conspiracy thinking into enemy constructions. This shapes 

antagonistic imaginaries of ‘us’ versus ‘them’. Interview data further shows that 

these narratives resonate strongly with younger audiences. This is particularly 

the case when they tap into biographical uncertainties and broader social 

insecurities: they provide ostensibly simplified explanations (often) anchored in 

gendered and sexualised identity politics where masculinity plays a pivotal role.  

 

Across various platforms, German far-right actors work to naturalise binary and 

hierarchical conceptions of gender, along with an idealisation and privileging of 

the (heterosexual and white) nuclear family. Researchers have noted a 

(renewed) focus on white male heteronormative supremacy (‘re-

sovereignisation of masculinity’). Typically, far-right masculinity is characterised 

by male domination, aggression, autonomy and a nationalist-authoritarian 

sense of ‘protection.’ By contrast, femininity is often associated with 

motherhood and the reproductive responsibility for an imagined ethnically and 

racially homogeneous national community. However, other subcultural or 

milieu-specific articulations of femininity also exist.  

 

Among far-right actors, distinct constructions of masculinity can be identified: 

for example, the 'Manosphere' promotes individualised hyper-masculinity 

centred on self-optimisation, sexual entitlement and anti-feminism. By contrast, 

neo-Nazi groups cultivate militarised, ‘soldierly’ masculinities defined by 

discipline, toughness and sacrificial loyalty to a racially and homogenous 

imagined collective. Meanwhile, New Right actors advance elitist, völkisch-

authoritarian masculinities that frame white male heteronormativity as the 

protector of a culturally homogeneous nation. Variants also include Christian-

fundamentalist masculinities who merge religious with far-right worldviews on 

gender. All share a devaluation of women, feminism, queer and trans* people, 

and migranticised and racialised groups. 

 

These patterns are not isolated to Germany. They reflect and feed into 

European and transnational circulations of far-right gender world views. Desk 
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research indicates that German actors draw heavily on narratives from US 

'Manosphere' channels, but also on Austrian and French networks as well as 

broader European conspiracy ecosystems. Visual aesthetics (such as 

hypermasculine bodies, ‘TradWife’ imagery, and anti-’woke’ symbolism) move 

fluidly across borders. Hashtags like ‘#Remigration’ or antiqueer mobilisation 

strategies are embedded in pan-European antagonistic struggles. Conversely, 

German far-right influencers contribute to transnational repertoires, exporting 

digital content, rhetorical framings and international mobilisation techniques. 

 

The findings underscore that these transnational dynamics shape not only 

online ecosystems but also offline mobilisation. German actors adopt 

international far-right strategies, particularly regarding anti-feminist 

campaigns, anti-queer policies, anti-immigration and racist campaigns. Youth 

radicalisation increasingly unfolds within these transnational digital 

environments where German-language content is interwoven with 

international narratives. 

 

Implications for Policy and Prevention 
 

Far-right actors exploit existing social inequalities and crises to mobilise ‘politics 

of fear’186 through antagonistic constructions of ‘us’ versus ‘them’. These 

affective strategies create a lever effect where perceived threat is used to justify 

exclusionary hierarchies, völkisch-authoritarian and heterosexist gender norms. 

Effective prevention must target these levers of mobilisation, disrupting enemy-

image formation and offering alternative pathways that counteract radicalising 

dynamics. 

 

While such dynamics cannot be translated into simple prevention programmes, 

they are analytically indispensable for understanding why far-right 

masculinities resonate. To engage effectively with these affective dimensions, it 

is crucial to take their references to societal discontent seriously. It is as 

important to offer alternative responses to pressing questions of social 

belonging and participation.187 At the long-term structural level, the focus 

should be on establishing and maintaining social security systems and 

counteracting processes of marginalisation and precarisation among specific 

population groups. This should be done in line with democratic principles of 
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solidarity. Crucially, prevention strategies must actively counteract mechanisms 

of fear- and enemy-making. This is needed to reduce the discursive and 

affective power of far-right narratives. 

 

In short, the findings point to three key implications for prevention efforts and 

the strengthening of democratic resilience.  

 

First, gendered, sexualised, migranticised and racialised narratives that 

naturalise social inequality and hierarchies must be recognised as central 

drivers of far-right mobilisation. This underscores the importance of diversity-

sensitive pedagogical approaches, proactive engagement with boys, girls, inter, 

non-binary, and trans* youth. It also requires the promotion of progressive 

models of masculinity, femininity and diverse gender expressions.  

 

Second, prevention strategies need to address digital radicalisation patterns 

that are increasingly transnational, aestheticised and youth oriented. This 

requires stricter regulation of online platforms but also ‘safety by design’ 

measures, algorithmic transparency, deeper research on digital environments, 

and interventions that leverage their potential for dialogue and democratic 

engagement. 

 

Third, the transnational interconnectedness of anti-feminist, racist and völkisch-

authoritarian narratives necessitates cross-border cooperation. This will involve 

sustainable funding structures and integrated approaches across youth work, 

education, civil society and social services. This entails attention to biographical 

crises, researcher safety, the sustainable institutionalisation of practical 

initiatives and comprehensive support structures for those harmed by far-right 

actors and worldviews. It also should provide tailored programmes for 

marginalised groups. 

 

Sustainable funding and expansion of mobile counselling, monitoring, 

deradicalisation and victim support: Mobile advisory services, monitoring 

initiatives, deradicalisation programmes and victim support centres must be 

secured with long-term, sustainable funding and systematically expanded to 

ensure consistent, accessible and effective intervention across regions. 
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Understanding the performative nature of far-right gender narratives: 

Masculinity and femininity are often constructed in hierarchical and binary 

opposition, resulting in social exclusion and devaluation. Such constructions are 

fundamentally anti-democratic. Strengthening diversity-sensitive education 

and social work, providing adequate support, and guiding younger (and older) 

people through multiple crises are essential to help them navigate beyond 

authoritarian patterns and develop inclusive, egalitarian frameworks. 

 

Strengthen and support diversity-sensitive pedagogy and diversity-

focused initiatives: These programmes and organisations are central to 

effective prevention and democratic education. They should therefore be 

supported in a sustainable and foundational manner. Programmes and policies 

should systematically incorporate and promote alternative, democratic, non-

normative and non-hierarchical understandings of masculinity, femininity and 

diverse gender identities. Building on intersectional approaches, programmes 

should account for how gender intersects with race, ethnicity, class, ability and 

other social dimensions. This will support young people in navigating social 

norms while fostering awareness, respect and inclusion of diverse 

identifications. It is recommended that these initiatives ensure the integral 

participation of marginalised social groups including LGBTQIA+ communities as 

well as racialised and migranticised communities. This is necessary so that their 

perspectives and experiences meaningfully shape programme design and 

implementation. 

 

Articulation of progressive models of masculinity: Masculinist influencers 

exploit insecurities around ‘becoming a man’, promising dominance, stability, 

and control. Interventions should address these issues of broader life conduct 

as entry points to counteract authoritarian masculinities. This should cover 

work, family, friendships, care relationship and leisure. 

 

Distancing from far-right narratives and fostering democratic values: Far-

right masculinities do not necessarily align with the aspirations of young people. 

While these narratives promote inequality, young people may also seek 

respectful, equitable relationships. Progressive interventions should address 
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desires for connection, stability and care without reinforcing reactionary and 

binary gender norms. 

 

Stricter and comprehensive regulation of digital platforms: Legal capacity 

to intervene on digital platforms is essential. European and German 

frameworks, such as the EU DSA and the DDG, provide mechanisms for content 

moderation and platform accountability. However, enforcement gaps remain. 

Provisions (e.g., to protect women such as the 2024/1385 Directive on 

Combating Violence Against Women and Girls) should be strengthened to 

better enforce mandatory algorithmic transparency, accountability for 

recommendation systems, and ‘safety by design’ standards. This can reduce 

user exposure to extremist content while promoting safer online environments. 

Given that social media often perpetuates harms and facilitates access to 

radicalising content, platforms must take proactive measures to prevent the 

amplification of extremist narratives. 

 

Research, data access and accountable, long-term knowledge production: 

The interconnections between digitalisation, (naturalised) inequality narratives 

and life conduct remain underexplored. Research initiatives should include 

secure, ethical access to social media data, platform analytics and content 

moderation records to trace radicalisation pathways effectively. Sustainable, 

long-term funding should support comparative, inter- and transdisciplinary, 

and cross-national research. This can institutionalise expertise beyond short-

term pilot projects. 

 

Strengthening field sustainability and cross-border coordination: Long-

term, stable funding is crucial for research, prevention programmes and 

educational initiatives. The EU can play a central role by integrating perspectives 

from researchers and practitioners across member states, fostering cross-

border knowledge exchange and promoting the institutionalisation of 

successful interventions. 

 

Researcher and practitioners’ health, safety and resources: Working on 

radicalisation, (gendered) far-right extremism and political violence involves 

emotional, psychological and security-related risks. Funding schemes must 
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provide counselling, mental health support, safety assessments and protective 

infrastructure for researchers and practitioners’ staff. 

 

Support during biographical crises: Experiences of rejection, marginalisation 

or separation can increase susceptibility to far-right and masculinist narratives. 

It is crucial to provide long-term, sustainable support for initiatives and 

programmes that offer pedagogical interventions taking these vulnerabilities 

seriously. They must provide non-reactionary strategies to manage frustration, 

relational conflict and emotional strain across all gender groups. 

 

Support structures for those harmed by far-right ideologies: Victims of anti-

feminist, queer- and transphobic, racist, and antisemitic violence require 

accessible, well-resourced and intersectionally informed support networks. Civil 

society initiatives, counselling services and digital reporting mechanisms should 

be strengthened and tailored to support boys, girls, non-binary, inter and trans* 

children, adolescents, and adults with a particular focus on marginalised 

groups. 
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HUNGARY 

Country Context and Extremism Landscape 

 

In academic and policy literature, Hungary is intensively discussed as a 

prominent case of democratic backsliding under the leadership of Viktor Orbán 

and the ruling Fidesz party.188 Fidesz (in fact a party alliance of Fidesz–KDNP of 

the former’s dominance) has consolidated power at both national and local 

levels since its 2010 landslide victory. This enduring power has generated and 

relied on restricted media freedom, increasing control over the judiciary, 

manipulated electoral laws, and authoritarian economic and social policies.189 

Although Fidesz has used its parliamentary supermajority to reshape the 

political playing field by government sponsored media campaigns, 

gerrymandering electoral districts, and massive fear-mongering ideological 

persuasion, elections have remained a key mechanism for maintaining the 

regime’s190 domestic and international legitimacy.191 Massive redistributive 

mechanisms of internal and external (EU funds) revenues have been deployed 

to create dependency relations between electoral politics, economic 

development opportunities, municipal governance, and social services.192 Social 

affairs are governed through ‘deservingness’ principles, which introduce a 

separation between groups that are entitled to resources and state help and 

groups that are not, and which sharply contrast demographic, economic, and 

moral capacities as well as ethnic and cultural properties of groups in society. 

This method justifies workfare and pronatalist distribution mechanisms that 

deepen inequalities and polarisation, which the regime explains as outcomes of 

hostile interventions of malign forces.193 These aspects are well developed in 

international and comparative political science and political sociology literature 

and appear in the interviews conducted.194      

 

The consolidation of illiberal political power and governance has nurtured and 

largely benefited from far-right authoritarian ideological theorems and 

imaginaries that targeted societal values, popular sentiments, and voting 

preferences. For the purpose of this report, we use the term ‘far-right’ umbrella 

term to allow for a broad inclusion of actors ranging from the right side of 

mainstream political actors to the extremist right.195 The term ’far-right’ 
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converges around aspects of nativism/ethno-nationalism, authoritarianism, 

exclusionary understandings of democracy, anti-globalism/euroscepticism and 

an emphasis on movement identity in contrast to self-understandings as 

institutionalised party organisations.196 When it comes to concrete ideology and 

programmes of far-right parties, these aspects can be addressed in different 

ways; there is not one way to formulate far-right politics. Cas Mudde, for 

instance, has identified 58 ideological characteristics that have been used to 

describe members of the party family.197 These broad perspectives can then be 

summarised under the three aspects of nativism as an ideological core, 

authoritarianism and the normalisation of social exclusion and anti-

egalitarianism.198 It is important to note that the term far-right includes both 

‘extremist’ parties that are fiercely antidemocratic and reject any form of 

popular sovereignty or European integration, as well as ‘radical’ parties that 

question key aspects of the constitutional order but maintain a self-

understanding of being (albeit illiberal) democratic forces.199 The term therefore 

encompasses neo-fascist and neo-Nazi organisations that are openly and 

aggressively anti-democratic, as well as right-wing organisations and parties 

that accept democracy in principle (such as elections or majority rule) but 

oppose liberal‑democratic key elements such as minority rights, pluralism and 

constraints on majority power such as the rule of law. Mudde has emphasised 

that during a so-called ‘fourth wave’ of far-right politics, we can observe a 

mainstreaming and certain normalisation of far-right actors.200  

 

From this perspective, an umbrella term such as ‘far-right’ is helpful to carve out 

the blurring boundaries between mainstream or government, on the one hand, 

and fringe actors on the other, while still being explicit about the differentiation 

between the two. International and cross-disciplinary literature is burgeoning 

on how illiberal political ideals combine and mold visions of history, sovereignty, 

social hierarchy and critique of the foundational norms of liberal democracies, 

human rights, and equality. Our definition allows us to include different 

ideological aspects and actors and zoom in on the connections and 

cooperations between different actors of the far-right. And whereas the term 

‘far-right’ has been criticised as too broad and blurring due differentiations, we 

believe that for a thorough analysis of governmental and institutionalised party 

actors, as well as a variety of civil society and movement actors, a broad 
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umbrella term is beneficial.201 This advantage is especially pertinent in the 

Hungarian case, with a far-right party in government and several civil society 

actors and movements further to the right engaging with or mutually 

reinforcing public policies from a far-right perspective.  

 

Furthermore, previous research on Hungary has also made use of the term to 

describe the development of Hungarian politics.202 Far-right regimes, like the 

Fidesz controlled one in Hungary, often interlace exclusionary nationalism, anti-

migration security concerns, and radical contestation of gender equality and 

LGBTQIA+ rights to form persuasive ideological frameworks for illiberalism.203 

Values and allies of liberal democracy are posited as foreign impositions 

threatening national sovereignty. Gendered and nationalist narratives serve as 

instruments of explaining and legitimising inequality and polarisation 

experiences (by excluding social groups that are presented as ‘deserving’ to be 

excluded) and thus enacting political control.204 Concepts and practices of 

masculinities derive from but also shape the far-right’s ideals of good society, 

social order, national sovereignty, citizenship and gender-partnership-parental 

responsibilities.  

 

Historical and Current Extremist Activity 

 

The genealogy of the radicalising political reasonings and narratives of the 

Fidesz regime can be understood as a two-staged process.205 In the early 2010s, 

the institutional transformations along a Carl Schmittian vision started at full 

speed (homogenising the community by appealing to a clear friend-enemy 

distinction, the suppression and elimination of internal enemies, perpetuation 

of exceptional conditions, etc.). However, during these first stages, the regime 

avoided making exclusionary racial and gender talks and agendas explicit, 

positive and negative alike, with a few exceptions, yet made preparatory steps 

to later explicit anti-gender performances. The fourth amendment to the 

Fundamental Law (the Hungarian constitution) in 2013 defined marriage as ‘the 

union of a man and a woman’ and family as ‘based on marriage and the 

relationship between parents and children.’ PM Viktor Orbán warned the 

Hungarian LGBTQIA+ community ‘not to behave provocatively’ to prevent 

backlash on them in 2015.206 Simultaneously, Fidesz MEPs voted for the 
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European Parliament Resolution on the EU Roadmap against homophobia and 

discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation and gender identity (the so-

called ‘Lunacek Report’) and the ministerial accreditation of a gender studies 

university master's degree went through in 2016.207 

 

The 2015-16 events framed as a ‘migration crisis’ signalled a turning point in the 

regime’s ideological building work. The government waged a symbolic war 

against George Soros for his alleged role in supporting migration to the EU from 

Muslim countries. In 2017, the Central European University, founded and 

funded by George Soros, was accused of substandard compliance with 

technical provisions of higher education legislation (and ultimately forced out 

of the country). The notion of ‘gender’ was removed from the curriculum for all 

school subjects and ‘non-traditional' sexual orientations were banned from 

public schools. Successive legislative measures withdrew gender studies 

programme accreditations in 2018, introduced legal restrictions of gender 

recognition, and rejected the ratification of the Istanbul Convention in 2020.208 

In 2021, the parliament passed the Children Protection Act, presented as a 

safeguard of children's well-being, yet turned into an anti-LGBTQIA+ act 

prohibiting the portrayal of homosexuality and gender reassignment in any 

content addressed to minors, such as school education material and television 

broadcasts. All these acts were referred to as national self-defence against 

‘gender ideology’, associated with Western liberalism and cosmopolitan 

elites.209 

 

Long before Orbán took hold of power, the Hungarian far-right to drew on 

nationalist myths embracing Christianity and nation-building and the Trianon 

trauma (post-WWI peace treaties) framing Hungarian identity through 

victimhood.210 In addition, right-wing mobilisation, community building and 

political agenda setting embraced masculinist identity politics at the 

intersection of gender, class, religion, ethnicity and sexuality from the late 

1990s. MIEP, the first post-Cold-War radical-right party in Hungary promoted 

extreme nationalism, antisemitism and revisionist views on the Treaty of 

Trianon from 1993 to mid-2000. In its footsteps, Jobbik (Movement for a Better 

Hungary), emerged as a more dynamic and youth-oriented radical-right party 

promulgating anti-Roma and anti-EU ideals.211 Its paramilitary ally, the Magyar 
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Gárda (Hungarian Guard) became the most known and visible masculinist 

movement within the far-right landscape.212 Jobbik gained significant traction in 

the 2010 elections, becoming the third-largest party in Parliament.213 From 

2013, it showed deradicalisation and shifted toward centrist populism to 

broaden its voter base. After this ideological shift, former Jobbik members, 

including László Toroczkai, established the Mi Hazánk Mozgalom (Our Homeland 

Movement) in 2018, which returned to hardline nationalism, social 

conservatism and Euroscepticism with neo-fascist elements. The movement 

gained parliamentary representation in 2022 and achieved increased support 

in the 2024 European elections. In sum, the far-right ideologues, communities 

and political ambitions in Hungary have been continuously thriving, 

transforming and reinvigorating collective action spaces and the broader 

political arena since the fall of the Berlin Wall.214  

 

In the last and the current electoral cycles (2018-2022; 2022-2026), both the 

ruling Fidesz party and the strongest far-right actors propagate anti-gender 

(homophobic, misogynist, anti-trans, anti-gender-equality) and xenophobic 

anti-migration narratives. Both the distinctive and the interlaced conceptual 

repertoire of anti-gender and xenophobic themes help frame illiberal 

governance as patriotic defence and the securitisation of national identity.215 

While Fidesz has appropriated and normalised political ideals of the far-right 

forces and grabbed centre stage in shaping communication arenas, actors 

further to the right still play an active role by pushing Fidesz more and more to 

the right and further radicalising the extremist actors.216 The relationship 

between the regime-controlled far-right and the far-right movements’ idea 

production is competitive and mutually reinforcing. The competition is spiralling 

by multiplying the de-democratising and human rights restricting political and 

social outcomes. There is also a mutually reinforcing relationship between 

online and offline spaces where these discourses are organised: online 

discourses from far-right civil society actors pressure offline political actors to 

pick up (and mainstream) terminology and policy projects.217 

 

At the same time, research on the LGBTQIA+ community in Hungary has also 

highlighted that social media spaces are not only facilitating coordination and 

radicalisation for far-right anti-gender mobilisation, but also provide anonymity, 
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community-building and space for identity-formation of members of 

marginalised or atomised communities.218 Whereas physical spaces for open 

queer culture in Hungary have been shrinking, digital spaces still offer crucial 

and important pathways, both in strategic and identity perspectives. 

 

Several researchers have pointed to the fact that the government role in 

mainstreaming anti-gender communications and messages has had a double-

sided effect: on the one hand, hate crimes and hate expressions (especially in 

the digital sphere) have grown.219 On the other hand, previously active militant 

groups of the extreme-right have all but disappeared, but extremist groups are 

less interested in engaging in violent action than in the past. This has led to a 

decrease in direct physical violence associated with extreme-right groups that 

had been present in the 2000s.220 

 

Key Actors and Ideologies 

 

As a rare case in Europe, narratives and communication channels of far-right 

ideological work are largely state-manufactured and sponsored due to the 

supermajority of Fidesz in Parliament, its authoritarian governance mechanisms 

and almost full control of print and traditional online media (most importantly 

state-owned TV channels). In a mutually empowering competitive-cooperative 

configuration of governmental and other far-right forces, the Fidesz-led 

government integrates far-right themes, such as anti-genderism, ethno-

nationalism, as well as Christianity as a civilisational marker into mainstream 

governance.221 State power and resources compose the infrastructure, whereas 

a competitive plurality propels the content generation. In these settings, unlike 

marginal subcultures, contemporary extremist narratives are often stimulated 

as top-down government campaigns to shape broader political imaginaries and 

normalise exclusionary nationalism and misogyny as part of mainstream 

political discourse.222  

 

For influential far-right political actors, performative representation of anti-

gender and masculinity values serves as the backbone of their public behaviour. 

Prominent figures of Our Homeland Movement, Deputy Chairwoman Dóra 
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Dúró (MP) and her husband, member of the party’s board, Előd Novák, are key 

actors in these public performances. As a married couple, their mediatised 

family life promulgates conservative and pronatalist values, whereas their 

political advocacy acts fleshes out inflamed anti-gender and anti-LGBTQIA+ 

feelings and messages. As an infamous performance, Dúró shredded a creative 

pro-diversity children's book called A Fairy Tale for Everyone in September 2020, 

which became one of the trigger events leading to the ‘gay propaganda law’ in 

June 2021.223  

 

The ruling party constructs and performs hegemonic masculinity through 

symbolic politics, legislation, and cultural narratives.224 This involves portraying 

‘authentic Hungarian manhood’ as rooted in hard work, patriarchal family 

structures and readiness to defend the nation against external and internal 

‘others.’ It is fair to argue that ideology building through images and myths of 

the productive working man (associated with industry, agriculture and 

demanding physical work) is relatively thin. Men as the main earner in the family 

to which adequate respect should be paid by society is an old traditional trope, 

which in itself is not suitable for articulating radical or extreme ideals. The 

unconditional authority of the patriarchal family head (protector, breadwinner, 

decision-maker) is a decisive move to link valued masculinity to the war on 

‘gender ideology’, portrayed as a cultural invasion from the West that seeks to 

destroy the ‘traditional Hungarian family’.225 These anti-gender rationales are 

embedded in a broader discursive ecosystem in which gender equality and 

LGBTQIA+ rights, which contest patriarchal authorities both in the family and in 

society, are posited as avenues to moral decay. Reversing gender ideology 

promises to reinvigorate family, partnership and sexual norms that reinforce 

male and heterosexual dominance.226 Finally, aptly tailored masculinity is 

positioned as both a national heritage and political virtue. This creates a direct 

link between personal gender identity and loyalty to the nation. More closely, 

illiberal masculinity enables men to become national warriors, defenders of 

Christian Europe, and Hungarian sovereignty.  

 

As developed above, the notion of rejecting modern liberalism and the 

democratic concepts that come with it has played a key role in the development 

of a fourth wave of the far-right, in which the claim of ‘illiberalism’ takes centre 
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stage. Furthermore, the broader academic literature has underlined that 

‘political masculinity’ plays a central role in political performances in illiberal 

authoritarian regimes, especially in the case of populist politicians.227 For 

example, Putin’s and Erdogan’s political performances build on the masculine 

concepts of being ‘bad boys’ but ‘good fathers’ to preserve a conservative 

political order.228 Similarly, masculinity occupies a central place in leadership 

ideals of Hungarian illiberalism. Orbán, who has mastered an illiberal regime 

for 15 years and his party for more than three decades, enacts the figure of the 

father of the whole nation, a charismatic and extraordinary leader. He uses the 

metaphor of immigrants ‘breaking down the door’ and claims that building a 

fence was of absolute urgency to ‘hold back the tide’.229 At the same time, Orbán 

also presents himself as an everyday macho, who enjoys traditionally masculine 

food and adores football.230 Visual populism further supports this narrative. 

Orbán’s Instagram imagery depicts him in hypermasculine postures, engaged 

in masculine activities and positioned with other men (male footballers, 

soldiers, other male politicians etc.), while women appear mostly in supportive 

roles, or hardly appear at all. 231 

 

As a recent phenomenon, in addition to promoting anti-gender policies as 

vigilance to children’s rights, targeted child protection duty and authority is 

posited as constitutive of responsible far-right masculinity. This tenet has been 

enhanced by a crisis reaction to recent scandals in Hungary (2023-2025) related 

to paedophilia, child pornography and child abuse cases among Fidesz-

supported, Fidesz-related, or even decorated child protection officials, religious 

and media public figures, diplomats or co-opted by far-right actors.232 

 

In recent years, women politicians affiliated with or appointed by the ruling part 

have been a lot more forthcoming in spreading masculinity norms in Hungary. 

Yet, the two most senior Fidesz-backed women politicians, participating in 

normalising traditional or sometimes radical anti-gender propaganda, were 

forced to step back from their senior position due to a scandal of pardoning 

child-abusers.233 

 

Masculinity in National Context 
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The subsequent governments under Orbán’s leadership have constructed 

hegemonic masculinity as a central ideological and emotional resource for 

illiberal nationalism.234 Deploying gendered configurations of East and West has 

become an outstanding narrative technique to make sovereignty and 

supremacy claims in international and geopolitical affairs.235 The illiberal regime 

(especially the political masculinity of Orbán) promulgates a narrative in which 

the state is conceptualised through its ‘masculine’ national self by positing the 

‘feminine’ and ‘feminising’ West, and the ‘hyper-masculine’ East against each 

other. Some argue that militarising masculinity discourses of sovereignty do 

specific political work in justifying the gradual militarisation of public discourse 

in Hungary, locally and nationally.236 Security narratives cast men as defenders 

of the border and women as reproducers of the nation.237 These narratives 

reinforce patriarchal hierarchies while legitimising securitisation policies. 

 

Ultimately, hegemonic masculinity functions as a moral vocabulary for both 

elite power and popular consent, blurring boundaries between populist 

governance and extremist ideology. The ideological assemblage embraces:  

Anti-genderism: Gender equality and LGBTQIA+ rights are framed as foreign 

threats. Masculinity is positioned as authentic national identity, while feminism 

and liberalism are associated with cosmopolitan elites.238 

 

Militarised nationalism: National identity is linked to military defence, border 

control and hypermasculine heroism.239 

 

Historical victimhood: The Trianon myth provides emotional legitimacy to 

nationalist exclusion, reinforcing ‘us versus them’ politics.240 

 

Authoritarian populism: The leader’s masculinity is portrayed as synonymous 

with national strength.241 

 

The lifestyle politics around masculinity, such as the valorisation of meat 

consumption, fossil fuel dependence, and traditional rural aesthetics, function 

as boundary markers between ‘real Hungarians’ and feminised, cosmopolitan 

others.242 These narratives can be thought of as both class-stratified (working-

class vs. urban elites) and civilisational (Christian Europe vs. Western 
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decadence). As a most recent layer of his public image building, Orbán employs 

’petro-masculinity’s blend of climate denial, racism, and misogyny’ to legitimise 

his regime.243 Petro-masculinity ridicules the constraints set by liberal Western 

hypocrisy to perpetuate the extraction of finite natural resources and endorses 

the use of wasteful and excessive consumption of energy and fossil fuels 

secured from Russia.244   

 

Mobilisation Trends 

 

The government and government-organised actors have become the primary 

disseminators of anti-gender and anti-LGBTQIA+ narratives. Based on a broad 

network of actors, a whole infrastructure has been built including government-

organised NGOs (GONGOs), think tanks and subservient media channels, semi-

independent family and anti-abortion organisations, as well as far-right 

organisations of mixed xenophobic, anti-gender, and nationalist imaginaries.245 

 

Media capture plays a crucial role in mobilisation. Over 90 percent of Hungarian 

mainstream media is owned or aligned with the ruling party.246 Government 

figures and party-linked influencers use traditional and digital media to circulate 

moral panic narratives, particularly around gender and migration. This creates 

a tightly controlled discursive environment in which dissenting voices are 

marginalised. In the digital domain, Facebook remains the primary platform for 

political communication and mobilisation, while TikTok, YouTube and Instagram 

serve as parallel spaces for both state-aligned messaging and grassroot 

communication, particularly among youth.247 The government’s use of online 

platforms amplifies its ideological narratives, extending their reach beyond 

formal media control.  

 

Rock bands, sports clubs (MMA) and paramilitary community building groups 

are influential far-right actors.248 The appeal and strategic outreach of right-

wing popular culture, in particular ‘national rock’ or ‘nationalistic rock’ to youth 

groups, has been discussed in the local academic literature by very few 

authors.249 They argue that in addition to the consumption of this type of rock 

music through media platforms, the associated face-to-face community events, 
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camps and festivals also contribute to building and empowering right-wing 

political audiences and subcultures.250  

 

The most comprehensive report explores the international liaisons and 

activities of the Hungarian far- right actors in anti-gender and anti-LGBTQIA+ 

mobilisation, including their US, Russian, German and regional nexuses.251 

These liaisons are manifold and extensive and lavishly sponsored by 

governmental sources. There is also a significant and increasing overlap 

between ultraconservative anti-gender movements and the 'Manosphere': 

communities that gather around misogynistic worldviews, promote male 

superiority, who are attracted to anti-feminist and anti-woke rhetoric that are 

extensively promoted by alt-right online communities.252 Research on how 

these spaces are evolving from within Hungary are still in a nascent stage. 

 

Interview Findings  

 

For the purpose of this report, and for triangulating the state of the literature, 

we have conducted four interviews. Interviews and transcripts have been 

anonymised so that names and personal details of interviewees are not visible 

and no identification is possible. We removed direct identifiers, generalised 

indirect identifiers, as well as maintain strictly limited controlled access to the 

original data. 

 

 

Interviewee # Details 

1 Activist working for one of the oldest Hungarian NGOs working 

on queer topics. 

2 Expert works for an international progressive political foundation 

and focuses on the topics of democracy, human rights, and 

younger generations in Central and Eastern Europe (CEE). 

3 Expert working as an academic on the question of masculinity 

and extremism in Hungary. 
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4 Active in academia and as an activist on the topics of masculinity, 

extremism, and feminism in Hungary. 

 

One of the Hungarian peculiarities, and something that appears time and again 

in the interviews as well as in the desk research is that the discourse around 

masculinity is structured by a media landscape very much dominated by the 

governing far-right party, Fidesz. Interviewees familiar with the Hungarian media 

system estimate that more than 80 percent of all media products in Hungary 

are directly owned or related to the governing party.253 These estimates are 

furthermore corroborated by an impressive number of studies scrutinising the 

changes of the Hungarian media system during the last two decades.254 This 

dynamic creates a very specific kind of discourse as well as far-right social media 

landscape, in which imaginations of masculinity are often firmly connected to 

a) official policies, and/or b) government narratives. It also implies that there 

are very limited possibilities to contest these discourses.  

 

Online spaces are particularly ‘invaded’ (interviewee #3) by official political 

advertising. Many platforms, such as Facebook and Instagram, are perceived as 

almost flooded by imaginations and narratives of what it means to be a 

Hungarian Man and that this involves the exclusion of social, ethnic, religious or 

sexual minorities not considered part of Hungarian society. This is backed, for 

instance, by the government narrative, emphasised by reforming art. 15 of the 

Hungarian constitution, which states that ‘there are only men and women’ in 

Hungary–and nothing beyond or in between this binary distinction. 

 

The narratives and imaginations of masculinity in Hungary are, against this 

background, reinforcing the far-right Fidesz government and their leading 

politicians as a clear embodiment of masculine leaders and a personification of 

Hungarian masculinity–that ‘men are there to lead us’. Far-right masculinity in 

Hungary is, therefore, not an oppositional radicality formed purely bottom-up 

or in a grassroots fashion to influence mainstream discourse from the fringes. 

On the contrary, it is a key part of governmental top-down strategies that are 

carefully interlinked with far-right social movement actors benefitting from 

ideational, resource-based and concrete organisational support. This is also 
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emphasised by a) the fact that there are hardly prominent and powerful women 

personalities in the government, and b) how a recent scandal about the female 

president was handled to showcase that women are just not able to handle 

power.255 

 

Shifts in Extremist Strategy and Leadership 

 

Masculinity narratives in Hungary have developed gradually since Fidesz 

assumed government in 2010. As interviewee #1 puts it: ‘There was a lot of, how 

would I say, low level symbolic rejection of LGBTQIA+ people, like saying, you know, 

marriage is the Union between a woman and a man, and they added that to the 

Constitution, saying things like traditional family values have to be protected by all 

media service providers. There were these things, but no direct attack on what had 

been already achieved, right, but more kind of like making sure that this is where 

you get to, this is where you are and we're making sure you're not getting any further.’ 

They emphasise that even in the first years under the Fidesz government, there 

was still room for improvement and opportunities for development, especially 

in criminal law. The LGBTQIA+ community as political enemy or counterpart–

and also as a way to emphasise what the opposite, ‘true Hungarian manhood’ 

looks like, was made the scapegoat only from 2018/19 onwards. By now, ‘the 

backsliding is really, really, crazily measurable.’ 

 

Others second this impression and emphasise that anti-gender mobilisation 

increased shortly after the 2015 migration crisis. At first, migrants were 

identified as scapegoats, but gender later became a focal point. From 

2015/2016 onwards, it quickly ‘escalated’ (interviewee #4), and laws that were 

framed as child protection followed suit. 

 

Also, a lot of political strategies cater to a feeling of masculinity as source of 

being needed and sources of a pride being under threat: ‘it's a kind of fear that 

they might lose their masculinity or that they are perceived to be less masculine and 

thus they kind of overcompensate. It's there so, so with some of these people, even 

in private discussions, it's there.’ ‘So, we need to help boys and men to kind of find a 

route back to their masculinity and there's nothing transformative about it. It's not 

like it's new. No, it's not. Nothing new about masculinity. Like, it's not masculinity 
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linked to gender equality. No, it's a very traditional form of masculinity to be 

identified with like strength, bravery, power.’ (Interviewee #1) 

 

It also creates very different roles within politics and political behaviour: ‘…they 

very clearly say they are of secondary role in the movement, that the movement has 

to be led by men because women have a different role. So, this very strong reliance 

on this kind of complementary gender roles that men have these gender roles and 

women have these gender roles.’ (Interviewee #1) 

 

Masculinity Constructions 

 

Fidesz as the governing party ‘learns and borrows’ from notions of masculinity 

of the more extreme political far-right actors in Hungary, such as the Mi Hazánk 

party or the 64-county youth movement (Hatvannégy Vármegye Ifjúsági 

Mozgalom, or HVIM, named in memory of Greater Hungary, which was divided 

into 64 counties). This would create a kind of ‘motor of innovation’ (interviewee 

#3) on the extreme-right between the government and actors even further to 

the right. As the government adopts narratives and imaginations of masculinity 

from them, actors are dis-appropriated (in the terms and theories they make 

use of) and consequently pushed to come up with new and own ideas – which 

then again might be adopted by government officials and policies. 

 

However, this situation not only creates opportunities for both sides and makes 

them grow closer but also leads to challenges and tensions for the government, 

as well as the far-right actors. As interviewee #1 puts it, ‘There are also even like 

other football, fan clubs, etcetera and a few other of these kinds of extremist 

organisations. So they are of course even more extreme than the government and I 

think for a few years the government was even playing this card that they are the 

moderate middle, that that keeps the balance between the liberal left and then these 

kinds of extremists.’ ‘So, they (Mi Hazánk and the 64-county movement, FB) struggle 

a lot with their ideology being the ideology of the governing party, they struggle with 

that because they perceive they don't agree with Fidesz on the corruption, etcetera. 

It's a struggle for them that they think that their ideology has been, of course, in the 

kind of what they say, a watered-down way, but has been appropriated by Fidesz to 

a certain level at least.’ As a result, Fidesz and the government are often criticised 



 
This project is funded by the European Union under grant agreement no. 

101177204. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) 

only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union. Neither the 

European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.  

 

Country Profiles          Page | 71 

for ‘not being man enough, for not being anti-gay enough’ (interviewee #4). This 

was especially prevalent in the case of recent pride parades that were held even 

though Fidesz had tried to prohibit them. This form of critique is for instance 

raised by movements such as the far-right Betyársereg (BS, Outlaw's Army), 

Hungarian Defence Movement (MÖM, Magyar Önvédelmi Mozgalom), New 

Hungarian Guard Movement (Új Magyar Gárda Mozgalom), and Légió Hungária 

(Hungarian Legion, LH). 

 

For many of the interviewees, the sphere of far-right activism beyond the 

government, offline and online, remains at least semi-connected, subsidised, 

encouraged or controlled by the Fidesz party or the government itself. Many 

organisations have ties to official politics or are steered informally. For instance, 

interviewees highlight the Fathers for Justice (Apák az Igazságért Egyesület) CSO 

as semi-government-related. They often present a mix of motives which then 

connect nicely with attacking feminist movements, activists, progressive judges 

and feminist claims. The organisation posits itself as a bottom-up format but is 

backed regularly by leading Fidesz politicians. As a result, and in a radicalisation 

spiral, government anti-gender narratives have escalated – and aggressive 

tones, especially online, have greatly increased as this form and tone have been 

strongly encouraged by official politicians.256 

 

Some of the interviewees portray the tensions between Fidesz, the Hungarian 

government and far-right CSOs as a ‘theatre’ and as an orchestrated effort and 

roleplay between Fidesz and activists further to the right which allows both sides 

to gain credibility: the more extreme-right fringes as ideologically coherent and 

strong, and Fidesz as representing a social consensus and a political middle 

ground. This way, also in comparison to other cases and countries, CSO 

narratives and discourses are never fully separated from government and 

official policy imaginations but need to be interpreted considering these 

connections. 

 

Furthermore, many of the attacks on Hungarian opposition politicians circle 

around denouncing them as ‘not man enough’ (interviewee #4), as weak and 

physically unfit. The government attacked many leaders of opposition parties, 

civil society, and movements as not being sportif enough (and therefore, for 
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instance, objecting the application to host the Olympic Games). Government 

mastermind Zsolt Bayer is one of those especially prone to making anti-

masculine denunciations.257 

 

From a different angle, opposition leaders are mocked for taking care of young 

children in non-masculine ways. For instance, carrying children, even more so 

in baby slings etc. has been framed as feminine and anti-masculine by Philip 

Rákay, a far-right influencer and entrepreneur.258 (Although this mocking has 

been met with a strong counter-mobilisation online when many men posted 

picture of themselves carrying babies or young children). 

 

The interviewees emphasize that in Hungary, the idea that you might need care 

(as an individual, in the case of illness, age, etc.) is delegated to the family, in 

which men are portrayed as the sole breadwinners. This places a lot of 

subjective responsibility on men’s shoulders, too, as facilitators of the family. 

Interviewees emphasise that in comparison to other societies, in Hungary a lot 

is not understood to be organised through the public or state institutions (also 

due to a comparatively resource-poor state so that it is not economically 

feasible) but taken care of by families as facilitators of the last resort. This, in 

the eyes of interviewees, changes the gravity and importance for narratives of 

masculinity as it connects them to economic and moral responsibilities for 

families, women and children. ‘A man doesn’t ask for help or need medical care’ 

(interviewee #4), especially in rural areas. In turn, the interviewees perceive 

alcoholism as a more or less accepted part of manhood.  

 

Men and masculinity are portrayed as a ‘social anchor of stability’–and the 

political purpose of mainstreaming this version of the Hungarian man as a way 

to ‘improve the daily life’ (interviewee #3) of all Hungarians. The Hungarian father 

is ‘a caring father’ (interviewee #4), as Orban, for instance, is often posting 

pictures of himself with grandchildren etc.–but with a clear separation from 

female notions of caring, which circle around providing hygiene, food, clothing 

etc. ‘A loving father is important but changing diapers is a woman’s job’ (interviewee 

#4). 
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Connected to this, there appears to be a lot of emphasis on ‘protecting’ children 

in the Hungarian political discourse of the far-right (official-government 

narrative and far-right civil society), which is connected to ideas of masculinity. 

This narrative is brought forward both by male and female far-right actors. For 

instance, an interviewee mentions the already presented prominent and very 

active social media couple, Előd Novák and Dóra Dúró, from the Mi Hazánk 

movement, who emphasise and popularise far-right notions of masculinity 

from a woman’s perspective. 

 

Child protection as a common denominator of many activists is underlined by 

the fact that most actors agree on the necessity of being as hard as possible on 

paedophiles or even demanding castration or capital punishment for 

paedophiles. This is often connected to the message that being gay or trans 

needs to be considered as paedophilic. 

 

This constellation also transfers responsibility and the feeling of ‘being needed’, 

which in the eyes of some of the interviewees, can have positive mental as well 

as financial effects (in terms of feeling acknowledged or  being the person that 

holds the economically profitable job). 

 

Masculinity and femininity in Hungary are strictly essentialised and firmly 

attached to a version of ‘being Hungarian’, so it is connected to a nationalised 

version of manhood.  These ideals of manhood are somewhat held beyond the 

far-right and the government, though. Also, with the opposition parties and 

leaders imaginations of masculinity as strong and powerful prevail. For 

instance, one of the leading opposition figures, Péter Magyar, calls himself 

‘Magyar Peter the Man’ as his Instagram alias.259  Here, he presents himself as 

sporty and fit, both of which are understood as conveying the image of strength 

and leadership. Connected to this, notions of veganism, vegetarianism, cautious 

nutrition etc. are also widely considered as anti-masculine or feminine. The 

notion of powerful and self-confident men prompts the imagination of a meat-

focused diet.260 

 

Women, in contrast, are portrayed against the background of the ‘ideal woman’ 

(interviewee #4), which means, first and foremost, giving birth. Several of the 
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interviewees emphasize that this ideal in Hungary has become economically 

less and less feasible.  

 

Impact on Prevention and Democratic Engagement 

 

Some of the interviewees underline that they consider the anti-gender 

narratives in Hungary as appealing for many people as a form of compensation 

for social hierarchy: I may be poor but at least I am not gay or a Roma. In a 

situation where many people face economic grievances, pride can be upheld by 

emphasising manhood, as it enables them to maintain an important 

contribution to family and society. Any narrative that is perceived as threatening 

this source of pride is considered a serious attack. 

 

Lastly, narratives of masculinity in Hungary seem to be often paired with racism. 

Anti-feminist narratives then highlight that it is the Hungarian masculinity with 

its anti-migrant emphasis that enables women’s freedom and liberty. Feminists 

are then often considered as not willing to understand this constellation and 

should not be entitled to voice criticism. 

 

Online Extremism: Digital Narratives and Data Insights 

  

While the Hungarian far-right historically relied on offline networks such as 

nationalist youth organisations and paramilitary formations, their 

contemporary strategies are deeply integrated with mainstream and fringe 

online spaces.261 Digital platforms have become key spaces for circulating 

extremist and illiberal narratives, particularly those linked to gender, national 

identity and sovereignty.262  

 

Hegemonic masculinity has become widespread through pro-governmental 

social media groups and influencers. Although the European trends during the 

last decade have shifted from Facebook to Instagram in social media 

consumption, in Hungary, there are still 6.96 million Facebook users (73.5 

percent of population), 3.1 million Instagram users (32.8 percent), 5.82 million 

Messenger users and two million LinkedIn users.263 According to the latest 
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report by another international media survey group, Facebook, Messenger, 

Instagram and TikTok lead the list of the most-used platforms among people of 

age 16+.264 Among Hungarian teens, Messenger, Instagram and TikTok lead the 

daily consumption statistics.265 

 

Facebook remains the dominant platform for political communication, 

including the distribution of government campaigns and mobilisation by far-

right parties such as Mi Hazánk Mozgalom. The Hungarian government did 

attempt to extend its firm control over traditional media into the social media 

platforms, namely, by pressuring Facebook over content regulation. As 

Facebook has remained comparatively open for diverse expression, Hungary’s 

deeply polarised political climate means that online discussions around gender, 

sexuality and identity are often highly confrontational.266 With 1.5 million 

followers by the end of 2025, Facebook is also the Prime Minister Orbán’s most 

wide-reaching channel of communication into the Hungarian discourse. 

Compared to his Instagram activity, he posts more narrowly political and 

campaign content, aiming at pro-government networks and political 

mobilisation, on Facebook. 

 

Instagram can work as a bridge between state-led narratives and affective 

populist mobilisation. For instance, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán uses his 

personal account with carefully curated content to project masculinity, 

leadership and national belonging. His posts combine curated authenticity with 

symbolic power, reinforcing illiberal narratives through visual language rather 

than overt ideological claims.267 Here, he addresses lifestyle topics with 

symbolic, visual, and approachable background stories, through which he 

conveys the imagery of Hungarian men and families as the backbone of his 

political ideology. 

 

TikTok has emerged as a particularly significant platform for grassroots 

extremist and misogynistic content, especially among young male audiences.268 

Content creators disseminate gendered and nationalist narratives through 

humorous or ironic frames that lower the threshold for engagement and 

normalise extremist ideas. These narratives often appear in the form of short, 

punchy videos (the main format used on TikTok) that mimic lifestyle content, 
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including dating ‘advice,’ self-improvement and financial advice, or those that 

mock interactions with women, making misogyny appear naturalised and 

relatable. The Prime Minister Orbán also maintains a TikTok channel for more 

experimental, lifestyle-oriented postings, which do not reach the followings his 

activities on Instagram and Facebook.  

 

Drath and Hevesi note that it’s an easy and effective way to disguise extremist 

ideas, which enables the content to bypass both platform moderation (another 

problem is the overall lack of moderation of non-English content) and users’ 

ideological defences.269 A notable tactic is platform differentiation: while TikTok 

accounts are used to spread more explicitly misogynistic or aggressive 

messaging, many of these influencers maintain cleaner, more ‘respectable’ 

Instagram profiles, projecting a neutral or aspirational lifestyle image. This 

strategic separation allows them to reach broad audiences on mainstream 

platforms while preserving a more radical core on TikTok, effectively layering 

their messaging to appeal to different audiences. 

 

YouTube appears in broader scholarly accounts primarily as a tool to build 

collective identity, foster intra-group solidarity and normalise selected values 

and views. Furthermore, YouTube has been described as a breeding ground for 

ideological networks of political groups of the far-right. Due to the platform’s 

architecture, YouTube communication facilitates the formation of communities 

around converging ideas and ideologies resulting in the proliferation of political 

content on the platform.270 For example, Mi Hazánk Mozgalom, like many actors 

and movements, efficiently uses the complementary and different character of 

platforms to address and mobilise followers and spread messages over various 

channels. But one channel stands out in their ecosystem of media 

communication: the movement’s president and MP, László Toroczkai’s YouTube 

channel has over 324k followers with over 42 million overall views,271 in contrast 

to his 44’000 followers on TikTok and about 25’000 followers on X. 

 

As another forum for political and ideological discourse, X reported 87’400 users 

in Hungary in early 2025.272 This is considerably less than Facebook or Youtube. 

But X still developed as an influential stage for far-right discourse and the 

connection of political, government and civil society actors. Victor Orbán, for 
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instance, has close to 700’000 followers on X, not all of whom are Hungarians, 

as this is his only social media channel that functions in English solely.  

 

Some of the online ‘news portals’ of distinctively far-right agenda and values 

also profoundly shape the online media space on masculinities through various 

proxy topics. Through an inconclusive and selective review of posts on Pesti 

Sracok (Boys of Pest273) online news portal known for its pro-government, far-

right and nationalist orientation, components to construct toxic masculinity are 

visible. The name refers to the 1956 Hungarian Revolution, evoking a heroic, 

masculine, nationalist identity.  The portal frequently features content that 

aligns with traditional gender roles, militaristic imagery and male-centric 

narratives, often marginalising progressive gender discourse. Dominant 

narratives reinforce rigid gender binaries and stigmatise deviation (in 

behaviour, sexuality, ideology), moralise fear-based framing, especially about 

children, ‘threats to tradition’ that masculinity must defend and reject 

softness/vulnerability. By means of misrepresentation, it encourages men to 

defend themselves violently or publicly, rather than allowing nuance or due 

process. 

 

Betyársereg (Outlaw Army274) is one of the main Hungarian far-right paramilitary 

and nationalist groups. Its online portals, particularly its official website, project 

a distinct narrative of militarised masculinity, ethno-nationalism and traditional 

male roles. The typical posts advocate for warrior ethos and physical strength 

and mobilises for events like strongman competitions, fight nights and 

motorcycle tours reinforcing the image of the ‘warrior male’ who is always 

prepared for confrontation. The group presents itself as a closed male 

community, offering belonging and identity to young men who feel alienated or 

disillusioned. Membership is explicitly restricted to ethnic Hungarians by 

excluding minorities and outsiders. Masculinity is tied to racial purity, national 

pride and defence against threats, such as immigration or liberal 

ideologies. The group’s rhetoric includes anti-LGBTQIA+ and anti-feminist 

undertones. 

 

As the most recent development, in May 2025 Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

announced the launch of Harcosok Klubja (Warriors’ Club), a new digital 
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mobilisation platform. It represents a strategic evolution in Fidesz’s political 

communication and grassroots organizing, particularly in response to the 

growing online activism of the first-ever serious contender to Fidesz at the next 

elections in 2026. The platform intends to build a digital support network of 

100,000 activists by 2026 and form a ‘digital homeland defence force’. The 

instrument operates on a closed, invitation-only basis on Facebook. The name 

and branding evoke militaristic and masculine ideals, positioning members as 

‘fighters’ in a cultural and political war. Participants identified as ‘digital freedom 

fighters’ signal heroic resistance against liberal and globalist forces.275 The 

platform’s tone and aesthetics mirror combativeness, loyalty, and strength, 

aligning with traditional masculine virtues. Women are largely absent from the 

symbolic narrative, which centres on male agency, protection and sacrifice, 

echoing broader far-right patterns of gender exclusion. 

 

Content Types, Aesthetics and Narratives of Masculinity 

 

Regarding the content of far-right narratives and communication, different far-

right and extreme-right social platforms serve as theatre stages and 

‘loudspeakers’ of far-right actors promulgating and enacting powerful 

masculinity models. Many of these actors have been convicted by criminal 

justice and/or occasionally embargoed on social media for their hateful content, 

and some of them have even lost their legal status as social/civic organisations. 

For them, social media platforms offer community, audience, and attention 

(e.g., Szilvay, Téglásy, Budaházy, Tyirityán, Gaudi-Nagy, etc.) 

 

Misogynistic content circulates widely among young male audiences, often 

disguised as humour, lifestyle advice, or ‘alpha male’ self-improvement. Drath 

and Hevesi show that Hungarian TikTok influencers normalize control, 

humiliation, and violence toward women through videos with relationship ‘tips’, 

presenting these attitudes as common sense.276 They identify the following 

types of themes that appear in these videos: (1) Reinforcing gender stereotypes 

and slut-shaming, (2) Control and manipulation, (3) Trivialising violence, (4) 

Promoting stalking behaviour post-breakup. The tactic of mixing up 

entertainment and self-development content with abusive or extremist ideas 
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enables misogynistic messages to spread rapidly and appear socially 

acceptable. 

 

Concluding Analysis: Cross-Source Convergence 

 

Across all sources there appears to be a strong convergence around four key 

dynamics shaping the online far-right and extremist ecosystem in Hungary: 

The first is the blurring of the lines between the state and far-right actors. 

This also includes a blurring of lines between mainstream and far-right 

narratives. Rather than operating on the margins, nationalist and gendered 

extremist discourses are deeply entangled with mainstream political 

communication. The ruling party’s ideological frames–particularly around anti-

genderism, nationalism and sovereignty – mirror the narratives used by far-

right and misogynistic online actors.277 This convergence creates a continuum 

rather than a clear boundary between official discourse and extremist content. 

What is more, there is a continuous flow of confirmation, resources and 

validation between Hungarian official politics and far-right mobilizations in 

Hungary.278  

 

Central role of digital platforms - digital media can be seen not just as 

amplifiers, but as core spaces of narrative production. Viktor Orbán’s Instagram, 

far-right party websites, and misogynistic TikTok networks operate in parallel, 

reinforcing each other’s messaging through cross-platform dynamics.279 

Algorithms privilege highly emotional, visually striking, and polarising content,  

enabling illiberal and extremist narratives to reach large audiences quickly. 

 

Gender and masculinity as structuring logics - masculinity appears as a 

central organising narrative across state-led, party-led and grassroots extremist 

communication. From Orbán’s visual performance of masculine authority to 

misogynistic TikTok content targeting young men, gendered narratives provide 

a cultural and emotional anchor for exclusionary politics.280 
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Platform differentiation and hybrid strategies - a striking finding is the 

strategic separation of content across platforms. Influencers and movement 

actors can use TikTok for more radical or transgressive messaging, while 

maintaining cleaner, lifestyle-oriented Instagram profiles to broaden reach. This 

layered approach allows extremist narratives to spread widely without 

appearing overtly extremist in all contexts. 

 

Transnational Dynamics 
 

While Hungary’s far-right meaning-making landscape has specific national 

features, it is also embedded in wider transnational far-right and misogynistic 

networks. 

 

Illiberalism in Hungary is state-driven and top-down, unlike in some other 

European contexts where extremist actors operate mainly from the margins. 

The governing Fidesz party sets the discursive agenda, which allows other actors 

to build on it more easily than when it is a marginalised topic.281 Nationalist 

mobilisation draws heavily on rehearsed historical traumas, especially the 

Trianon myth, positioning Hungary as a victim nation. This particular feature is 

highly localised, even when aligned with broader far-right currents. Legal 

restrictions on LGBTQIA+ representation in schools and mainstream media 

have pushed identity-related debates into digital spaces, intensifying their 

polarised character.282 

 

Hungary mirrors European trends in the use of social media for misogynistic 

and nationalist mobilisation, especially through TikTok and Instagram. The 

performative and ironic style, identified by Drath and Hevesi, resembles 

international trends.283 As online misogyny and manosphere-adjacent 

narratives are inherently transnational, many Hungarian TikTok creators use 

globally circulating ‘alpha male’ tropes (like those shared by a popular anti-

feminist content creator Andrew Tate) and adapt them to local cultural 

references. Similarly to right-wing populists across Europe, visual populism is 

also applied to present political leaders as both ‘ordinary’ and ‘exceptional’. 

Prime Minister Orbán’s Instagram exemplifies this method with a special 

intensity.284 In sum, Hungary represents a hybrid model: an illiberal state 
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structure embedding far-right narratives in official discourse while 

simultaneously tapping into transnational digital trends that give these 

narratives cultural traction. 

 

Role of Masculinity in Extremist Mobilisation 

 

Following the aspects emphasised above, masculinity plays a central role for 

extremist mobilization in Hungary, as the Hungarian man is portrayed as the 

core of Hungarian society. Masculinity has been deeply engrained in all forms 

of implicit and explicit far-right imaginations of society and democracy and, 

therefore, it is constantly addressed in official government policies, the social 

media profiles of Hungarian officials, and the mobilisations of Hungarian far-

right movements.  

 

Implications for Policy and Prevention 

 

The literature on democratic resilience in Hungary reveals how groups exposed 

to anti-gender mobilisations emphasise the importance of community 

organising and solidarity.285 Also, the surprisingly large and powerful 

mobilisation around Budapest Pride 2025 confronting the Hungarian 

government’s attempt to restrict the parade underlines that queer communities 

maintain an impressive organisational capacity.  They are able to connect to 

many other social groups to mobilise against the politics of exclusion and the 

restriction of human rights.286  

 

Still, the fact that far-right extremism and radical anti-gender narratives often 

find themselves siding with the government and are therefore integrated and 

somewhat dampened does not mean that there is a) less threat for civil society 

actors advocating gender or LGBTQIA+ rights, or b) that a democratic change in 

government would rapidly shift this situation. Instead, the blurring of lines 

between mainstream and far-right fringe debates underlines that far-right 

actors have access to state resources and communication and have managed 

to make their narratives heard and (to some extent) accepted in parts of the 

Hungarian society. As a result, a political change at the level of the national 

government might not easily change this dynamic. Thus, any perspective on 
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prevention in the Hungarian case would need to actively engage and include 

the communities that have showcased strength and resilience resisting far-right 

narratives and strategies in the last two decades and explore the strategic 

connections these communities might establish with social groups that are 

sympathetic to their cause.  
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IRELAND 

Country Context and Extremism Landscape 

 

Like much of Europe, the Republic of Ireland is currently experiencing a 

protracted housing crisis and rising rates of homelessness, as well as record 

levels of inward migration through both working visa routes and through the 

asylum process.287 These factors, combined with a now longstanding cost of 

living crisis and the new, potential impact of the Trump administration’s tariffs 

on the Irish economy, signal rapid demographic changes amid economic 

hardship.288 This hardship compounds the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, 

which sections of the Irish economy and society have struggled to recover 

from.289 The Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI)290 recently found that 

‘attitudes to immigration are more negative in disadvantaged communities’ and in 

rural areas; regions often perceived as being ‘left behind’ in terms of resources 

and investment. 

 

Extremist politics struggled to make inroads during the 2024 general and local 

elections, with Ireland’s four registered far-right parties (The Irish Freedom 

Party, The Irish People, The National Party and Ireland First)291 garnering less 

than 1% of voter support in most constituencies.292 Nevertheless, new 

manifestations of extremism are on the rise in Ireland. These include events 

such as the 2023 Dublin riots,293 vigilante-style attacks against buildings 

rumoured to be earmarked as asylum accommodation,294 and in 2024, what 

Europol classified as the first recorded incident of jihadist violence in Ireland: a 

knife attack on a Defence Forces chaplain in Galway, carried out by a 16-year-

old boy who had recently converted to Islam and was allegedly radicalised 

through online extremist content.295 A key dimension of each of these events is 

their relationship to online communities that harbour and promote extremist 

ideologies, whose emergence marks a new phase in Ireland’s relationship to 

extremism. These communities are active across a range of digital platforms 

including Telegram, YouTube, Instagram, X (formerly Twitter), and TikTok.296 

 

The longstanding sectarian conflict known as The Troubles (1968-1998) has 

traditionally been characterised by terrorism and extremism. While definitions 
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of these terms are highly politicised and variable, in the context of the IRA, 

English defines terrorism as violence against civilians to produce fear, and 

extremism as absolute political goals without compromise.297 Much scholarship 

on Irish extremism focuses on this history and its legacies. Although largely 

conducted in the six counties of Northern Ireland, The Troubles also impacted 

the Republic of Ireland and the United Kingdom, shaping both jurisdictions’ 

responses to both extremism and terrorism to the present day.298  

 

By comparison, the study of online extremism in the Republic of Ireland beyond 

these frameworks is emergent. This landscape is a quickly evolving one where 

the enduring impact of ethnonationalist paramilitary violence (including 

ongoing though much reduced paramilitarism) sits alongside the rising threat 

of jihadist and right-wing extremism. Europol’s 2024 European Union Terrorism 

Situation Trend Report lists arrests for terrorist offences in Ireland for the year 

2023 as follows: jihadist (9), right wing (1), and ethnonationalist and separatist 

(4).299 

 

Historical and Current Extremist Activity  

 

In a trend replicated across Europe, Ireland’s longstanding and newly 

developing relationships to extremism are being shaped in real time by the rise 

of technology and proliferation of digital platforms. Europol notes that 

Republican Dissidents (who represent one side  of the sectarian division in 

Northern Ireland, Unionists the other) use social media to ‘propagate their 

narratives and publicise accounts of their interactions with law enforcement’.300 

Research has also shown how social media can facilitate the planning of street 

riots in Northern Ireland301 and other forms of anti-social behaviour.302 This use 

of technology to foment and organise in Northern Ireland echoes the activities 

of the Republic of Ireland’s emerging far-right, as reflected in events such as the 

Dublin Riots. ISD’s recent report details how far-right actors utilise online 

platforms to target migrants and organise attacks,303 and Europol’s report 

reveals how ‘several high-profile [Irish] right-wing extremist online figures’ seek 

‘online donations, partially in cryptocurrencies.’304 Digital platforms are also 

reported to have played a key role in Ireland’s first recorded jihadist attack 

which involved a teenager becoming radicalised by ‘Islamic state-style material’ 

he encountered online.305  
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While the rise of digital technology is shaping extremism in Ireland, as it is in 

other countries, Ireland has lower rates of extremist activity than other 

European countries such as France and Germany306. The effects of partition (in 

which a border was introduced on the island between the twenty-six county 

Republic of Ireland and the six counties of Northern Ireland, which remains 

under the jurisdiction of the United Kingdom) and the trajectory of Irish 

nationalist politics over the Twentieth-Century and into the early stages of the 

Twenty-First, meant that the Republic of Ireland has not to date produced the 

mainstream far-right political infrastructure common to many European 

states.307 Ireland is also notable for the lack of jihadist violence it has 

experienced relative to other European societies, although the state has been 

identified as an active site for jihadist organising.308  

 

Given the lack of an established far-right political presence in Ireland, the 

emergence in recent years of a fringe but increasingly visible movement has 

become the focus of discussion by anti-extremism organisations and civil-

society groups, e.g., Hope and Courage Collective, ISD. In the early twenty-first 

century, the internet, specifically forums like Stormfront, were regarded as 

central to far-right activities, with Garner remarking, ‘Irish far-right thought is 

stronger on the Internet than on the ground’.309 The proliferation of social media 

platforms in recent years, which facilitates borderless, real-time 

communication, has enabled Ireland’s online far-right to connect with 

international far-right figures and discourses310. This integration of the local 

with the global produces effects whereby international talking points (such as 

conspiracy theories like QAnon311) become reinterpreted and embedded within 

Irish national contexts.312  

 

The increased visibility of the far-right in Ireland has been attributed to several 

interconnected factors. In research conducted in 2022 by Maynooth University, 

representatives from Irish civil society identified the impacts of the Covid-19 

pandemic, economic austerity policies and a lack of political leadership as key 

factors driving the rise of the Irish far-right.313 Additionally, the civil society 

representatives interviewed regarded social media as a space where far-right 

ideas are tolerated to an alarming degree, thereby enabling the Irish far-right 
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to disseminate its ideology largely unencumbered, outside traditional media. 

They also noted how social media served as an ‘amplifier’ for far-right activity 

taking place in other countries, which they perceived as contributing to 

‘spreading FR [far-right] activities and personalities’ into Ireland.’ This idea of 

‘personalities’ and the central role that they play in the Irish far-right online 

ecosystem is also captured in Niamh Kirk’s conceptualisation of an emerging 

‘Irish Alt-Right Influencer Network.’314 This network is ‘not confined to the island 

of Ireland and has links with the alt-right in the United States and the United 

Kingdom’, with talking points common to wider European far-right discourses 

including anti-EU, anti-immigration, and anti-climate sentiments.  

 

Masculinity in National Context 

 

The role of masculinity has received little attention thus far in analyses of the 

Irish right’s online activities (see ISD’s report on online far-right activity in 

Ireland).315 However, emerging research indicates that gender as both a topic 

of culture war contestation (see Dunne and Siapera’s study mapping Irish Alt-

Tech channels316) and as a performative stance are embedded within these 

online communities. The theme of patriotism, for example, which is a common 

discursive thread, provides a useful starting point to consider how 

conceptualisations of Irish masculinity intersect with online extremism. While 

Ireland has undergone a profound period of modernisation in the last fifty 

years, resulting in a loosening of traditional gender roles, Irish understandings 

of masculinity often remain wedded to the traditionalist, breadwinner model.317  

This model does not exist in a vacuum; it is shaped by changes in the economic 

and social fabric of the country with new iterations of Irish masculinity 

emerging, particularly at times of financial uncertainty.318 This model is also 

shaped by global forces and the circulation of discourses of masculinity from 

other jurisdictions such as the United States and the United Kingdom.319 The 

rise of digital media in Ireland has enabled the intermingling of local and global 

understandings of masculinity, reflecting popular media’s longstanding role as 

a space where issues and questions relating to Irishness and masculinity play 

out.320 
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As a type of dominant or hegemonic masculinity321 the breadwinner model is 

often associated with stoicism and notions of protection, provision, self-

sacrifice and defence. These characteristics have much in common with 

patriotic forms of masculinity, particularly in an  Irish  context where the  nation 

has traditionally been perceived as ‘feminine’ by those seeking to subjugate her 

(such as the British Empire), liberate, or rescue her (Irish Nationalists and 

Republicans).322 In their analysis of Twitter accounts belonging to Irish far-right 

parties (the Irish Freedom Party and the National Party),323 Phelan and Kerrigan 

note that ‘discourses of ‘patriotism’ and so-called ‘patriots’ often centre on ‘the 

promotion and justification of an ‘Ireland for the Irish’ geopolitical imaginary.’ 

Designed to be exclusionary and provocative, this imaginary draws on rhetoric 

and symbolism from Irish history which has an enduring cultural resonance. 

The imaginary also draws on patriotic concepts of masculinity, whereby an 

‘Ireland for the Irish’ is a proposition that requires protection and defending 

against perceived threats; in the contexts Phelan and Kerrigan324 explore, this 

typically refers to the establishment (the EU) and outsiders (immigrants).  

 

This type of Irish patriotic masculinity is perhaps best exemplified by Conor 

McGregor, one of the most visible examples of populist, nationalist masculinity 

both in Ireland and internationally, with over 10 million Twitter/X followers, as 

of November 2025.325 Through his use of social media, McGregor regularly 

depicts the Republic of Ireland as a nation in need of saving.326 As with Irish 

patriotic masculinity’s strategic use of Irish history, McGregor’s shift towards 

‘populist nationalism’327 also evokes longstanding popular stereotypes of ‘the 

fighting Irish’ through both his career as an MMA athlete and his ambitions as a 

political figure ‘fighting’ for his country. The transnationality of McGregor’s 

appeal and his position within the broader politically-right ecosystem is 

underscored by the support his political ambitions have received from 

alternative influencer figures like Russell Brand328 and the Tate brothers.329 

 

In Ireland’s far-right landscape, other prominent voices include politicians from 

right-wing parties. Justin Barrett, former leader of the National Party and 

current leader of the group Clann Éireann, has spoken at events organised by 

the neo-Nazi National Democratic Party of Germany (NPD), suggested Irish 

citizens of foreign-born parents should have their citizenship revoked, posted a 
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Hitler quote on Telegram, appeared at an anti-immigration protest wearing an 

SS-reminiscent uniform, and on immigration in Ireland, has said, ‘Not one person 

from Africa or Asia belongs or can ever belong here. No matter how much they 

integrate.’330 Other well-known far-right political figures in Ireland include 

Hermann Kelly, founder of the Irish Freedom Party, who has pushed for Ireland 

to leave the EU331, and Derek Blighe, who founded Ireland First, considers 

himself a citizen journalist, and frequently posts anti-immigration videos online. 

In addition to political leaders, Ireland has a number of far-right online 

influencers, such as Philip Dwyer, a conspiracy theory activist and self-described 

citizen journalist who posts anti-immigration, antisemitic, as well as anti-Muslim 

and Arab content online, to a Twitter/X following of nearly 39,000.332  

 

Interview Findings 

 

Five civil society actors were interviewed across organisations and industries. 

As specified in the consent form terms that each subject agreed to, the records 

from the study are kept as confidential as possible, with only the project 

coordinators having access to the files and audio tapes. All digital files, 

transcripts, and summaries are handled on secure devices and uploaded via a 

secure connection to the University of Galway’s secure online data storage.

 

Interviewee # Details 

1 Works at the Institute for Strategic Dialogue (ISD), a counter-

extremism think tank, and identifies strategies and trends 

related to the intersection of far-right extremism, mis- and 

disinformation, conspiracy theories, and targeted hate. 

2 Works at Men’s Development Network (MDN) on various 

projects with the aim of improving the lives of men, such as 

providing a help line, programmes that support men ending 

domestic violence, and research on fatherhood, care, and 

masculinities. 
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3 Works at Doras, a refugee and migrant support organisation 

in Limerick, which provides support through various 

integration and well-being services. 

4 Works at Unite the Union, a trade union representing 

workers and campaigning for better workplace conditions, 

in communications, research, and community outreach. 

5  Works at Move Ireland, Men Overcoming Violence, 

supporting the safety and wellbeing of women and children 

who have experienced domestic violence. 

 

Shifts in Extremist Leadership 

 

Practitioners unanimously reported a marked increase in extremist activity 

within Ireland, defined by recent incidents of violence against South Asian 

communities, the Dublin riots, and the harassment and assault of migrants, 

particularly at IPAS (International Protection Accommodation Services) centres. 

Practitioners described individuals sometimes being harassed in public spaces 

based on their skin colour alone, and migrants were consistently identified as 

the primary target group. An increase in anti-trans rhetoric online and in sexual 

violence was also noted.  Many identified the Covid-19 pandemic as a significant 

turning point, as much of the population increased online engagement, and 

were exposed to more far-right and conspiracy theory content. 

 

Move Ireland describes what they view as the shift from questioning masculine 

identity to far-right ideology, with online spaces playing a key role: ‘we have 

completely left a whole generation of boys and men with a sense of who am I, what 

am I supposed to be now? [...] And then you put them on social media, and they start 

looking to people to give them that [...] and then suddenly they're being fed 

algorithms that are maybe positive at the start, like, this is what it is to be a man. 

And before they know it, they're led down a path with algorithms towards the far-

right.’ 

 

While conducting a research project, MDN noted a rise in far-right rhetoric: 

‘Scrolling through the 500 responses, you could actually see, ‘I don't like foreigners, 

there's too many black people here, Ireland for the Irish’, that kind of stuff. There's 
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even someone said, ‘I'm homophobic and I just don't like gay people.’ And this isn't 

a question of that had nothing to do with any of this stuff, even remotely. It was kind 

of ‘what do you worry about for your child's future?’ And it's like, ‘there's too many 

foreigners here.’ When we did that same piece of research about three years ago, 

there was none of that.’ MDN went on to describe the transformation of public 

discourse within the past several years: ‘These marches and rallies are happening all 

the time. That wouldn't have been acceptable [in the past], and that is kind of 

worrying.’ 

 

ISD noted that one influential figure in the Irish far-right told people to stop 

using the term, ‘illegal immigrants’ in favour of the more general term ‘foreigners’, 

indicating that anti-migrant rhetoric is becoming more extreme and explicitly 

xenophobic. Unite the Union added that the working class is a primary target of 

right-wing rhetoric, which exploits economic grievances and social frustration 

to promote division. 

 

A pervasive sense of fear was also noted among both practitioners and 

community members. Many are reluctant to speak out against the described 

far-right activism and extremism for fear of becoming targets themselves. 

Several practitioners described being directly targeted online, which has led 

them to withdraw from digital spaces. ISD noted a particular intention to silence 

female voices that speak up against far-right activities. All practitioners 

interviewed have withdrawn to a significant degree from online spaces due to 

harassment, abusive comments, and threats. Unite the Union believes that the 

general public also feels uncomfortable speaking up: ‘that’s quite worrying 

because it creates a chill factor for the decent people and communities to try and 

stand up because they don’t want to be targeted. They don’t want people who know 

them in the community attacking them or their homes.’ 

 

Practitioners noted that the rise of the far-right is likely in large part driven by 

social media engagement. They described Irish society as increasingly polarised, 

reactive, and digitally saturated. ISD noted, ‘ideologies that were once confined to 

the fringe are now kind of really pushed into the mainstream. I think that's something 

that's very, very important.’ Online algorithms were described as amplifying 

emotionally charged or misleading content, often spreading lies and 
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conspiracies that are difficult to control or even monitor. During Covid-19, 

multiple conspiracy narratives merged and intensified. ISD noted that far-right 

accounts on Twitter that had previously been banned for violating platform 

safety rules had been reinstated following Elon Musk’s takeover of Twitter 

(becoming X), and were those directly linked to inciting the Dublin riot 

violence.333 MDN sees online content as creating the illusion that far-right 

beliefs are more widespread than they actually are. This illusion, however, can 

fuel real-world action. 

 

Practitioners repeatedly mentioned figures such as Andrew Tate, Donald 

Trump, Conor McGregor, and Jordan Peterson as central to online 

radicalisation, particularly among young men. Practitioners also observed that 

producing far-right content online can be financially lucrative, further fuelling 

its appeal. Notable far-right Irish influencers post PayPal accounts under 

livestreams, allow viewers to post their comments to the top of a feed for a fee, 

advertise their fundraising page and sell merchandise.334 

 

MDN reflected on how easily ordinary people can become drawn into extremist 

causes through social media disinformation: ‘You do see people in real life who 

end up on marches and stuff like that. If you took them aside and said, do you realise 

what you're doing here? Or do you realise who these people are that you're marching 

with and what their message actually is? Because it doesn't fit with your values as a 

person and you've kind of been duped.’  

 

Extremist movements in Ireland have historical roots in Catholic and religious 

conservatism, including anti-abortion, anti-divorce, and anti-LGBTQIA+ groups. 

Even though more progressive attitudes have become mainstream, Unite the 

Union noted that a minority can still be influential, citing the overturning of 

abortion restrictions: ‘I think a lot of these characters galvanised when we repealed 

the 8th Amendment in Ireland335 because they saw even though it passed by two-

thirds majority, they probably figured there's a third of us here that can be brought 

together and form something.’ While The Troubles began through a civil rights 

movement, ISD sees the right manipulating this narrative: ‘In recent years, there 

has been an effort to misappropriate these kind of older elements of Irish 
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nationalism […] to justify exclusionary policies and exclusionary politics. So 

nationalism has become ethno-nationalism.’  

 

Practitioners emphasised that socioeconomic conditions have made Ireland 

especially vulnerable to extremist narratives. ‘It's not surprising that we've got the 

problems we have when you've got so many people with nowhere to sleep,’ Doras 

commented. The housing crisis and the broader struggle to meet basic living 

standards have created fertile ground for far-right and extremist rhetoric, which 

provides simple, emotional answers by scapegoating migrants as the cause of 

these hardships. MDN observed the toll of this environment, remarking, ‘when 

you're walking down the street with your colleagues and you're wondering, is one of 

them going to have a racial epithet screamed at them now and what do I do if that 

happens? Like, that's a thoroughly depressing place to be.’ 

 

Practitioners agreed that Ireland remains behind the rest of Europe, the UK, and 

the US in terms of far-right extremism and believed that Ireland may not have 

had a big anti-immigration movement in the past simply because there were 

not previously many non-White migrants in Ireland. The practitioners expressed 

deep concern about recent trends and warned that current developments 

suggest the country could follow similar trajectories. 
 

Masculinity Constructions 

 

Practitioners consistently reported that traditional gender roles are a central 

element of far-right ideology in Ireland. Women are increasingly targeted under 

the guise of protection, with far-right narratives portraying men as protectors 

of women against perceived external threats, particularly from migrant 

communities, as well as against women’s own rights and choices, such as access 

to abortion. ‘And what they mean by protecting them, I think we can guess. It's not 

about protecting our well-being, it's about protecting us as their property, I presume,’ 

notes Unite the Union. As Doras explained, ‘it's men using what they see or what 

they present as an inherent weakness of women as the reason why they have to 

assume the role of protectors.’ Several practitioners also highlighted the 

hypocrisy of this framing, observing that many men who present themselves as 

defenders of women are simultaneously facing charges of domestic abuse. 
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The far-right often positions feminism, LGBTQIA+ rights, and multiculturalism 

as existential threats to traditional values and ways of life. While men may view 

themselves as the ‘protectors’ of traditional values, they may also present 

themselves as the ‘victims’ of feminist movements, left-wing organisations, 

social progress, and cancel culture. Practitioners noted that some men feel 

threatened by these developments because they challenge conventional 

understandings of masculinity and social hierarchy. MDN noted that many men 

who commit abuse are also historically victims of abuse themselves. While now 

perpetrators, their actions can be partly understood through a cycle of trauma.  

 

Move Ireland sees a big part of the problem as the lack of support for vulnerable 

males: ‘there is a complete deficit and a dearth of supports, research and 

information around how do we support men, how do we support boys?’ While 

women are often victims of hegemonic masculinity, Move Ireland views women 

as also part of the system that produces it: ‘we still have stereotypical beliefs where 

we want equality, but we also want a man that can provide for us and is the strong 

silent type [...]. We are responsible in the large part for how we socialise our boys 

and men in the home. We can't put half of the world in refuge. We can't put the other 

half of the world in prison.’ 

 

Although far-right movements were historically dominated by men, 

practitioners observed that women now play a growing role in right-wing 

messaging. ISD suggested that the right also uses women to try to make their 

message appear more mainstream:  

 

‘during the round of protest movements that started against asylum seeker 

accommodation [...] they would actually make women and children push to the front 

of those protests. So they would have these pictures of mothers wheeling their 

children in prams and they would post these online being like, ‘this is the far-right 

in Ireland’. You know, it's a kind of this idea that you can't be far-right if you're a 

mother and you can't be far-right if you're a woman. I suppose it portrays this idea 

that this is a harmless movement and that people just care about safety.’ 
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MDN described an incident at one of their events where a man verbally attacked 

the workshop leader, accusing them of trying to ‘turn men into women’. This 

touches on the idea of a crisis of identity among men. ISD observed that, ‘there 

is a sense of a kind of loss of identity among a lot of young men today. They're kind 

of hearing that there are two different things that are going on. You have to be like 

strong and stable, but you also need to be emotionally vulnerable. And it's very hard, 

I think, for a lot of young men to figure out where their place is in society.’  

 

The theme of men suppressing emotions and the consequences of that 

behaviour was also a common theme. Doras emphasised that emotional 

suppression limits empathy. They recounted, ‘I met a man the other day, who told 

me that his brothers and father had just been murdered by the Israelis in Gaza. 

Having to just engage with that is – yes, it can be challenging. You know, you have to 

open yourself up a little bit to be able to hear that.’ Practitioners suggested that 

genuine engagement with such stories, and the emotions they evoke, could lead 

individuals to question their values and move away from the rigid ideologies 

that currently define much of the far-right movement. 

 

Impact on Prevention and Democratic Engagement 

 

Several practitioners expressed scepticism about the Irish government’s 

interest in or capacity to meaningfully combat far-right extremism. ISD viewed 

the government as adopting increasingly restrictive policies around migration, 

due in part to far-right activism, and Unite the Union saw the government as 

neglecting to address the root causes of far-right activism and extremism, such 

as the housing crisis and broader structural inequalities. Practitioners argued 

that until these systemic issues are addressed, efforts to counter extremism will 

remain limited in their impact. Doras explained that when basic needs are met, 

people can feel more empowered: ‘I think fundamentally people can and will 

behave in more appropriate ways if they're given the opportunities to do that, and if 

the circumstances aren't defeating them.’  

 

Doras acknowledged that the government has made positive steps by funding 

certain initiatives, such as CUAN (The Domestic, Sexual and Gender-Based 

Violence Agency), which aims to address gender-based violence and promote 
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safer communities. Nonetheless, they pointed out that project funding is often 

fragmented and short-term, rarely extending beyond pilot projects. This lack of 

continuity was described as a chronic problem across the NGO sector, 

preventing meaningful, long-term progress.  

 

In general, practitioners suggested programmes such as those fostering critical 

thinking among schoolchildren, encouraging open discussions on extremist 

topics, and improving digital literacy. As Move Ireland put it, ‘the thing that we 

don't teach, when we teach everything else in school, is how to be a human. What 

are my emotions? How do I regulate them and how do I learn what it is to be a person 

and an individual? And how do I really learn how to relate to another person in my 

life?’ To counter extremism effectively, both ISD and MDN emphasised the 

importance of working through trusted community voices. MDN cited the Gaelic 

Athletic Association (GAA) as an especially effective vehicle for positive social 

engagement.  

 

Confrontational or adversarial conversations tend to be counterproductive. 

MDN noted, ‘you don't start by telling people what's wrong with them, you start by 

telling them everything that's right with them, and if there's little things that need to 

improve to make you even better than you are now. […] Nobody wants to be told 

that they're a problem.’ Similarly, Doras recommended non-confrontational, one-

to-one engagement, describing how they have privately spoken to individuals 

who made inflammatory comments in public to avoid escalating conflict or 

triggering defensiveness. Move Ireland echoed this sentiment: ‘if you push 

somebody into a position of shame and guilt, you're going to put their defences up. 

They're not going to be able to look at their behaviour and come to a position of 

change.’ 

 

Offline engagement was often mentioned as a more effective way to build 

empathy and understanding. Practitioners observed that online environments 

often dehumanise individuals, lowering inhibitions and increasing aggression. 

MDN noted, ‘A person in the room standing in front of you, who’s flesh and blood – 

it does make it a lot easier to have those kind of conversations, and it does make it 

a lot easier to kind of foster that spirit of openness and even fragility or vulnerability.’ 

They added, ‘just think of the worst thing anyone has ever said to you or about you 
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online and imagine someone standing in front of you and saying it to your face. They 

won't, because it's this inhibition effect.’ Practitioners also stressed the 

importance of maintaining a visible presence in physical spaces, such as 

through street outreach and public engagement, to prevent extremist groups 

from dominating those environments. 

 

Practitioners highlighted the importance of partnerships between 

organisations within Ireland and internationally. They emphasised that no 

organisation can effectively tackle extremism alone, and that cross-sector 

collaboration is vital for sharing resources, expertise, and strategies. Doras 

pointed out that frontline workers are not always adequately informed about 

extremism and, in some cases, may even hold prejudiced views themselves, 

which can unintentionally reinforce division, indicating the need for better 

training.  

 

While the government’s interest in addressing far-right activity was questioned, 

the need for maintaining a peaceful society is clear. ‘What all politicians do care 

about is maintaining social cohesion, because even in the Irish context, or anywhere 

else, no elected representative wants to have to deal with daily unrest or fights on 

their streets,’ said Doras.  

 

Concluding Analysis: Cross-Source Convergence  

  

Desk research and practitioner interviews revealed a rising visibility and 

normalisation of far-right ideology, facilitated in large part by online platforms 

and social media. While Ireland has historically lacked a mainstream far-right 

political infrastructure, new groups are increasingly visible online, including 

fringe political parties, far-right influencers, and episodes of street violence such 

as the 2023 Dublin riots and attacks on asylum accommodation centres. 

Practitioners corroborated this trend, noting that the Covid-19 pandemic served 

as a significant catalyst for far-right rhetoric through increased online 

engagement, increasing exposure to extremist narratives among young men, in 

particular. Interviews highlighted that extremist rhetoric, particularly 

concerning conceptions of masculinities and anti-immigration stances, is now 

increasingly mainstreamed, particularly in socioeconomically disadvantaged 
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communities. Far-right actors often capitalise on the socioeconomic insecurity 

and housing crisis in Ireland and use immigrants as a simple answer and 

scapegoat for these complex and systemic issues.  

  

Transnational Dynamics 

 
Ireland has distinctive national characteristics that shape its far-right landscape. 

Historical factors, such as the legacies of The Troubles, have constrained the 

development of a mainstream political far-right infrastructure. Unlike other 

European states with established far-right parties, Ireland’s far-right remains 

largely online and without significant following in politics. While Ireland has 

experienced a rise in protest and riots in recent years, it is still significantly less 

developed than in other European countries. Contemporary social media 

platforms and channels have become the primary sites of organisation and 

discourse, with local actors drawing on global narratives, particularly those from 

the UK and US, while adapting them to the Irish context. This hybridisation 

produces a distinct Irish far-right identity that blends patriotic symbolism, 

historical references, and gendered tropes to resonate with domestic 

audiences. 

  

The transnational dimension is evident in the circulation of ideas, strategies, 

and personalities across borders. Irish far-right actors maintain links with alt-

right networks abroad, appropriating talking points such as anti-immigration 

narratives, conspiracy theories, and anti-EU sentiment. Influential figures like 

Conor McGregor, Russell Brand, and the Tate brothers serve as vectors for 

these transnational ideas, particularly among young men seeking cultural 

validation and guidance regarding masculinity and identity. Practitioner 

interviews highlighted that social media algorithms amplify these messages, 

giving the impression of widespread social acceptance, which helps mobilise 

people to take action offline, through protests or riots.  

  

A notable distinction from other European contexts, such as Germany or 

France,336 is the limited occurrence of jihadist or violent ethnonationalist activity 

within the Republic of Ireland. However, as transnational influences are felt, 
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particularly through social media, Ireland could follow a similar trajectory, if 

preventive measures are not adopted. 

 

Role of Masculinity in Extremist Mobilisation 

 

Practitioners consistently reported that traditional gender roles are a central 

element of far-right ideology in Ireland, framing men as ‘protectors’ of women 

and the nation, reinforcing gendered hierarchies, and justifying hostility toward 

migrants and minorities. Simultaneously, men may present themselves as the 

‘victims’ of feminist movements, left-wing organisations, social progress, and 

cancel culture. Practitioners noted the loss of identity that young men may 

struggle with as society moves away from traditional roles. Practitioners 

emphasised that men struggling to find masculine identity are especially 

susceptible to extremist messaging, which promises clarity, purpose, and social 

status through adherence to traditionalist ideals. 

  

Practitioners noted social media algorithms presenting a curated narrative of 

masculinity that increasingly overlaps with far-right ideology. As Move Ireland 

described, the path often begins with seemingly benign content about ‘how to 

be a man,’ which algorithms then steer toward more extreme ideologies, 

highlighting the role of social media in radicalisation. 

 

Masculinity also interacts with concepts of nationalism. Figures like Conor 

McGregor embody a male archetype that is dominant to the point of violence. 

These representations resonate within far-right networks, where notions of 

strength, stoicism, and defence of women and the nation converge, reinforcing 

both the ideological and performative appeal of extremism. The interviews 

further revealed that far-right movements may also manipulate gender norms 

in strategic ways, including deploying women in public protests to present a 

façade of legitimacy and broad social support. This highlights symbolic 

dimensions of gender in the mobilisation of extremist ideology. 
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Implications for Policy and Prevention 

 

The desk research and interviews point to implications for policy and 

prevention. Firstly, the importance of online platforms and prevalence of 

masculinity narratives underscores the need for initiatives to focus on digital 

citizenship, digital literacy and critical thinking among young people, especially 

boys. Social media algorithms and influencer culture significantly shape 

perceptions of normative masculinity and social engagement. Interventions 

targeting these spaces, particularly through community-based education, 

would be a good starting point. 

  

Secondly, socioeconomic precarity emerges as a key driver of susceptibility to 

far-right ideology. Policy responses should address underlying structural 

inequalities, including housing, and employment security, alongside targeted 

interventions addressing ideological exposure. Without these structural 

remedies, some of the root causes risk being left unaddressed. 

  

Thirdly, interventions should consider the concept of masculinity and gendered 

narratives. Programmes that provide safe spaces for emotional expression, 

social development, and mentorship can help mitigate identity crises exploited 

by far-right movements. Move Ireland and MDN’s approaches demonstrate the 

value of community-based, gender-sensitive interventions that empower men 

while addressing harmful norms, without alienating them or triggering 

defensiveness. Engaging trusted community voices and institutions, such as 

sports clubs and educational bodies, can further improve these effects. 

  

Fourthly, practitioner insights emphasise that non-confrontational engagement 

is essential for prevention and de-escalation. Adversarial or shaming 

approaches risk triggering defensive attitudes. Initiatives that promote 

dialogue, empathy, and exposure to alternative narratives, particularly in 

offline, face-to-face settings, are more likely to be more effective in fostering 

critical reflection and resilience against far-right ideology. 

  

Finally, global dynamics at play highlight the need for international 

collaboration. Ireland’s far-right networks are not isolated but are connected to 
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broader European and Anglo-American ecosystems. Coordinated monitoring, 

knowledge sharing, and joint policy initiatives can strengthen early-warning 

mechanisms and disrupt transnational content flows that facilitate 

radicalisation. Collaboration with civil society groups, digital platform monitors, 

and academic institutions could help develop holistic strategies that encompass 

both online and offline dimensions of far-right activity. 

 

Concluding Analysis: Cross-Source Convergence 

 

Ireland’s current rise of the right is a result of the interplay between national 

characteristics, emergent socioeconomic issues, and transnational influence. 

The country has historically been insulated from mainstream far-right politics 

due to unique political and historical conditions, yet the rise of online platforms 

and the visibility of global extremist narratives have fostered new ideological 

mobilisation, with effects in both online and physical spaces. While the Irish far-

right remains limited compared to other European contexts, there has been a 

notable rise of far-right activity since Covid-19, and demonstrations and riots 

have become increasingly common and violent in recent years. Masculinity 

plays a key role in far-right ideology and framing, emphasising strength, 

national protection, and a hierarchy among social groups. Interventions should 

target structural inequalities, foster digital literacy, critical thinking, emotional 

awareness, and engage trusted community voices to counteract these trends. 
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SLOVAKIA 

Country Context and Extremism Landscape  

 
Slovakia’s political arena has been sharply polarised since the snap 

parliamentary election of September 2023 returned Robert Fico’s SMER-SSD to 

power in coalition with HLAS-SD and the Slovak National Party (SNS). 

International observers assessed the election as competitive and pluralistic but 

noted a highly polarised information environment and areas for improvement 

in campaign finance oversight and dispute resolution.337 

 

The government’s early moves re-shaped the national debate around rule of 

law and foreign policy. In November 2023 the cabinet rejected a previously 

drafted military aid package for Ukraine and signalled that state donations of 

arms would halt, while allowing commercial sales to continue. This fulfilled a 

core campaign promise and aligned Bratislava more closely with Budapest’s 

position inside the EU.338 The foreign-policy turn has been politically costly at 

home: large street protests recurred from late 2024 into 2025, with organisers 

and media framing them as a rebuke of a perceived ‘Russian tilt’.339 

Domestically, the government’s fast-tracked overhaul of criminal law, abolishing 

the Special Prosecutor’s Office and reducing penalties for financial crime, 

triggered tens of thousands to rally in early 2024 and drew concern from the 

European Commission about effects on anti-corruption enforcement.  

 

Gender and ‘family’ have become central to political identity-building and policy 

debates. A decade-long mainstreaming of anti-gender discourse reframed 

politics as a clash between a ‘conservative majority’ and liberal elites, enabling 

illiberal agendas to present themselves as the rightful voice of ‘the conservative 

people.’340 Parliamentary rhetoric across parties, Christian-democratic, populist 

and far-right, mobilised overlapping narratives about threats to tradition, nation 

and sovereignty, with the far-right using the most abusive language toward 

LGBTQIA+ people.341 

 

Slovakia’s digital sphere both mirrors and appears to accelerate these divides. 

The 2023 campaign was an EU test case for ‘cheapfakes’ and deepfake audio: 
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two days before the vote, an AI-manipulated recording purporting to feature 

Progressive Slovakia’s leader and a journalist discussing electoral fraud during 

the pre-election ‘silence,’ complicating debunks. Analyses since then caution 

against over-attributing the electoral outcome to one incident, but concur that 

highly polarised, pro-Kremlin information ecosystems made the electorate 

more vulnerable to such manipulations.342 

 

The structure of the Slovak online space is becoming well mapped. For example, 

ISD/Strong Cities have identified 375 Slovak extremist pages, groups, accounts 

or channels across Facebook, Instagram and Telegram and analysed 11,779 

posts.343 The most prevalent narratives included nationalist frames, anti-

LGBTQIA+ content, antisemitism, anti-media and anti-democratic messages. A 

separate Slovak study of Telegram shows the ecosystem is dominated by 

disinformation and pro-Kremlin actors, including alt-media outlets (e.g., Zem a 

Vek, InfoVojna), politicians, especially from Republika, and ‘disinfluencer’ 

channels run by individuals.344 However, regarding research on the 

'Manosphere', the literature in Slovakia on the topic is very limited.  

 

Economically, Slovakia has experienced the same post-pandemic and energy-

price shocks as its neighbours. Those pressures, paired with corruption fatigue 

and distrust of institutions after the 2018 Kuciak murder— the killing of an 

investigative journalist and his fianceé in their home because of his 

investigation into a nexus of corruption between Slovak politicians and 

businessmen —create fertile ground for grievance politics that connect cost-of-

living concerns with anti-elite and anti-Western narratives in both mainstream 

and fringe discourse. The persistence of mass commemorations and protests 

around the Kuciak case, and their recent revival against perceived democratic 

backsliding, keep governance and integrity issues at the centre of public life. 

 

Historical and Current Extremist Activity 
 

Slovakia’s contemporary far-right grew out of the 1990s skinhead and neo-Nazi 

subculture and consolidated organisationally in the mid-2000s around 

Slovenská pospolitosť—Národná strana (Slovenská pospolitosť), an ultranationalist 
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group espousing antisemitic, anti-Roma and neo-fascist positions. After the 

Slovak Supreme Court banned Slovenská pospolitosť in 2006 for violating 

democratic principles, its leadership and activist base did not disappear but 

instead re-entered formal politics by taking over a small, dormant party (Strana 

priateľov vína) and transforming it. Through a series of renamings and 

restructurings, this platform was rebranded in 2010 as Ľudová strana Naše 

Slovensko (ĽSNS). As a result, ĽSNS represents not a rupture but a continuation 

and institutionalisation of the networks, ideology and personnel of Slovenská 

pospolitosť, translating earlier extremist subcultural milieus into a more 

electorally professionalised far-right party. Early mobilising frames were bluntly 

ethnonationalist and above all anti-Roma; they later fused with anti-immigrant, 

anti-elite, antisemitic and anti-LGBTQIA+ narratives as actors sought wider 

appeal.345 With various studies identifying anti-Roma rhetoric as the ‘central 

issue’ and main mobilisation tool of extremist parties.346 

 

From the early 2010s, ‘gender ideology’ became the discursive glue connecting 

church actors, nominally civic groups, conspiracy media (notably the radio 

Slobodný vysielač) and anti-system politicians. This mainstreaming coincided 

with the 2014 constitutional amendment defining marriage as heterosexual and 

the 2015 ‘Referendum on the Family,’ and it culminated in the 2016 entry of far-

right and anti-system lists into parliament.347 Parliamentary debates in the 

2004–2020 period show how anti-gender frames migrated across the right and 

far-right, with ĽSNS blending all strands and using especially vitriolic anti-

LGBTQIA+ language.  

 

Offline violence has been rare but significant. On 12 October 2022, a 19-year-

old attacker murdered two people outside an LGBTQIA+ bar in Bratislava. His 

manifesto and digital footprint located him firmly within the contemporary 

white-supremacist accelerationist milieu: he embraced the belief that violence 

can hasten a collapse of the current democratic order, fused extreme 

antisemitism with anti-LGBTQIA+ hatred and consumed transnational extremist 

content.348 Investigations show that he was radicalised primarily online and was 

active in channels and networks associated with the ‘Terrorgram’ ecosystem, 

where he interacted with and circulated materials from global accelerationist 

communities.349 His manifesto explicitly referenced and modelled itself on 
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earlier attackers in Buffalo, Christchurch and elsewhere, illustrating how the 

Bratislava shooting was embedded in a wider, digitally networked, transnational 

far-right subculture.350 

 

Since 2023, political turbulence has coexisted with the steep decline of ĽSNS, 

driven by internal splits, court cases and the departure of its most active cadres. 

The party’s fragmentation culminated in the creation of Republika in 2021, 

founded by Milan Uhrík, who was long the right-hand man of ĽSNS leader 

Marián Kotleba, joined by virtually all of ĽSNS’s prominent members of 

parliament (MPs) and organisational heavyweights. This exodus effectively 

hollowed out and marginalised ĽSNS, while Republika inherited its networks, 

rhetoric and mobilisation capacity. However, far-right narratives continue to 

circulate across parties, alternative media and encrypted platforms. At the same 

time, the policy agenda of the current government, criminal code reforms, 

media and NGO legislation, and a foreign-policy pivot away from Kyiv, has kept 

streets mobilised and digital spaces febrile, with recurrent protests and 

energetic online counter-mobilisation. 

 

Key Actors and Ideologies 

 
The governing camp comprises SMER-SSD, HLAS-SD and the nationalist SNS. 

Some of the coalition’s rhetoric intersects with illiberal and sovereigntist 

narratives, particularly on ‘gender,’ media, NGOs and Ukraine, which the far-

right has long promoted. The opposition’s strongest pro-liberal-democratic 

force is Progressive Slovakia; centre-right groupings remain fragmented. 

 

On the far-right spectrum, ĽSNS’s electoral collapse left Republika as the main 

parliamentary-adjacent actor. Republika and figures linked to it have benefited 

from slicker communication and a strategic shift from the neo-Nazi aesthetics 

associated with ĽSNS to a modernised nationalist brand. Analysts document the 

ideological continuity: sustained anti-EU, anti-NATO, anti-minority positions and 

admiration for Russia as the civilisational counterweight to the West.351 

Paramilitary milieus, most notably Slovenskí branci (Slovak Conscripts) have 

served as recruitment and socialisation spaces for young men attracted to 

military aesthetics and nationalist protection narratives; they have also been 
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vectors for Russian-linked training and influence.352 The group formally 

announced its voluntary disbandment in 2022. 

 

The digital-first ecosystem features alternative media (e.g., Zem a Vek, InfoVojna) 

and Telegram ‘disinfluencers.’ Mapping shows pro-Kremlin narratives, anti-

Western frames and culture-war content dominating high-reach channels; 

politicians from Republika and some figures from SMER/SNS have built large 

followings in this space.353 Russian influence on the Slovak far-right is assessed 

as largely indirect an alignment of worldviews and narratives amplified through 

networks of fringe media, cultural associations, motorcycle clubs, martial-arts 

scenes and paramilitary groups, rather than proven direct funding. This works 

because Slovakia has been comparatively more sympathetic to Russia in 

regional polling and media discourse, giving Kremlin narratives an easier 

runway than in neighbouring states.354 

 

Ideologically, the field blends ethnonationalism, nativist welfare chauvinism, 

conspiracism and anti-liberalism with strongly gendered frames. In 

parliamentary discourse, traditionalist appeals (family, motherhood, ‘protection 

of children’) are routinely fused with sovereignty arguments (Istanbul 

Convention as foreign imposition) and anti-LGBTQIA+ panic. The far-right layers 

onto this an accelerationist, racist and antisemitic subculture, sometimes 

openly, often obliquely, repackaged for mainstream platforms.355 

 

Masculinity in National Context 

 
The gender order promoted by conservative and far-right actors is built around 

a protective, heteronormative national family. Research on Slovakia’s ‘gendered 

illiberal transformation’ shows how the imagined subject of politics became ‘the 

conservative people,’ whose grievances justify dismantling gender equality 

institutions, redirecting funding to ‘family functionality’ initiatives and casting 

feminism and LGBTQIA+ rights as elite projects. This reframing widened beyond 

values talk to socioeconomic claims about redistribution and representation, 

helping illiberal agendas resonate with voters who see themselves as culturally 

and materially insecure.356 

 



 
This project is funded by the European Union under grant agreement no. 

101177204. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) 

only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union. Neither the 

European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.  

 

Country Profiles          Page | 108 

Parliamentary speech analysis details how different parties localise this 

gendered script: Christian-democratic and new populist actors emphasise 

Catholic tradition and the family; nationalist actors elevate sovereignty and legal 

resistance to ‘imposed’ conventions; far-right actors blend all of the above and 

reserve the harshest invective for transgender people and sexual minorities.357 

In paramilitary milieus, masculine identities are anchored in discipline, moral 

hierarchy and the role of men as national defenders, resonating with younger 

recruits and linking personal pride to illiberal political projects.358 

 

These masculine ideals travel easily across borders: online communities draw 

from transnational 'Manosphere' tropes and actors, such as Andrew Tate, and 

English-language extremist subcultures, then localise them into Slovak memes 

and slogans about ‘decency’ and ‘protection.’ The Bratislava attacker’s manifesto 

makes the link explicit, folding misogyny and transphobia into a conspiratorial 

white-supremacist frame and valorising prior shooters as models of virility and 

agency.  

 

Mobilisation Trends 

 
Transnational links are well documented. Slovak extremist communities import 

frames and aesthetics from US and European alt-right circles.359 Pro-Kremlin 

narratives focused on ‘Slavic brotherhood,’ ‘traditional values’ and anti-NATO 

ideas, flow through a mesh of aligned political actors, alt-media, cultural 

associations, martial arts clubs and paramilitary groups. The evidence suggests 

mostly indirect support rather than traceable funding streams, but the effect is 

nonetheless powerful in agenda-setting and legitimising illiberal positions 

domestically. 

 

Interview Findings 

 
We have conducted five interviews with predominantly activists/frontline 

workers and partly experts from a non-governmental environment. Interviews 

and transcripts have been anonymised. We removed direct identifiers and 

maintained strictly limited controlled access to the original data.   
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Shifts in Extremist Strategy and Leadership 

 

Across practitioner interviews, a common thread is the sense that extremist 

mobilisation has become increasingly networked, fluid and platform driven, 

with leadership migrating from formal hierarchies to influence-based 

ecosystems. 

 

Changes in Recruitment, Communication and Organisation 

 

Practitioners consistently locate the centre of gravity of recruitment and 

community maintenance in closed or semi-closed online spaces (chats, gaming-

adjacent comms, invite-only servers) rather than on the open ‘town square’ of 

mainstream social media. As one youth-sector practitioner put it: 

 

Interviewee #  Details 

1  Activist working for an NGO that deals with educating people 

on topics on inclusion, deradicalisation and forming of civic 

society. 

2  Activist working for an NGO connecting children and youth 

organisations in empowering and forming values of inclusion 

and democracy. 

3  Expert working as a researcher on topics on integration of 

minorities, migrants, providing support and advocating 

activities for vulnerable peoples. 

4  Activist working for an NGO providing field social work for 

youth spending time on streets and exhibiting risk behaviour.  

5 Activist/Expert working in NGO that monitors human rights 

violations and provides legal aid to victims of discrimination.  
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‘Young people radicalise online… we don’t really have a clear picture of the online 

world of young people… chat tools like Discord, Snapchat and 4chan… are less 

regulated, or not regulated at all.’ 

 

A third respondent, reflecting on how quickly platforms churn, highlighting the 

operational advantage this gives to recruiters: 

 

‘If I finally figure out what Snapchat is, by then Snapchat doesn’t exist and there’s 

already something new… it moves terribly fast.’ 

 

The upshot is that microcommunities form and recombine at high speed, often 

around niche interests, pop-culture nodes, or gaming, giving recruiters and 

propagandists repeat opportunities to catch young people ‘between’ 

moderating regimes. In these spaces, globalised grievance repertoires and 

aesthetic cues travel easily (memes, short video formats, masculinist fitness 

tropes), while local anchors such as schools, neighbourhoods and youth clubs 

often only detect problems late, when conduct has already become overtly 

abusive (e.g., targeted harassment of girls or gender-nonconforming peers). 

Frontline workers describe the trigger points at which schools finally seek help: 

 

‘Either the school notices concrete behaviour… open bullying… or someone spots 

something online, openly insulting girls… or attacking a transgender student, and 

then asks what to do.’ 

 

Organisationally, prevention practitioners report that referral pathways remain 

ad hoc, and multiagency protocols are weak. A social-work practitioner summed 

up the systemic gap: 

 

‘Multi-institutional cooperation is missing… we meet at roundtables, but there is no 

created system, for prevention or deradicalisation. Schools, courts, police don’t really 

cooperate; people reach us randomly ‘through contacts.’ 

 

These frictions matter because effective responses require continuity (from 

classroom workshop to family support to alternative sanctions). One 

programme lead described the operational model they aim for universal and 
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selective prevention in schools coupled with individual and family counselling 

for those already at risk, precisely the sort of end-to-end support that becomes 

difficult without institutional buy-in. 

 

Role of Online vs. Offline Leadership 
 

Interviewees describe a decoupling of leadership from formal organisations. 

Rather than commanders and cadres, today’s leadership often looks like 

content producers, micro-celebrities and controversy-maximising influencers 

who monetise attention while amplifying grievance and status hierarchies. As 

one practitioner observed about the influence economy: 

 

‘Some protagonists, often from pop culture, use controversial content to attract 

young people; they might not see the chain of events, where in two years someone 

could take a life.’ 

 

This influence-led model coexists with, and sometimes overshadows, legacy 

offline formations. Several interviewees noted that the most salient security risk 

is increasingly the self-radicalised lone actor, not a large, disciplined group: 

 

‘I always expected it would be a young member who knows how to handle a weapon 

and can act alone… the incident confirmed that.’ 

 

Masculinity Constructions 
 

Interviewees converge on a working description of extreme/toxic masculinity as 

an ideology of dominance, control and emotional invulnerability, often 

performed in front of male peers and amplified by group dynamics: 

 

‘For me it’s exaggerated aggression and primacy… dominance and the denigration 

of women… the ‘alpha’ thing. In groups this can escalate to incitement and even 

criminal behaviour.’ 

 

Another respondent approached the same theme through the lens of exclusion, 

namely, that gendered hierarchies are used to define who counts in public life: 
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‘The key principle in these circles is exclusion of a group from public life, e.g. whether 

women ‘should be present’ in public life or sent ‘back to the kitchen.’ 

 

Practitioners stressed that these norms are not merely imported from 

subcultural extremist spaces; they resonate with broader social cues. Youth 

workers encounter normalised sexist language at school and in families, and 

respondents noted the way public discourse models what is acceptable: 

 

‘If someone can call you ‘a bitch’ in parliament… a son will replicate it because he 

sees it’s okay… it’s become normalised; young people are braver about saying these 

things.’ 

 

The visual and affective economies of contemporary platforms, short-form 

video, body/aesthetic display, and meme-based humour, also matter. One civil-

society leader described a pendulum swing toward more overtly ‘macho’ 

aesthetics, globalised through TikTok and similar channels: 

 

‘What was ‘cool’ ten years ago, being a nerd, has swung back… now it’s more 

‘macho’… and thanks to social networks these influences are far more globalised.’ 

 

Interviewees working with girls and young women additionally flagged 

sexualised harassment ecosystems, forums for sharing intimate images, 

coordinated bullying and reputational abuse, as part of a newer radicalisation 

milieu that polices gender and sexuality: 

 

‘They set up pages with photos of their girlfriends, wives, mothers… and support each 

other in it… this feels like a new type of radicalisation.’ 

  

Links to Broader Societal Norms 
 

Practitioners emphasised that extreme masculinities interlock with other 

boundary-making projects, xenophobia, homophobia and are licensed when 

high-status actors disparage equality. One human-rights analyst captured the 

concern succinctly: 
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‘When state representatives' question that everyone has equal rights… LGBTQIA+ 

people become a focus; toxic masculinity and the idea of ‘stronger’ and ‘weaker’ 

predetermine social roles.’ 

 

At the same time, frontline workers caution against treating youth attitudes as 

monolithic; ambivalence is common. A counsellor noted that some clients 

express support for LGBTQIA+ peers while reproducing mainstream anti-Pride 

narratives: 

 

‘Often it comes down to: ‘Why the Pride, it’s disgusting… but I have nothing against 

them; let them do what they want in private.’ 

 

This ambivalence suggests a struggle over the meaning of masculinity itself, 

what counts as ‘strength,’ who gets to protect whom and the status of emotion 

and care. As one practitioner reflected, many young men are actively searching 

for scripts and may find them ‘in the wrong places’ if democratic institutions and 

educational settings do not provide credible alternatives. 

 

Impact on Prevention and Democratic Engagement 

 

Respondents voiced a dual concern: erosion of institutional trust and thin civic 

education. Youth workers described a generation that wants tangible change 

quickly but sees slow-moving reforms and patchy, often nonspecialist civic 

instruction: 

 

‘Democracy seems to have resigned from the work of shaping democratic citizens… 

there isn’t a proper formative subject… young people want quick wins.’ 

 

When democratic engagement appears procedural but ineffective, some youths 

drift toward tribal belonging in online spaces, where identity affirmation is 

immediate and accountability diffuse: 

 

‘If I join chat groups with radical content, my value-commitment is much stronger… 

I’ll seek a bubble where I’m heard and won’t look for people who challenge me.’ 



 
This project is funded by the European Union under grant agreement no. 

101177204. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) 

only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union. Neither the 

European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.  

 

Country Profiles          Page | 114 

 

Practitioners also noted the political economy of attention: influencers, and 

sometimes politicians, weaponise othering for reach and revenue, creating a 

background hum of hostility that can catalyse violence: 

 

‘If you long-term vilify some minority as the problem… I think there’s no other way it 

ends.’ 

 

The consequences for pro-democracy work are direct. Civil society actors spoke 

of polarisation so intense that terms like ‘human rights’ or ‘liberalism’ act as 

conversation-stoppers; dialogue collapses before it begins: 

 

‘We’re so far apart we’re not interested in communicating; labels shut ears, say 

‘human rights’ and people don’t listen.’ 

 

At the same time, practitioners report that international standards and 

institutions sometimes provide protective backstops, for instance, rapid legal 

reviews when problematic laws are rushed. Even when such interventions do 

not change outcomes, they can legitimate domestic defenders and keep 

normative space open for pro-democracy advocacy. 

 

Effects on Social Cohesion and Prevention Infrastructure 
 

Social cohesion, in this account, is strained from both ends: by intensified hate-

normalisation in public discourse and by institutional fragmentation that leaves 

at-risk youths and targets of harassment underserved. School-centred 

prevention is reactive rather than anticipatory; referrals arrive late and 

randomly; and data-sharing/consent rules, while crucial, are not embedded 

within cooperative protocols, producing confusion and broken trust: 

 

‘There’s a lot of non-transparency… a child learns last that something is happening, 

decisions are made around him… schools notice but often don’t know what to do 

next.’ 
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Practitioners were adamant that relationship-based, long-horizon work is 

essential for desistance and resilience: 

 

‘If we can work long-term, not just one meeting, then through building the 

relationship we can get to what’s behind the hate and help meet needs in safer ways.’ 

 

Where systems enable continued universal prevention in schools plus tailored 

family counselling and alternative pathways, workers report more traction. But 

without joined-up governance, even strong programmes feel like isolated 

islands. 

 

Synthesis 

 

Taken together, the interviews depict an ecosystem shift: away from highly 

visible, place-bound formations toward distributed, affect-driven networks in 

which leadership is performed through attention, notoriety, and claims to 

masculine authority. This shift alters how young people enter extremist milieus 

(through chat-based micro-communities and globalised audiovisual 

repertoires), who leads them (influencers and micro-celebrities more than 

organisers) and where prevention must act (not just classrooms and police files, 

but also the ambience of platformed culture). 

 

At the cultural core of these developments lie masculinity scripts, valorising 

dominance, emotional hardness and the policing of gender/sexual boundaries, 

amplified by group dynamics and normalised when elite and everyday 

discourse signals permission to demean. These scripts are contested and 

uneven: many young people express mixed views, and practitioners insist that 

credible alternative scripts (care, responsibility, plural strength) can gain 

traction when institutions invest. 

 

For prevention and democratic engagement, the message is twofold. First, 

procedural democracy must be lived as everyday competence, in schools, youth 

spaces, and families, through consistent civic and character education and 

quick, visible improvements that prove institutions can deliver. Second, 

prevention must be systemic: a stable, multiagency pathway from early signs 
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(including online) to sustained relational work with youth and families. Without 

that connective tissue, even the best programmes operate under conditions of 

structural drift, while platform logics continue to pull at the social fabric. 

 

Online Extremism: Digital Narratives and Data Insights 

 

Across interviews and desk research there is a convergence on a handful of 

platforms young people use and where problematic content circulates. The 

emphasis is on chat-centred and gaming-adjacent spaces, especially Discord, 

alongside Snapchat and legacy imageboards like 4chan; these are described as 

less regulated and harder to map than mainstream feeds, which is why 

practitioners wanted to map those environments rather than focus only on big 

social networks.  

 

On TikTok and Instagram, practitioners report high youth exposure and rapid 

diffusion of identity-laden content. A frontline counsellor notes that for her 

clients, TikTok and Instagram are the most used, with additional exposure 

through ‘gaming platforms… you can encounter a lot there… Discord would be the 

first I’d name.’ A civil-society leader similarly highlights the role of TikTok and 

‘youtubers,’ stressing that many adolescents draw news and worldview cues 

from these sources rather than professional media.  

 

As for Facebook, practitioners describe it as comparatively less central for teens 

(one interviewee remarks that essentially ‘no child is on Facebook’), yet it still 

matters for the visibility and coordination of older cohorts and for the spillover 

of harassment against NGOs during political flashpoints. The ISD/Strong Cities 

mapping underscores Facebook’s continuing relevance for older and cross-

platform extremist mobilisation. 360 

 

YouTube surfaces in two ways: as a host for long-form ideation (lectures, talk 

shows) and as a feeder into other channels via clips and recommendations. One 

practitioner describes how even non-extremist talk shows and creators can 

‘open doors’ to more radical material through guest selection and 

recommendation chains: algorithms suggest ‘similar content,’ viewers follow a 

guest into their own channel, and the journey continues. Notably, Telegram is 
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not foregrounded by these practitioners, while desk research elevates its 

centrality. The point, from a practitioner and research perspective, is less about 

a single platform than about how fast the platform mixes shifts and how open 

feeds, recommendation systems and closed channels interact. 

 

Closed vs. Open Spaces 

 

Interviewees consistently distinguish open feeds (public 

TikTok/Instagram/YouTube posts) from closed or semi-closed spaces (Discord 

servers, Telegram, private groups, Close Friends, invite-only channels). These 

closed spaces are described as precisely where more explicit or boundary-

pushing content circulates. Desk research aligns: Telegram’s semi-closed 

channels function as persistence layers for content seeded on open platforms, 

with alt-media, politicians and disinfluencers anchoring audiences in Slovak-

language ecosystems that mix pro-Kremlin narratives with domestic culture-

war frames (gender/LGBTQIA+, anti-media, anti-elite). 

 

Practitioners also emphasise how algorithms in open spaces both amplify and 

filter attention: ‘you clearly see more of what you click.’ The 2023 deepfake episode 

illustrates a governance gap: during statutory ‘silence’ windows, moderation, 

fact-checking and corrective amplification struggle to catch up with novel attack 

types.361 Closed spaces then catch and keep those who lean in: ‘when I join chat 

groups with radical content, the value-commitment is much stronger,’ one 

interviewee notes of the shift from passive consumption to opt-in participation.  

 

Online Mobilisation: How Narratives Feed Offline Behaviour  
 

Practitioners describe two mobilisation pathways linking online narratives to 

offline behaviour. First, norm spillover in everyday settings, especially schools, 

where online normalisation of sexist or hateful speech appears to embolden 

offline harassment. A counsellor explains that schools often intervene after 

overt behaviour emerges (e.g., ‘openly insulting girls… attacking a transgender 

student’), sometimes triggered by something first seen online (photos, posts, 

groups) that then surfaces on campus. Desk research around the 2023 vote also 
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records spikes in gender-based hate, with female politicians and LGBTQIA+ 

topics targeted by orchestrated abuse and disinformation.  

 

Second, practitioners highlight risk escalation from lone-actor scripts. One 

youth expert recounts he always expected the primary security risk would be a 

self-radicalised young man capable of acting alone; the Bratislava attack 

confirmed that, in his view. While this interview is not a forensic analysis, it 

reflects a frontline reading of how online repertoires, including transnational 

attack lineages, can inform intent and shape offline action. 

 

At the organisational level, NGOs report surges of online abuse translating into 

offline pressure following political cue-setting. A civil-society leader describes a 

cascade effect: statements by high-level officials were followed by waves of 

hate, emails, phone calls, comment floods, severe enough that the organisation 

implemented a ‘troll wall’ and internal safety protocols (call handling, 

documentation) to protect staff. Desk-based context situates these waves 

within a polarised media environment and contentious government reforms, 

which repeatedly seed online mobilisations that spill into the street.  

 

Role of Influencers and Networked Amplification 

 

Practitioners repeatedly point to influencers and pop culture figures as agenda 

shapers, even when they are not overtly ideological. Their value lies in attention 

capture and tone-setting. As stated before, one youth practitioner notes that 

some protagonists from pop culture (including rappers and influencers) use 

controversial content to attract audiences without recognising ‘where the chain 

of events could end up,’ potentially fuelling violence when othering is normalised. 

 

Networked Amplification Happens in Two Reinforcing Ways 
 

Algorithmic ladders: Non-extremist but provocative creators serve as on-

ramps; recommendation systems ‘open doors’ by suggesting more radical 

guests/creators or encouraging users to follow guests off-platform into their 

own ecosystems. This is how an initial interest might become progressive 

hardening of views through ‘similar content’ and creator networks. In Slovakia, 
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YouTube talk formats and short form clips often serve as the first rung; 

Telegram/Discord are the landing zones. 

 

Cross-platform logistics and persistence: Short clips and memes seeded on 

TikTok or Instagram are mirrored into more persistent channels (e.g., Telegram 

and Discord servers or private groups), where organisers and loyalists keep the 

conversation, share ‘receipts,’ and coordinate. Practitioners emphasise quantity 

and tempo as features of the contemporary environment: content is ‘based on 

quantity,’ flooding eyes and ears so that many young people absorb positions 

without deep argument. 

 

In this context, influencers and ‘players’ (from gaming scenes) are cited by 

counsellors as key amplifiers; desk research adds that Slovak ‘disinfluencers’ on 

Telegram and politicians from Republika (and some from SMER/SNS) operate as 

high-reach nodes in this networked ecosystem. Family socialisation and 

ambient sexism/racism in the culture can prime receptivity, with influencers ‘just 

giving it a louder voice.’ Finally, practitioners underline the speed of these cycles. 

Platform churn (‘Snapchat today, something else tomorrow’) makes monitoring 

and literacy hard even for specialists and contributes to a sense that closed 

chats are always one step ahead of formal safeguards. 

 

Concluding Analysis: Cross-Source Convergence 

 
Slovakia’s extremism landscape is best understood as a meeting point between 

old national fissures and fast-evolving transnational dynamics. The desk 

research and the practitioner interviews all point in the same direction: 

mobilisation today is distributed, affect-driven and sustained by platform 

architectures that reward controversy and speed. Gendered narratives, 

especially those centred on protective, hierarchical masculinity, act as 

connective tissue linking culture-war flashpoints to sovereigntist politics and 

distrust of institutions. What follows synthesises the common patterns that 

emerge across sources, distinguishes local specificities from broader European 

trends, explores how masculinity functions as a strategic resource for extremist 

and illiberal actors and draws out the implications for policy and prevention. 
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Across methods there is a consistent picture of how attention is captured, 

identities are hardened and action spills offline. Open social networks like 

TikTok, Instagram, YouTube and, for older cohorts, Facebook, remain crucial for 

discovery and broad reach. Yet the point at which curiosity turns into 

commitment sits elsewhere. Closed or semi-closed spaces—Telegram channels, 

Discord servers and private or invite-only chats tied to gaming communities—

serve as the persistence layer where audiences are retained, social norms are 

shaped and more explicit, or boundary-pushing content is normalised. 

Practitioners describe a practical lag built into this architecture: teachers, 

counsellors and parents often detect problematic behaviour only once it 

surfaces in school corridors or family conflicts, long after the worldview work 

has been done in hidden or semi-hidden channels. 

 

Leadership in this ecosystem is performed through influence rather than formal 

organisation. The figures who matter most are not always party leaders or 

paramilitary organisers but content producers and micro-celebrities who 

understand the logics of virality and monetise transgression. Attention capital, 

rather than organisational rank, is what opens doors and moves audiences 

along algorithmic ladders from provocative but apparently mainstream talk 

formats to ideologically harder material and, eventually, to closed communities. 

Formal extremist organisations have not disappeared; their rhetoric and cues 

still matter. But influence routinely outruns hierarchy, and charismatic online 

personalities can act as recruitment hubs even when they disclaim overt 

ideology. 

 

This environment privileges the lone actor. Historical cases and frontline 

observations converge on the self-radicalising young man as the highest-

salience risk. He assembles an affective repertoire, grievances, aesthetics and 

tactical scripts by mixing global content streams with local cues and 

opportunities. The online sphere supplies frames, validation and mentors at a 

distance; offline life supplies targets and occasions, whether in schools, nightlife 

districts, gyms or martial-arts clubs. Practitioners emphasise how long these 

trajectories can remain concealed; what would once have been legible as a 

subculture visible on the street now unfolds behind screens for months. 
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Gendered narratives tie everything together. Appeals to protect ‘normal 

families’ or ‘the children,’ hostility to so-called ‘gender ideology’ and the policing 

of sexual and gender boundaries recur across parties, alt-media and encrypted 

channels. Interviews depict how permissive cues from high-status figures and 

institutions normalise sexist and homophobic speech, which young people then 

imitate in peer settings. The same narratives readily fuse with anti-EU or anti-

NATO positions, conspiracism about elites, and a nativist framing of welfare and 

security. In practice, this means that cultural conflict is not a separate arena but 

a staging ground for broader illiberal projects. 

 

Transnational Dynamics 

 

Many of these features mirror wider European and global patterns. Polarised 

information environments have become the norm, and platform recommender 

systems reward content that elicits strong emotion and rapid engagement. 

Cross-platform logistics are standard. The cast of actors is similarly hybridised 

in many countries, mixing politicians, alt-media entrepreneurs, ‘disinfluencers’ 

and subcultural scenes. And across Europe, gender serves as politics by other 

means: contesting school curricula, family law or LGBTQIA+ rights becomes a 

vehicle for reasserting hierarchies and rolling back liberal norms. 

 

Slovakia, however, brings its own texture to these trends. Public opinion has 

tended to be comparatively more receptive to pro-Kremlin narratives than in 

several neighbouring states, giving those frames an easier runway and making 

foreign-policy scepticism a potent mobiliser. The institutional memory of 

corruption scandals and the trauma of the Kuciak and Kušnírová murders keep 

governance and integrity issues at the centre of civic life; this sustains protest 

cultures but also furnishes grievance fuel for anti-elite actors. Party-system 

dynamics matter as well: the decline of a neo-Nazi-branded formation and the 

rise of a more polished nationalist alternative have reshaped how far-right 

talking points are laundered into mainstream debate. Meanwhile, the realities 

of a small-language market complicate platform governance. Slovak 

moderation capacity is thinner; domestic alt-media can dominate attention 

niches relatively cheaply; and cross-border Slovak-Czech flows widen 
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distribution for both quality journalism and coordinated disinformation. Finally, 

the persistence of paramilitary and martial-arts milieus provides offline spaces 

where hierarchical, protective masculinities can be socialised, even when formal 

groups face legal scrutiny. 

 

In short, Slovakia is neither a European outlier nor a generic copy. It functions 

as a highly permeable node while its political history and media ecology make 

gendered and pro-Kremlin narratives especially resonant. 

 

The Role of Masculinity in Mobilisation 

 

Masculinity in the Slovak context is not an incidental backdrop but a strategic 

resource that illiberal and extremist actors marshal to confer legitimacy, recruit 

and discipline members. It operates through three linked mechanisms. First, 

the protective-family frame acts as a gateway. Pledges to defend children or 

preserve ‘normal’ families are politically low-threshold and morally high-yield. 

They can be advanced without adopting explicit extremist markers, and they 

translate easily into demands for exceptional policies, from curriculum 

restrictions to protest escalation. Once accepted, this frame licenses boundary-

making about who counts as a legitimate parent, educator, journalist or citizen. 

It also harmonises with sovereigntist claims that cast international agreements 

or European standards as alien impositions. 

 

Second, dominance is performed as a public spectacle and groups amplify it. 

Interviews depict hostile speech and harassment as performances directed at 

male peers, where prestige accrues to those who demonstrate emotional 

invulnerability and the willingness to transgress. Likes, shares, stitches and the 

buzz of private chats reward cruelty with visibility. Over time, the incentives 

harden identities. What begins as a joke or an edgy meme becomes a marker 

of belonging, and the social costs of reversing course rise accordingly. 

 

Third, global aesthetics plug into local scripts. The 'Manosphere'’s idioms, self-

improvement as competitive domination, pseudo-biological hierarchies of 

‘alpha’ and ‘beta’ and contempt for feminism arrive pre-packaged in short-form 
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videos and gym culture. Slovak actors localise them into themes of decency, 

national protection and anti-elite resentment. Paramilitary and martial arts 

scenes render these scripts tangible as discipline, hierarchy and a ‘warrior’ ethic. 

The result is a marketplace of masculinities where influencers, organisers and 

coaches compete to supply meaning to unsettled young men seeking pride and 

place. 

 

Importantly, these narratives are contested. Practitioners encounter young 

people who hold contradictory views: sympathy for LGBTQIA+ peers alongside 

disgust at Pride parades; a rejection of ‘extremism’ paired with admiration for 

harsh discipline and exclusionary policies. This ambivalence signals that the 

field is not closed. Alternative scripts, strength as care, protection as 

responsibility toward the vulnerable, and pride as integrity rather than 

domination might travel just as effectively when the messengers and formats 

resonate. 

 

Implications for Policy and Prevention 

 

The converging evidence suggests that interventions must be systemic, 

mechanism-specific and realistic about the constraints of a small-language 

market. The prevention pipeline should be re-architected from an incident-

driven model to an anticipatory one. Schools, youth services, social work, 

mental-health providers and law enforcement need a stable pathway with 

transparent consent and data-sharing rules so that universal prevention in 

classrooms can flow into selective interventions and, where necessary, 

intensive family-centred casework without referral cliffs. Within schools, 

prevention must become a programme rather than a one-off workshop. A 

sequenced approach across the school year, combining digital citizenship, 

media literacy that includes audio manipulation and deepfakes, bystander 

skills, and age-appropriate gender-respect curricula, has a better chance of 

shifting norms than isolated sessions. Specialist support should be embedded 

through itinerant teams that rotate regionally, ensuring access outside major 

cities, and the system should track protective factors such as belonging, adult 

connection, and bystander efficacy, not just incidents. 
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Masculinity should be treated as an entry point for prevention rather than as a 

taboo. Positive-masculinity programming works best when it avoids 

preachiness and punishment. Partnerships with sports clubs and gyms, 

mentoring by respected male figures such as coaches or first responders and 

co-designed youth challenges that reward care, reliability and service can re-

route status dynamics towards pro-social ends. Educators and youth workers 

need concrete routines for interrupting group performances of misogyny or 

homophobia without humiliation spirals, along with restorative processes that 

respect adolescent status concerns. Parents benefit from practical tools, short 

scenario-based guides on closed-chat dynamics, consent, intimate-image 

harms and conversation starters about online status games that make difficult 

topics more navigable at home. 

 

Independent youth-savvy media should be supported with micro-funding for 

fast formats, paired with safeguards for editorial independence. Vulnerable 

points can be hardened without securitising youth spaces. Municipalities and 

schools facing surges of harassment need ready-to-deploy toolkits that include 

call-handling scripts, documentation templates, legal triage and psychosocial 

support for staff. Partnerships with Discord could pilot optional graduated 

friction within Slovak servers, gentle prompts before forwarding dehumanising 

content, visible routes to help for bystanders and reporting to school or 

community moderators. Paramilitary and martial arts engagement should be 

approached carefully but not ignored: reputable coaches and veterans can 

reframe defence as community protection, offer training in de-escalation and 

first aid and gatekeep against extremist entryism. Victim-centred services, legal 

aid and counselling must be resourced so that targets of gendered and 

homophobic abuse can access support quickly through school and police 

referrals. 

 

Finally, there is work to do across borders and at the EU level.  Practitioner 

mobility funding can spread promising practice quickly: short exchanges 

between Slovak youth workers and peers experimenting with positive-

masculinity programmes, school-embedded prevention and lone-actor risk 

management produce practical insights faster than literature alone. Research 

gaps are clear as well. Longitudinal studies on Slovak youth media diets, 



 
This project is funded by the European Union under grant agreement no. 

101177204. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) 

only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union. Neither the 

European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.  

 

Country Profiles          Page | 125 

rigorous evaluation of masculinity-positive interventions and systematic 

tracking of audio deepfake incidents in small languages would equip 

policymakers and practitioners with the evidence they need. 

 

The Slovak case shows how gendered illiberalism and platform logics can braid 

into a self-reinforcing system in which grievances become identities, identities 

become content and content becomes coordination. Yet the same circuits can 

carry counter-scripts when institutions and civil society supply compelling 

messengers, formats and pathways. The practitioners’ common lesson is that 

long-horizon relationships matter. When youth workers, teachers and 

counsellors have time to get behind the hate, they find unmet needs for status, 

belonging and competence that can be met more safely. The strategic task is, 

therefore, to move from incident response to ecosystem shaping, aligning 

schools, families, platforms and local clubs around a shared aim: enabling 

young people to experience democracy not as procedure or slogan but as 

everyday competence and care. If that alignment is achieved, the demand for 

extremist scripts might diminish, and alternative stories about strength, 

protection and community might become both credible and, crucially, cool. 
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SWEDEN 

Country Context and Extremism Landscape  

 

Sweden has undergone a marked political shift over the past two decades, as 

far-right rhetoric has moved from the political margins to the mainstream. The 

Sweden Democrats (SD), a national conservative populist right-wing group, 

originated in an extreme right-wing milieu, and consequently were long viewed 

as illegitimate by mainstream parties and a large segment of Swedish voters.362 

Thus, SD was previously dismissed by other political parties and excluded from 

building coalitions with mainstream parties.363 However, SD has been more 

recently accepted into coalitions by other conservative political parties.364 This 

can be partly attributed to the growth of anti-immigration sentiment, an 

increase in gang-related gun violence and crime, as well as the fact that SD 

promotes a harder stance towards immigration and crime, which they argue 

come hand-in-hand365 Due to these developments, Sweden has witnessed the 

normalisation of far-right discourse, with anti-immigration and anti-gender 

rhetoric gradually becoming more prominent in the public debate,  shaping new 

policies.366 

 

Alongside the mainstreaming of racist and exclusionary narratives, civil society 

monitors such as the Expo Foundation report a rise in right-wing extremist 

activity, increasing from 1,172 to 1,245 documented actions between 2023 and 

2024.367 Expo defines these actions as openly conducted activities that can be 

systematically verified—ranging from demonstrations and propaganda 

distribution to combat-style training, ideological meetings and other organised 

gatherings.368 While noting that some groups intentionally obscure their 

operations, Expo treats these observable actions as key indicators of 

mobilisation capacity.369 At the same time, the far-right milieu has become more 

fragmented and diverse, with a proliferation of loosely organised groups 

contributing to this upward trend.370 

 

The Swedish Security Service identifies violent right-wing and violent Islamist 

extremism as the primary threats to national security. Recent assessments 

highlight a more fragmented and unpredictable landscape: extremist violence 
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is increasingly driven by lone actors, hybrid networks and young individuals 

radicalised online rather than by established organisations.371 Digital 

platforms—social media, gaming-related spaces, and encrypted forums—have 

become central arenas where extremist propaganda, violent aesthetics and 

conspiracy narratives circulate, often targeting minors. Both the Swedish 

Security Service and the Swedish Center for Preventing Violent Extremism 

report a rise in cases involving children as young as 12–18 who show intense 

interest in violence and, in some instances, plan attacks without clear 

ideological coherence.372 

 

A report from the Swedish Center for Preventing Violent Extremism also 

emphasises that many young individuals who come to the attention of 

practitioners show overlapping vulnerabilities—social isolation, mental health 

challenges and fascination with violence—where ideology often plays a 

secondary or ambiguous role.373 Fluid ‘pick-and-mix’ ideological blends, 

misanthropic online subcultures, misogynistic communities and violent gaming-

adjacent platforms increasingly shape these pathways.374 Far-right Active Clubs 

are growing and attracting young men through physical training and 

community-building, while jihadist milieus attempt to exploit the Gaza conflict 

and Sweden’s heightened geopolitical tensions to mobilise vulnerable youth.375 

 

Geopolitical crises have further intensified Sweden’s security threats. According 

to the Swedish security police, foreign states—including Russia, Iran and 

China—now use Sweden as an arena for influence operations, hybrid attacks, 

and, in some cases, violent acts via criminal networks. Anti-establishment 

movements, conspiracy-driven communities and disinformation campaigns 

have expanded in this climate, eroding trust in democratic institutions.376 The 

Swedish Center for Preventing Violent Extremism highlights that this 

broadening threat requires long-term, preventive measures that strengthen 

protective factors such as inclusion, academic achievement and supportive 

relationships, rather than focusing solely on ideology.377 
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Historical and Current Extremist Activity  

 

Sweden has a long history of far-right mobilisation. The racial-ideological milieu 

has roots in 19th-century antisemitism, grew through Fascist and Nazi 

movements in the 1920s and was later influenced by British and American white 

power subcultures in the 1980s.378 Today, it remains characterised by 

antisemitism, racism, anti-Roma sentiment, Islamophobia, hostility to feminism 

and LGBTQIA+ rights and conspiratorial thinking. Targets of violence and hatred 

include immigrants, Muslims, Jews, LGBTQIA+ communities, feminists, 

politicians and state officials.379 

 

Nordiska Motståndsrörelsen (Nordic Resistance Movement; NMR), which was 

founded in 1997, has historically been the largest, most visible neo-Nazi 

organisation in Sweden, with branches in Norway, Denmark, Iceland and 

Finland. The goal of NMR is to establish a pan-Nordic White state and is known 

to have a hierarchical bureaucratic structure.380 NMR has recently been 

classified as a global terrorist organisation by the U.S Department of State for 

posing a significant risk to the security of the United States.381 However, 

according to a report by Expo Foundation NMR appears to be losing traction, as 

indicated by a decrease in noted actions by NMR members and a corresponding 

increase in actions that can be tied to members of more newly formed neo-Nazi 

groups (e.g., Active Clubs).382 

 

Key events have shaped this evolving landscape. In 2023, a series of Quran 

burnings by far-right provocateurs triggered a major diplomatic crisis—

including obstacles in Sweden’s NATO accession negotiations—and contributed 

to a sharp escalation in extremist propaganda, with Sweden being directly 

named as a target by international Islamist organisations.383 Later the same 

year, the Israel–Hamas war further polarised Swedish society. The Swedish 

Security Service identifies this conflict as a key ‘hot-driving’ factor behind the 

rise in antisemitic incidents and Sweden’s elevated terror threat level.384 

 

In recent years the ideological basis for extremist violence in Sweden has not 

always been entirely clear. For example, in 2022, Theodor Engström murdered 

a psychiatric coordinator for the Swedish municipalities (Ing-Marie Wieselgren) 

at Almedalen week in Visby385– an annual Swedish event promoting open and 
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democratic dialogue between politicians, public officials and the public.386 

Engström has previously been a member of NMR, and it was revealed that he 

had also plotted an assassination of Annie Lööf (former minister and party 

leader of the Centre Party in Sweden).387 However, his motives were also shaped 

by severe mental illness and anger about the psychiatric care he had received, 

suggesting that he had both personal grievances as well as ideological reasons 

for resorting to violence.388 Engström also received an autism spectrum 

diagnosis.389 

 

This year, Rickard Andersson committed Sweden’s worst school shooting in 

history, with 10 people murdered at a school for adult education in Örebro. The 

overwhelming majority of victims had immigrant background (e.g., migrated 

from Syria, Iran and Eritrea); however, Swedish officials have ruled out that this 

was a terror attack since they were unable to identify an ideological motive.390 

Like Engström, Andersson was also known to have autism.391 

 

Recently, Alexander Holmberg (a 23-year-old Swedish citizen) was sentenced to 

prison in Luxemburg for planning a terrorist attack which was to take place at 

Eurovision 2020. While Holmberg’s main target for the Eurovision terror attack 

was the LGBTQIA+ community, but he had also previously burnt down a Mink 

farm in Sweden for reasons tied to ecofascist ideology and had planned several 

attacks on mosques in Sweden.392 He also had ties to the ecofascist group the 

Green Brigade and was a member of the neo-Nazi group The Base.393 

 

Key Actors and Ideologies 

 

The right-wing extremist environment encompasses a wide array of ideologies 

and actors, from organised neo-Nazis to decentralised online networks. Central 

themes include: 

• National Socialism (Nazism): belief in racial hierarchy, White supremacy, 

antisemitism and the need for authoritarian leadership. 

• The ‘Great Replacement’ conspiracy: the idea that global elites 

deliberately enable immigration to erase the White race. 
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• Accelerationism: the belief that violent attacks can hasten societal 

collapse and racial war. 

• Eco-fascism: linking environmental concerns with ethnonationalism. 

• Anti-feminism/Anti-gender: the belief that feminism is a destructive force 

undermining the traditional family and men’s status in society. 

Prominent right-wing extremist groups include: 

• Nordic Resistance Movement (NMR): The most established neo-Nazi 

group in Sweden.394 

• Det Fria Sverige (The Free Sweden): Ethnonationalist group focused on 

building Swedish-only communities, premised on ‘the Great 

Replacement’ conspiracy, and known to incite violence.395 

• Active Clubs: A new transnational movement, originating in the U.S., that 

has rapidly spread in Sweden.396 

 

Several recent attacks in Sweden have also been linked to 764/No Lives 

Matters– a network of online groups engaging in sexual extortion and 

glorification of violence.397 The network has been known to coerce minors into 

producing child sexual abuse material (CSAM) and then leverage this to 

pressure victims into engaging in violence, self-harm or animal abuse.398 

 

Masculinity in National Context 

 

Sweden has a unique gender-equality tradition that has shaped how 

masculinity is conceptualised in the country. Gender equality has officially been 

promoted by the state since the 1970s, with men’s and women’s roles reshaped 

in response to feminist reforms.399 Movements like Befria Mannen (Liberate the 

Man) encouraged men to question earlier conceptualisations of hegemonic, 

traditional masculinity based on dominant norms around masculinity, and to 

embrace new roles as caring fathers and equal partners. This has been referred 

to as a reformulation of hegemonic masculinity in Sweden, which 

simultaneously produced progressive transformations (such as gender-equality 

policies) and a backlash rooted in fears of emasculation.400 
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This tension continues to shape far-right and extremist narratives. The far-right 

depicts Sweden’s progressive gender regime as a betrayal of ‘real men,’ 

portraying the Swedish state as privileging feminism, LGBTQIA+ rights and 

multiculturalism over the interests of ‘ordinary’ men.401 

 

Anti-feminist and anti-gender narratives are also prominent in Swedish 

newspapers, neo-Nazi alternative media and Swedish online platforms (e.g., 

Flashback).402 Misogynistic discourse is often rooted in male entitlement (and 

violation of such entitlement) and is often articulated together with extreme 

right ideology and used to justify support for far-right and extremist groups.403 

 

Far-right actors often use hypermasculine symbols such as Viking imagery.404 

For example, NMR organises events where members engage in archery, 

wrestling and survivalist training. Such activities represent a performance of 

hypermasculine identity.405 Qualitive work on individuals active in neo-Nazi 

movements in Sweden has also illustrated that violence towards ‘the enemy’ 

(i.e., immigrants) is usually a means of ‘demonstrating masculinity’.406  

 

In the digital sphere, Swedish men and boys also consume content from 

international 'Manosphere' influencers such as Andrew Tate and Jordan 

Peterson.407 Jordan Peterson has likely contributed to discontent among young 

men by often citing Sweden as an extreme case in which the gender equality 

project has gone too far.408 

 

Although there is a limited number of 'Manosphere' influencers in Sweden, a 

prominent example with a large social media following is ‘The Golden One’ 

(Marcus Follin) – an Identitarian bodybuilding influencer who promotes a Nordic 

warrior ideal, hypermasculinity, fitness and far-right ideology.409 The Golden 

One has been featured on far-right and extremist media including the Nordic 

Resistance Movement’s news media and podcasts.410 The perpetrator of one of 

Sweden’s largest far-right attacks in Trollhättan (Anton Lundin Pettersson) was 

found to be a follower of The Golden One and viewed his YouTube content prior 

to carrying out his terror attack.411 
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An emerging line of research on masculinity and Nordic Ecofascism suggests 

that the previously dominant far-right depictions of militant masculinity are also 

being challenged by quieter expressions of masculinity, depicting Nordic men 

in nature engaging in seemingly peaceful activities.412 

 

Research also suggests that Swedish men are more likely to engage with incel 

ideology compared to other countries. The Swedish Defence Research Agency 

(conducted in 2020) analysed visits to incel forums which indicate that Sweden 

is among the countries in the world, with the most visits to incel-related online 

forums when population size is taken into consideration.413 Research examining 

the popular Swedish platform Flashback also shows that incel ideology 

prominently features in discussion forums.414 A common conception in these 

forums is that Swedish men have been ‘cucked’ by immigrant men, and that 

Swedish women and feminism have ruined the country for ethnically Swedish 

men.415 

 

Mobilisation Trends 

 

Aside from the new influence of 764/No Lives Matter, another pressing 

development in Sweden is the rapidly growing network of Active Clubs, a 

movement blending hypermasculinity, fitness, martial arts and White 

supremacist ideology, with members often bearing Nazi numerology or classic 

Nazi symbols.416 One goal of these Active Clubs which focus on physical fitness 

and combat training, is to increase members’ readiness for an upcoming race 

war. The Swedish network ‘Aktivklubb Sverige’ originating at Gym XIV was created 

in 2023 by an individual who was previously active in NMR.417 Compared to 

other forms of right-wing extreme moblisation, the Active Club milieu places 

some emphasis on members’ anonymity.418 In Sweden, the average age of 

Active Club members is 21 years of age.419 At least six Active Clubs have been 

established across Sweden including White Boys Stockholm, Aktivklubb 

Hälsningland, Aktivklubb Skåne, Aktivklubb Småland, Aktivklubb Södermanland, 

Aktivklubb Östergötland and Aktivklubb Västmanland. These Active Clubs spread 

propaganda through their Telegram channels.420 The growing threat of Active 

Clubs in Sweden has become especially salient in light of a recent discovery that 
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the teenage son of the Swedish Immigration minister (Johan Forssell) was a 

member of Aktivklubb Sverige.421  

 

Interview Findings  

 

A total of six interviews were conducted with individuals working for 

government and NGO’s involved in the monitoring and prevention of violent 

extremism, and gender equality issues in Sweden. Specifically, interviews were 

conducted with key figures with expertise on extremism, online extremism or 

masculinity and violence. Interviews were recorded and transcribed with the 

help of NoScribe, and the transcripts were anonymised so as not to reveal the 

name of interviewees, though the organisational names were not anonymised. 

 

Interviewee  # Details 

1  Swedish Centre for the Prevention of Violent 

Extremism (Government). 

2 Agera Värmland (Civil society organisation providing 

help to people active or formerly active in extremist 

milieus). 

3 EXIT (Civil society organisation providing help to people 

active or formerly active in extremist milieus). 

4 The Expo Foundation (Anti-racism NGO with expertise 

on the far-right in Sweden). 

5 The Swedish Gender Equality Agency (Government). 

6 Swedish Defence Research Agency (Government). 

 

Note: To preserve anonymity, the organisations listed in  

this table do not necessarily correspond to the interviewee # reported in  

the quotes below. 

 

Shifts in Extremist Strategy and Leadership 

 

Across the interviews, there was a consensus that the internet has had a 

significant impact on how people engage with or become drawn to extremism, 
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making it significantly easier for extremist rhetoric and networks to spread 

easily. It was also mentioned that the radicalisation landscape is becoming 

more heterogeneous because online influences are reaching a wider audience 

more readily: ‘The internet and social media have lowered the threshold to 

extremism’ (interviewee #1), ‘It’s easier to end up in the radicalisation process’ 

(interviewee #6), and ‘There has been a general change where more social groups, 

more types of people are reached by and influenced by highly extreme propaganda, 

which, among other things, leads to radicalization’ (interviewee #3). 

 

Interviewees mentioned a clear shift from street activism to the dissemination 

of online propaganda. In particular, there has been a shift away from organised 

groups such as the Nordic Resistance Movement, which traditionally consisted 

of older, more extroverted men mobilising on the streets, to more lone actors 

or smaller, more loosely formed, decentralised groups (e.g., post-organisational 

extremism. The interviewees claimed that there is an increasing trend of 

younger boys (some as young as 12) being radicalised, who are often socially 

isolated individuals sometimes characterised by neurodivergence. For example, 

one practitioner noted that: ‘Previously, if you generalise, it was quite strong 

outgoing young people…who wanted to be seen, who were out in the streets and 

squares and demonstrated…Today, it is a completely different category that is being 

radicalised. It is the very vulnerable, younger guys, especially guys who are then 

radicalised online and where the ideological driving forces are becoming more 

unclear’ (interviewee #2). Another practitioner echoed this opinion: ‘Now we see 

that a lot of threats come from individuals who rather have difficulty adapting 

socially…’ (interviewee #6). 

 

The interviewees also emphasised that Ideology has become less important, 

and violent extremists nowadays tend to have a less clear or a hybrid ideology: 

‘People can ‘pick and build’ their own ideology’ (Interview 2), and ‘Hybridised mixes–

misogyny with racism and antisemitism—where violence can be the central appeal’ 

(interviewee #1). 

 

The interviewees mentioned that large open platforms such as X, TikTok, and 

Telegram play a key role in spreading extremist and misogynistic rhetoric, which 

can provide an initial point of contact with these messages, which then further 
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develops as individuals gain access to more closed, and more extreme forums, 

for example, on Discord. Several interviewees also mentioned that many young 

boys are being radicalised through gaming platforms. 

 

Across the interviews, interviewees were also concerned about the 

normalisation of far-right discourse and misogyny. Interviewees were 

concerned with the radical-right-wing political party, the Swedish Democrats, 

bringing such ideas into the mainstream. One practitioner noted that ‘The 

Sweden Democrats have brought these ideas into mainstream politics’ (interviewee 

#3). 

 

Masculinity Constructions 

 

Although interviewees have noted that masculinity has been a theme for 

extremist organisations in the past, nowadays masculine rhetoric is more than 

ever accompanied by hateful rhetoric. Interviewees have also mentioned the 

influence of key 'Manosphere' figures such as Andrew Tate and Jordan Peterson 

who they perceive as a gateway or bridge between mainstream online culture 

and extremist networks. For example, one interviewee noted that ‘Peterson gives 

legitimacy to traditional masculinity, which can serve as a gateway’ (interviewee 

#4). Another interviewee mentioned that young men are at risk of adopting the 

misogynistic views of these male influencers: ‘Andrew Tate and Jordan Peterson 

spread very misogynistic views…young men are a risk group’ (interviewee #5). 

 

Overall, the interviewees noted that the form of masculinity being promoted in 

extremist spaces online can be characterised as a simplistic ideal of 

hypermasculinity, one that prizes physical strength, dominance, and action. For 

example, one practitioner stated that ‘Fascist masculinity is about being young, 

strong, and action-oriented’ (interviewee #4). 

 

This masculine ideal is presented as inherently good, with anything deviating 

from this norm portrayed as weak or wrong. It is often framed in opposition to 

perceived enemies such as feminism, and LGBTQIA+ issues and tied to 

narratives about ‘restoring’ traditional masculinity. One interviewee argued 

that: ‘It’s an ideal that they simply push…the closer to this ideal, the more you are 
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worth. The further away from this ideal you get, the less you’re worth…that’s how it 

is with right-wing extremist and fascist propaganda, they don’t make a big deal 

about it…this is good and this is bad…like what’s good and hate what’s bad.’ 

(Interviewee #4). Another interviewee argued that: ‘These groups believe that 

masculinity needs to be restored. This often includes misogyny and anti-feminism’ 

(interviewee #2). 

 

One practitioner noted that the core values of right-wing extremism are 

changing alongside the relevance of masculinity, such that there is a greater 

focus on the LGBTQIA+ community as a new enemy: ‘The LQBTQ+ environment, 

which is one of their primary threats today, because that is really what threatens 

masculinity. That men can have a different sexual orientation…the core values within 

the right-wing extremist milieu are also changing to some extent. Whereas previously 

there was a very strong focus on racism and stopping immigrants…now people are 

talking more about the threat from the LGBTQIA+ environment or the threat from 

feminism and the woke environment. They are looking at more internal threats 

within the country’ (interviewee #2). 

 

The interviewees believed that Active Clubs in Sweden (in particular Gym XIV’s 

Telegram channel) have been a major actor in promoting this hypermasculine 

ideal, which is interwoven with far-right extremism, including the narrative that 

it is white men’s responsibility to defend their country. Gym XIV promotes 

hypermasculinity alongside white supremacy and anti-democratic values, with 

a masculine lifestyle and identity depicted through ‘edits’ – short, highly edited 

videos (e.g., on TikTok or Telegram) with catchy music which promote an 

aesthetic and lifestyle of violence, fighting and martial arts, hooligan culture, 

and most importantly, belonging to a group. This lifestyle may be appealing for 

young men seeking a sense of purpose, meaning and belonging to a 

community. One interviewee noted that what is concerning about this type of 

hypermasculinity is that it is often interwoven with racism, anti-feminism and 

anti-democratic attitudes. If hypermasculinity is appealing for men, then they 

might also be willing to adopt the more problematic attitudes that are 

associated with this online portrayal of masculinity. One interviewee argued 

that: ‘What is worrying about masculinity…if you embrace an ideal of masculinity 

that is also by definition intertwined with anti-democratic ideals and anti-female 
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ideals, then we get a very problematic social situation in the long run.’ (Interviewee 

#4). 

 

One practitioner who has worked with people involved in the Active Club scene 

noted that it can be very easy for young men to become involved in Active Clubs: 

‘What people are a little afraid of with active club environments is that it is so easy 

to slip in…here you may not even be aware that you are joining a strongly fascist 

group. You join a training session. You join a hike. Suddenly you find yourself in a 

context where these questions come up. Then you may have already established 

yourself in the group. You don’t seek out an active club for your right-wing extremist 

ideals. You may seek out the group to have somewhere to train or have leisure 

activities. So, you get this other thing in return’ (interviewee #2). 

 

Impact on Prevention and Democratic Engagement and Notable 

Practitioner Insights  

 

Across the interviews, there was a strong consensus that civil society 

organisations play an essential role in the prevention of violent extremism and 

the challenging of harmful masculinities, which are intertwined with men 

currently active in extremist movements. This is because they are better able to 

reach at-risk individuals. As one practitioner noted: ‘You could say that civil 

society’s primary role or greatest strength is that we are a low-threshold activity. 

That’s where we might get into situations that authorities or other organizations can’t 

reach…it’s a very important role and that we also strengthen the role of civil society 

on the ground…We cannot do without good cooperation between the authorities, 

but the authorities cannot do without a strong civil society…’ (interviewee #2). 

 

When it comes to specific prevention efforts, there was also consensus that 

counter-messages that aim to change ideology are usually not very effective, 

but that the most effective actions involve educating ‘front-line’ staff, as well as 

improving mental health and decreasing isolation among youth. 

 

Practitioners from both EXIT and Agera Värmland also mentioned that they have 

adapted their practices to align with the current trend of the intersection 

between masculinity norms and extremism. For example, a practitioner from 
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EXIT mentioned that he needs to consider his clients’ conformity to masculine 

norms as well as their clients’ family members: ‘…There are many actors in this 

environment who maintain these masculinity principles and norms…many times I 

also think that it can be cases where they may have fathers who have very classic 

masculinity principles…it can be difficult…then I might have to step in and try to 

make a move on the father so that they start talking about things..’ (interviewee #3). 

 

Agera Värmland are also currently running a programme called ‘Sports against 

Extremism’ based in gyms and sporting organisations where they educate 

about harmful masculinities alongside the importance of democratic values. 

Several interviewees also mentioned the promise of working with organisations 

involved in the gaming world, such as Sverok and Embracer group, given the 

new trend in radicalisation through online gaming platforms. 

 

The practitioners also noted that one of the biggest challenges for them is short-

term funding for projects and the general cuts to civil society funding. They also 

noted that a significant challenge in the Swedish context is that there are 290 

different municipalities, each with different strategies and capabilities for 

prevention, and that they would benefit from a more unified national approach. 

All interviewees view that online extremism, and in particular white nationalism, 

is a transnational phenomenon and Sweden is highly influenced by other 

Western countries, and that the European Union needs to understand the 

current trends in online extremism—in particular the Active Club milieu—as a 

transnational and pan-European problem, and P/CVE strategies need to be 

tailored accordingly. 

 

Concluding Analysis: Cross-Source Convergence  

 

This country profile summarised the extremist landscape in Sweden with a 

focus on the far-right, the 'Manosphere', and masculinity. Specifically, we 

combined insights from desk research and interviews with key Swedish 

stakeholders. Collectively, the overall findings suggest that the extremist 

landscape in Sweden is characterised by an increasing normalisation of the far-

right, young boys and men being radicalised through online platforms, a shift 
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toward decentralised groups, perceptions of internal and external threats, and 

masculinity aesthetics and rhetoric playing a key role in far-right mobilisation. 

 

Normalisation of Far-right Discourse, Digital Platforms Lowering the 

Threshold to Radicalisation, and Hybrid Extremism 

 

One of the key themes which emerged is the normalisation and 

mainstreaming of far-right discourse. Both the desk research and interviews 

aligned in terms of an emerging trend that Sweden has moved from treating 

far-right politics as politically illegitimate to increasingly incorporating 

exclusionary rhetoric into mainstream debate, which may be largely attributed 

to the rise of the Sweden Democrats (Ekström, et al., 2023; Ekström, et al., 

2020).422 The increased salience of far-right rhetoric in mainstream discourse 

has likely contributed to the normalisation of more extreme beliefs and 

attitudes, since it shifts perceptions of what other find acceptable.423 

 

A second area of convergence concerns the central role of digital platforms in 

lowering the threshold to radicalisation. Desk research and interviews 

suggest that youth are increasingly encountering extremist content on large, 

open social media platforms such as X, TikTok, and Telegram, which can serve 

as an initial point of exposure to these messages, which can subsequently lead 

them to participation in closed, more extreme online forums. Importantly, 

interviewees described a shift toward younger, more vulnerable individuals 

(e.g., boys aged 12 to 18) who are radicalised through online forums or initially 

introduced to extremist rhetoric through mainstream social media platforms.  

 

The extremist landscape in Sweden is also becoming more fragmented and 

decentralised. Desk research outlines the declining dominance of older 

hierarchical groups like NMR and the rise of Active Clubs, youth networks, and 

transnational digital communities. Interviews describe this shift as ‘post-

organisational extremism,’ where some individuals join seemingly benign 

activities (e.g., gym training, hikes, gaming groups) and gradually become 

embedded in extremist milieus without ever formally joining an organisation. 

This decentralisation makes extremist movements harder to detect, and more 
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able to recruit individuals who would never approach a traditional extremist 

group. 

 

A third point of convergence lies in the recognition that ideologies are 

increasingly hybrid, fluid and individually constructed, rather than strictly 

aligned with traditional extremist doctrines. Desk research documents the rise 

of hybrid or mixed extremism. Interviewees with practitioners confirmed that 

many young, radicalised individuals ‘pick and mix’ ideological elements, 

combining misogyny, racism, anti-LGBTQIA+ sentiment and conspiracy theories 

into personalised worldviews.  

 

Perceived Threat Narratives 

 

Perceived threats also play a central role in structuring far-right narratives in 

Sweden. Immigrants and religious minority groups (e.g., Jews, Muslims) and 

LGBTQIA+ people are perceived as threats and consequently become targets of 

critique and hate. Interviews suggested that although anti-immigration rhetoric 

has been a long-standing feature of far-right extremist rhetoric, there is 

currently a trend towards greater emphasis on threats from the LGBTQIA+ and 

‘Woke’ environment.  

 

Masculinity as a Key Component of Far-right Mobilisation 

 

Another major point of convergence is the central role of masculinity in far-right 

mobilisation. Specifically, desk research illustrates how far-right extremist 

groups, such as NMR (Kølvraa, 2019) and influencers (Burnett, et al., 2025) make 

use of hypermasculine imagery, physical training and Viking symbolism, and 

that violence towards immigrants is a way of demonstrating masculinity 

(Mattsson & Johansson, 2021).424 Interviews further illustrated the current 

trends of hypermasculine ideals being promoted largely through visual content 

on Active Club’s Telegram channels. The hypermasculine ideals portrayed in 

these channels focus on strength, action, dominance, and anti-femininity, which 

resonate with certain young men seeking purpose, validation or belonging. 

Exposure to content from Andrew Tate and Jordan Peterson — although not 
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extremist per se — serves as a gateway by normalising anti-feminist narratives 

which tend to overlap with far-right rhetoric, hence potentially making these 

movements more appealing to young men. Thus, these findings suggest that 

far-right actors promote hypermasculine ideals to facilitate readiness to defend 

against perceived threats to national identity and masculinity (e.g., immigrants, 

LGBTQIA+ people).  

 

Transnational Dynamics  
 

Finally, it is clear that the extremism landscape in Sweden in highly shaped by 

transnational trends. 

Desk research and interviews show how Swedish extremist narratives draw 

heavily on U.S. and European movements, 'Manosphere' influencers such as 

Andrew Tate and Jordan Peterson, and global conspiracy beliefs. Interviews 

confirm that practitioners view Sweden not as an isolated case but as deeply 

influenced by international content flows facilitated through the internet and 

social media platforms. Trends in far-right narratives and aesthetics, and 

grievances promoted by male influencers are key areas in which the Swedish 

extremism landscape in continuously shaped by transnational flow of content. 

This suggests that extremism in the Swedish context cannot be understood in 

isolation but reflects globalised patterns of digital mobilisation and identity 

politics. 

 

Implications for Policy and Prevention 

 

These findings have several implications for prevention and policy in the 

Swedish and European context. First, because extremist narratives are 

becoming increasingly normalised, prevention cannot rely on counter-

arguments alone. Interviewees emphasised that changing ideology is far less 

effective than strengthening protective factors such as mental health support 

and social inclusion. Second, interventions need to focus specifically on boys 

and young men, addressing masculinity norms and need for identity and 

belonging within both online and offline contexts. Third, civil society actors must 

be supported with long-term, stable funding, as they are best positioned to 
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engage with vulnerable boys and men, their families and their communities. 

Fourth, given the decentralised nature of the extremist milieu, prevention 

strategies should target lifestyle spaces — gyms, martial arts clubs, gaming 

communities and online youth cultures — where extremist aesthetics and 

masculine ideals are disseminated. Finally, the transnational nature of online 

extremism highlights the need for coordinated European and global responses, 

particularly regarding Active Clubs and increasing online radicalisation among 

young boys. 

 

Conclusion 
 

Overall, the Swedish extremist landscape is rapidly evolving, increasingly youth-

driven and profoundly shaped by masculinity, grievance, and online cultures. 

Understanding these intersecting dynamics is essential for developing effective 

prevention strategies that address not only ideological content but also the 

social, emotional and cultural factors that make such content appealing. 

Collectively, the findings suggest that far-right actors in Sweden rely heavily on 

threat narratives—concerning both external and internal enemies—and 

promote hypermasculine ideals as a means of cultivating vigilance and 

readiness to defend national and gendered identities. Addressing these 

dynamics requires interventions that strengthen protective factors, address 

sources of grievances, educate about masculinity norms and take into 

consideration the transnational nature of contemporary extremist 

mobilisation. 
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